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WHAT IS REVISION? 

Revision is another word for reviewing.  It is the process by which you 
re-read course essays, notes, textbooks and handouts in order to 
understand and remember what you have learned.  Revision requires 
accurate notes and careful planning. 
 

 

When To Revise 

Some well-organised students will probably have been revising topics 
throughout the course.  Your chances of success will be much 
reduced if you intend to cram two years’ work into just a fortnight of 
revision.  Do not be fooled by people who claim that this method 
works. It doesn’t. 

  
Revision is an important part of what you need to do throughout the 
course. In the run-up to your exams you should organise your own 
programme: this should start 2-3 months before the exams.  
 

 
 

You may have to think seriously about giving up a part-time job; about 
suspending your help in the home and limiting the amount of time you 
spend with friends or on social media if doing these things interferes 
too much with your revision schedule.  Discuss these issues with the 
appropriate people so that you can do what you need to in the run up 
to the exams. 
 
 

 



 

Planning Revision 

 

1. Devise a revision timetable that suits you and will help you to achieve 
your best.  Your teacher should be able to help you with this. 

2. Allocate enough time to revising each subject each day.  Each 
revision session should last about 40 minutes, with at least a 10-
minute break between each session. 

3. Try not to revise more than two subjects each day. 
4. Decide what time of day you work most effectively: mornings, 

afternoons or evenings and schedule your sessions accordingly. 
5. Make sure you have time to relax before going to bed and try to have 

at least eight hours sleep. 

 

Days and 
week  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Example 
 
 

History – 
medieval 
Crime and 
Punishment 
Maths 
Surgery 

History- 
Modern Crime 
and 
Punishment 
ICT 

PE – fitness 
tests 
Art 
coursework 

English –
practise 
presentation/ 
exam 
questions 
Science  

Sort files for 
business 

Rest Day Exam 
techniques –
timed essay. 
Revision 
guide – 
biology key 
words and 
definitions 

w/b 2nd 
October 

 

       

w/b 9th 
October 

 

       

w/b 16th 
October 

 

       

w/b 23rd 
October 

       
 
 

w/b 30th 
October 

 
 
 

      
 
 

w/b 6th 
November 

 

       

w/b 13th 
November 

 

       

w/b 20th 
November 

 

       

w/b 27th 
November - 

start of mock 
examinations 

       



 

HOW TO REVISE 

 

Believe it or not, revision can be enjoyable!  If you lack confidence 
you can feel a lot better about revision by learning a range of revision 
skills. If you are over-confident, revision can help you to be more 
aware of where you need to focus a bit more. 

 

Revising a Topic 

 

Read through your essays, notes and relevant sections from 
textbooks, listing key points and words under each separate heading 
as you do so.  Use different colours or highlighters to show important 
points or to make headings stand out.  You should then try to list any 
of your own ideas under each of these headings in another colour.  It 
is useful to make notes while revising because: 

 

 
 
 

 It keeps you active.  The best way to revise maths, for instance, 
is to solve a problem. 

 It helps you concentrate and understand a topic more. 
 It saves you from having to read your whole course file - you 

can memorise your own notes more easily.  Your teachers’ 
revision programmes will include setting previous exam papers 
for classwork and homework. These will help you to revise and 
to practise your exam technique.  Don’t avoid or skim over 
difficult topics.  And don’t revise only those topics you hope will 
turn up in the exam.  If you are unsure about a topic, ask a 
friend or a teacher. 
 

  

http://www.lawrencenorfolk.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/LD-Nbook.jpg


 

Note-Taking 

 

The quality of your learning will depend on the quality of your notes. 
 
Your notes should be concise and relevant.  Create them in a style 
that suits you –bullet points, mind maps, spider diagrams and flow 
charts are all effective.  Good note-taking relies on your ability to 
distinguish between what is important information and what isn’t. 
 

 
 
If they’re handwritten your notes should be legible and organised 
under headings.  They should be in your own words, where possible, 
to help you understand them. 
 
If you re-write your notes, keep your final copy stored on the 
computer, on cards or in a small notebook.  Doing this allows you to 
easily review your learning. 

 

  



 

WHERE TO REVISE 

 

Where and how you revise makes a difference. You can work at 
home, in the school library, in local libraries, in the SEND department 
or at Homework Club. 
 
Whether you revise at school or at home, try to: 

 

1. Use a quiet, comfortable, warm, ventilated room which is well-
lit. 

2. Use a comfortable chair and a spacious desk or table. 
3. Have all files, books, paper, pens, calculators, near you. 
4. Reduce potential distractions to a minimum. Switch off T.V.s, 

MP3s, IPods, mobiles etc. Put a ‘Do Not Disturb’ sign on the 
door if that will help. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 

MEMORY AIDS 

 

 A mnemonic is a way of helping you remember information 
using abbreviations, words or phrases. To remember the 
colours of the spectrum in order, you might use the mnemonic: 
Richard of York Gave Birth In Vain, using the initial letters of 
each word to remember (in the right order) the colours red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. 

 

 Repeating facts, making rhymes for yourself and continually 
returning to topics are all excellent memory aids. 

 

 Diagrams can also help you remember and understand things.  
Each leg of a mind map, for example, has a heading that is 
linked to the main body or topic.  You can display these 
diagrams where you are studying.   

 

 To make your revision more varied, active and enjoyable you 
should set tests for yourself to assess how much you have 
learned.  Your answers can be written or recorded.  You could 
even ask another member of the family or a friend to test you.  
A sixth-former, or someone who has recently sat public exams, 
can support and guide you. 

 

 Forming self help pairs or small study groups to help your 
revision can be a great advantage.  Working with others can 
help fill gaps in your understanding or knowledge and is bound 

to be more fun than working alone.  But be careful not to 
make your sessions all fun and no work. 

 

 Draw large, clearly labelled 
diagrams.  Maps and diagrams each 

need to have a title.   
 

 
 
 

  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/66/MindMapGuidlines.svg


 

Revision ideas  
  

So many people think that revision means 'read through your notes loads of times'. There's 

no doubt that reading through your notes will help, and it's certainly better than nothing. 

However, it's also very easy to read a lot but at the end remember next to nothing. The KEY 

to revising is NOT about reading, writing, looking or listening. IT IS ABOUT THINKING' With 

that in mind, try to vary your revision methods and try out some of the following ideas - your 

brain is far more likely to remember a new experience' 
 
1. Jot ideas onto a postcard 
2. Draw diagrams (e.g. spider diagrams or mind maps). 
3. Summarise a large paragraph of information into a maximum of 10, 20 or 30 words 
4. Draw pictures to sum - up written information, as if you were playing Pictionary 
5. Connect pictures to text - e.g by associating a picture with a person/place (Georges 

Clemenceau = Clementine etc). 
6. Create a revision swordle of keywords at www.wordle.net. When you have created your 

wordle, test yourself or your friends on the meanings/significance of the words it contains.  
7. Brainstorm everything that you can remember about a specific topic, and then use your 

notes or a revision guide to check for anything that you have missed out.  
8. Record your notes onto AAP3 (e.g. using 'A udioBoo' software on your phone) then play 

your notes back to yourself walking down the street, on the bus, at the beach. 
9. Make revision posters and stick them up around your room. 

10. Put key phrases, words, people and dates onto sticky notes and stick them 
around your house so you will see them often.  

11. Create revision cards and carry them around with you. Whenever you have a 
few spare minutes, take them out and read through them quickly. Do this anywhere - on the 
bus, waiting for a friend, waiting 2/3 minutes before dinner arrives, advert breaks between 
TV programmes - you will be amazed how many extra hours of revision can be done this 
way without really feeling it' 
12. Test yourself or your friends - make your own tests with short answers and see 
how many you can answer correctly. Make a note of any questions you get wrong so that 
you can revisit this work. You could create a 'cruel quiz' to give to your friends or even ask 
family members to test you'  
13. Revise with a friend - divide a number of topics between you and share your 
work. Two brains are better than one' 
14. Complete practise papers - time yourself whilst you complete each paper. 
Target specific questions (e.g. larger mark questions) that you have found difficult in the 
past. 
15. Create a song/poem/rap – changing the lyrics to your favourite song to suit your 
subject can be very helpful. 
16. Re - order information. In your answers, you often have to 'prioritise' factors 
and justify their importance. Create a 'target' diagram and place the most important factor in 
the centre, with the least important factors of a specific topic being towards the outside 'rings' 
of the target.  
17. Use the Internet - try to search for revision games. quizzes and practise 
exam questions on your chosen topic. Websites like www.bbc.co.uk/bitsesize/ and 
www.schoolhistory.co.uk are useful for this. 
18. Watch revision videos, download revision cartoons, view revision images, 
listen to revision audio clips ,download mark schemes and practise papers at 
www.gcsehistorydept.co.uk. The revision videos are especially useful (watch out for the 
animated Lego men!). Simply click on '1:54' and select 'USA' or 'IR'. 

 



 

Mathematics 

 

In Mathematics, it is important that you do a large number of 
questions to make sure that you fully understand topics; ideally, many 
of these questions should be examination-style questions.  It is also 
important that you focus your revision on topics which you do not fully 
understand, rather than those you do.  To help with this, we have 
designed the Revision Cycle shown below.  Students who have used 
this cycle in the past have made great progress and been very 
successful in their Mathematics GCSE.  The cycle should be followed 
alongside doing homework assignments and practice papers that 
your class teacher is setting.   

 

 

 

 

  

Past papers are available from 
http://mrbartonmaths.com/students/
legacy-gcse/past-
papers/edexcel.html.  It is good to 
print these out, so you can practise 
showing your working-out clearly. 

 

Mark schemes and video 
solutions can also be found at 
Mr Barton Maths.  Look at the 

questions on which you did 
not score full marks, and 

make a list of topics to revise. 

If necessary, practice the 
topics you have just revised.   
The questions that go with 
each clip on MathsWatch will 
be useful for this. 
Alternatively, you can use 
www.mymaths.co.uk for 
practice (username: cheney; 
password: angle).   

Maths Watch videos, 
available on 

www.vle.mathswatch.com, 
will help you as you revise 
topics from your list.  Make 

sure you know your 
username.  As well as 

these videos, some 
students like to use 

revision guides. 

http://mrbartonmaths.com/students/legacy-gcse/past-papers/edexcel.html
http://mrbartonmaths.com/students/legacy-gcse/past-papers/edexcel.html
http://mrbartonmaths.com/students/legacy-gcse/past-papers/edexcel.html
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
file://///CHS-SR-003/SPA$/www.vle.mathswatch.com


 

English 

 
 

English Language is a skills-based course rather than a content-
based one.  
 
This means that there aren’t 
specific facts and figures you can 
memorise to help you in the 
exam. Instead, the two exams 
you take will require you to: 

 read one fiction text 
(Paper 1) and two non-
fiction texts (Paper 2) and 
understand the key 
messages they are trying to 
get across 

 understand the language 
and structural techniques they have used to get across those 
ideas 

 write a piece of descriptive writing (Paper 1) and a piece of 
persuasive, non-fiction writing (Paper 2) 

 
Things you can do to help you prepare: 

 read widely: your English teacher can give you a reading list of 
suitable books, but also try to read a wide range of non-fiction 
texts (newspapers, magazines, travel writing, autobiography 
and biography) 

 find writers that you particularly like and try to work out what it 
is that makes you enjoy their writing – is this a style that you 
could copy? 

 write: have a go at writing fiction and non-fiction texts of your 
own. For example: 

o Imagine what it would feel like to be homeless for a night 
and describe that experience  

o Write a description of a school trip you’ve been on or a 
family holiday 

o Should Britain have left the European Union? 
o Should the voting age be lowered to 16? 

  



 

English Literature  

The 10 Commandments 

1. Re-read your texts. It is essential that you know your texts really 
well as this will enable you to remember quotations in the exam 
(remember: you won’t have your copy of the text with you).  

2. Key themes/messages. What are the main ideas/messages your 
texts are trying to convey? These are likely to feature in the exam 
questions you get asked, so make notes/brainstorms/spider diagrams 
about how the text presents these ideas. 

3. Chapter summaries. To help you really understand the plot and 
how it develops, make brief summaries of what happens in each 
chapter/section of your text – and what key themes are developed. 

4. Character profiles. Make notes/brainstorms on each of the main 
characters. What do they do? What do they say? What key events are 
they involved in? How do they interact with other characters? Most 
importantly, what ideas/messages do they represent? How do the 
characters change or develop throughout the text? 

5. Setting. Makes notes around the location(s) in which your text is 
set. Is this relevant to the messages the writer is trying to convey? 

6. Learn some key quotations. Have a set of go-to quotations that 
you can use when discussing key ideas within the text. This will give 
you a feeling of security and save you valuable time in the exam. 

7. Literary devices. As well as quotations, think about the techniques 
that writers use to convey their ideas. Are there particular devices that 
are used in your texts that are useful to talk about in the exam? What 
about the way the texts are structured? 

8. Context. What was going on in society when your text was 
written? How might this have influenced the writer? Were they 
making some kind of comment on 
what was happening in society at 
the time? 

9. Poetry. Make notes/brainstorms 
for all the set poems for the poetry 
exam: the story, the tone and 
message, the form and structure, 
the language and imagery. 

10. Unseen poetry. Read as much 
poetry as you can, thinking about 
the ideas above and how poets use 
these techniques to convey their 
ideas. 



 

Science 

As Science is a very content-heavy subject it can be difficult to know 
where to begin when it comes to revision. You will still be learning new 
content until around the beginning of March of Year 11. However, you will 
be able to start revising the parts of the course that you have finished, and 
we recommend that you start your revision as soon as possible. This way 
you will not need to compress two years’ worth of Science learning into 
the two months before your exams. 
 
Our pointers for revision include: 

 Log on to Educake (www.educake.co.uk) using your username and 

password. You should have set up your Educake account in a 

lesson with one of your teachers. On here you can find resources to 

help you revise, such as questions set by your class teacher, or you 

can set yourself your own questions to check you’ve understood the 

content. 

 A revision guide; you can make notes from each section; answer 

questions; quiz your friends. Revision guides are available to 

purchase from parentpay Combined Science students need three at 

£4.50 each, and Separate Science students need three at £5.50 

each.  

 Access past papers on the AQA website 

(http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-

past-papers-and-mark-schemes or Google “Aqa past papers”).  The 

mark schemes are also available, so you can test yourself on how 

well you have learned the content. 

 

  

http://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes


 

Design and Technology: Product Design, Textiles and 
Food Technology 

 

The written exam for ALL Design and Technology subjects is worth 40% 
of your total marks and will therefore have a major impact on your final 
grade. 
 
Below are the main topics to be revised for each of the Design and 
Technology written exams.  
 

WJEC Product Design and Textiles written exams   
 
The main topics in Product Design and Textiles to be covered are: 
  
Section A  - 60 marks (60 minutes): 
Q1  Product Analysis – to include specification, data analysis, choice of 
fabrics 
Q2  General issues in D&T – to include Lifecycle, design process, 
sustainability, labeling 
Q3  Designers;  

Product Design: Philippe Starke and/or Jonathan Ive 
OR 
Textiles: Vivienne Westwood and/or Matthew Williamson 

Q4 The Design Process – general questions, and to Design a Product  
 
Section B – 60 marks (60 minutes) 
Q5 Commercial Manufacturing Practices 
Q6 Materials and components – to include how fabrics are made and 
types of fabrics 
Q7 Tools, equipment and making  - will include  a question asking you 
to do a step by step 
Q8 ICT, CAD, CAM, systems and Processes 
 
  



 

AQA Food Technology Product Design written exams  
 
The main topics in Food Technology to be covered are: 
 
Section A  - 30 marks   
The Design Question: some point during Section A you will be asked to 
design a product given by the exam board. You need to understand how 
to make a selection of products before the exam so you are prepared 
when you have to complete this question.  
Section B  - 90 marks   
Anything you have learnt on the course. This could include: Additives, Cad 
Cam, Social, Moral and Environmental issues, Packaging, Standard 
Components, Healthy Eating and Nutrition, HACCP, Food Hygiene, 
Sensory Analysis, Research Methods and Packaging 
 
In addition  

 Use the revision list given to you by your teachers; this will make it 
much easier for you when you do the exam. 

 Summarise your notes into key headings with a clear structure- this 
could be in the form of a Mind map or spider diagram. 

 Learn key definitions and basic diagrams (with labels). 

 Practise past questions and refer to the marks schemes (when 
issued to you by your teacher). 

 Above all, be ACTIVE! Don't spend all your time reading or copying 
out your notes - answer questions, draw diagrams, write out 
keywords etc... 

 
  



 

Websites 
 
Visit the revision websites by subject stated below: 
 
Product Design 
 
Welsh board website 
 http://www.14-19nw.org.uk/course/view.php?id=347 
 

Useful to revise aspects on How Things Work 
http://www.howstuffworks.com/ and Technologystudent.com 
http://www.technologystudent.com/ 

Other useful sites: 

 http://www.projectgcse.co.uk 

Textiles  
 
Welsh board website 
http://www.14-19nw.org.uk/course/view.php?id=247 

Other useful sites: 

 http://www.projectgcse.co.uk 

Food Technology 
 
AQA website  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-
technology-food-technology-4545 
 
AQA official online revision guide (don’t forget your password) 
http://www.kerboodle.com/users/login 
 

Other useful sites: 

 http://www.projectgcse.co.uk/gcse_food 
 http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/food-technology.html 
 http://www.design-technology.info/foodsubsite/default.htm 
 http://www.nutrition.org.uk 

http://www.howstuffworks.com/
http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.projectgcse.co.uk/
http://www.14-19nw.org.uk/course/view.php?id=247
http://www.projectgcse.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-food-technology-4545
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-food-technology-4545
http://www.kerboodle.com/users/login
http://www.projectgcse.co.uk/gcse_food
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/food-technology.html
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/food-technology.html
http://www.nutrition.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.gaston.k12.or.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=20394336&pageId=20394357&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=7HlsVJHyE8nxaOmcgagF&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNGMN2_E8HmEH_7gPYb32GDFMlVqzw


 

Books  
 
  
Product Design 

Collins GCSE Essentials - Product Design: Revision Guide 

Collins GCSE Essentials - Product Design: workbook 
AQA GCSE Design and Technology: Product Design By: Nicola Deacon 
(author), Krysia Ballance , Brian Russell, Jeff Draisey, Andrea Bennett  
 
Textiles  

Collins GCSE Essentials – Textiles: Revision Guide 

Collins GCSE Essentials – Textiles: workbook 
AQA GCSE Design and Technology: Textiles Technology By: Liz Hardy , 
Denise Davies), Amanda Dick  
 
Food Technology 

Collins GCSE Essentials – Food Technology: Revision Guide 

Collins GCSE Essentials – Food Technology: workbook 
AQA GCSE Design and Technology: Food Technology:  Jenny Hotson, 
Garry Littlewood, Jane Girt, Julie Booker 
 
  

The written exam for ALL Design and Technology subjects is worth 
40% of your total marks and will therefore have a major impact on 
your final grade. 
 

 
 

  

http://www.collins.co.uk/product/9781906415556/Collins+GCSE+Essentials+-+Product+Design%3a+Revision+Guide
http://www.collins.co.uk/product/9781906415556/Collins+GCSE+Essentials+-+Product+Design%3a+Revision+Guide
http://www.collins.co.uk/product/9781906415556/Collins+GCSE+Essentials+-+Product+Design%3a+Revision+Guide
http://www.collins.co.uk/product/9781906415556/Collins+GCSE+Essentials+-+Product+Design%3a+Revision+Guide
http://www.collins.co.uk/product/9781906415556/Collins+GCSE+Essentials+-+Product+Design%3a+Revision+Guide
http://www.collins.co.uk/product/9781906415556/Collins+GCSE+Essentials+-+Product+Design%3a+Revision+Guide


 

Computing Science 

Revision for Computing requires a mix of learning content and solving 
problems requiring you to apply that knowledge to the scenario in the 
question. You need to balance your work on these, as your exams rely 
on both aspects. 

Exam Board: OCR 

Course Code: (Current Year 11) J276 

Exam Board Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-
computer-science-j276-from-2016/ 

Written Exam Durations 2 x 90 minutes 

Written Exam Marks J276/01 Computer Systems exam - 80 marks 
J276/02 Computational thinking, algorithms and programming exam - 80 
Marks 

Useful Resources: 

Electronic Textbook – Available from Computing shared area GCSE 
Computing Science MOOC (www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org) 

Past Papers – Available in the Computing shared area 

  
  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
http://www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org/


 

Drama 
 

In GCSE Drama and BTEC Performing Arts, students are 
expected to revise in a manner of different ways; one of 

these ways is to learn their lines to ensure that they 
are as prepared as they can be when it comes to 
rehearsing and performing. Students are also 
encouraged to make notes on their scripts that 
help them to develop the way they play characters 

in scenes focusing on areas such as voice, movement, 
gesture and body language. Depending on the route that students take, 
they are encouraged to learn the correct terminology and do independent 
research that is going to develop their understanding of each unit.  
 
Students are welcome to have the assessment criteria and are 
encouraged to have this in their books as a constant reminder of how they 
will be assessed throughout. If students need extra support then they are 
welcome to use the drama rooms to rehearse and receive added feedback 
to ensure they make progress. 
 
Learning lines/Performance: 

 Write them down without looking at the script and then compare. 

 Record your voice and listen to your lines back in your spare time. 

 Tap a beat when saying your lines to help them roll off the tongue. 

 Do a character profile for every character you play. 

 Create a timeline so that you understand the journey that your character goes 
on. 
 

Research: 

 Research into the historical, political and cultural aspects of any play you study. 

 Learn about different performance styles and theatre practitioners. 

 See live theatre as much as you can, watch videos online if you need to. (make 
notes on the technical and performance aspects to prepare for reviews and 
analysis). 

 
Subject Knowledge: 

 Read the marking criteria and specification and use this to set goals for yourself. 
(E.g. focus on developing different areas of voice to play clear characters). 

 Make notes after lessons about the skills that you learned using subject specific 
terminology. 

 Become a hoarder – keep any interesting images, books, poems, music, props, 
costume that can inspire and influence your work. 

 
 
 



 

GCSE MUSIC - Eduqas 

 
 

The listening exam for Music is worth 40% of your total marks and will 
therefore have a big impact on your final grade. 
 
Below you will find a breakdown of each area of study – this is all in your 
folders, so you have everything you need to revise! 
 
Alongside this you could also use the Eduqas Music revision guide by 
Illuminate Publishing (ISBN: 978-1-908682-92-5) 
 
There are a variety of different music theory websites that will help 
improve your basis theory knowledge – the more confident you are with 
this, the easier the exam will be! 
 
The biggest thing for music is to LISTEN, LISTEN, LISTEN!! Listen to the 
examples we have given you, the ones in the book and your 2 set works 
– the more listening you do, the better! 
 

Area of Study 1 – Musical Forms and Structure 
This area of study focuses on understanding structural forms and 
devices across a variety of genres and styles from Western Classical 
Tradition. 
 
This will also include studying one prepared extract: 

 Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Movement 3, Minuet: Mozart (1787) 
 
Study the various structural forms and devices such as: 

 Repetition 

 Contrast      

 Anacrusis  

 Ternary 

 Binary etc.   
 
Area of Study 2 – Music for Ensemble 



 

Focus on understanding sonority and texture including instrumental and 
vocal groupings as appropriate to their context. Different styles must to 
analysed such chamber music, musical theatre, jazz and blues 
 
Study the various textures and sonority such as: 

 Monophonic 

 Homophonic 

 Polyphonic 

 Canon 

 Countermelody etc.  
 
Area of Study 3 – Film Music 
Develop your understanding of film music including the use of timbre, 
tone colour and dynamics for effect. 
 
For the exam you must understand how: 

 composers use musical elements to respond to specific commission 

 composers use leitmotifs and thematic material 

 musical features are adopted to create mood  

 audience/venue affect the performance of the composition 

 minimalistic techniques and music technology is used to enhance 
the effectiveness of the piece 

 
 
Area of Study 4 – Popular Music 
Ensure you understand musical features of various popular music styles: 
rock and pop, bhangra and fusion 
 
This will also include studying one prepared extract: 

 Since You’ve Been Gone: Rainbow (released 1979) 
 
Study the various musical features of popular music such as: 

 32 bar song form 

 Strophic 

 12 bar blues verse 

 Riff etc. 
 
And finally you must listen, listen, listen! 
 

  



 

NCFE Music Technology 
 

The two exams for Music Technology are worth 50% of your overall 
grade – so they will have a big impact on your final grade! 
 
The course is split into four units – these create your coursework (50% 
of the course), but the content is also your revision for the two exams. 
 
Unit 1 – Using a digital audio interface 
Develop skills in operating a DAW creatively using audio, MIDI, 
hardware and editing tools. 
 
Unit 2 – Creating Music 
Develop skills to analyse stylistic elements of music and develop a piece 
based on a specific style. 
 
Unit 3 – Studio Recording 
Plan and undertake a recording session for a given scenario. Create a 
mixdown of your recordings. 
 
Unit 4 – Sound Creation 
Explore sound creation and apply your knowledge to a given brief – 
create and mix an original sound creation project. 
 
The practical skills that you learn across these units will be the ones you 
will need to demonstrate in your practical exam. Therefore, the best 
revision for this part of this exam is all practical – come and use the 
macs in music to create music, try out different recording techniques, 
editing tools and effects. You will be asked to do different things in the 
exam, so the more practical experience you get, the better prepared you 
will be for the exam. 
 
The written exam involves you explaining different processes that you 
have covered within each of the units. As well as explaining processes, 
you also have to be able to recognise them when listening to tracks. The 
best revision for this is to use all of your notes from each of the units, but 
also listen to lots of different styles of music and analyse them – work 
out what their structure is, the effects used, what instruments have been 
used, how they have been recorded, etc. You can also use the macs to 
practically use effects and processes so that you fully understand them 
and can explain them in the exam. 
 



 

There are some music tech online magazines which are always useful to 
read and support your wider knowledge of music technology. 
 
 

 

  



 

 

BTEC First Award in Sport 
 

BTEC Sport has a great deal of vocabulary that you need to be able to 
define. This means that you need to memorise a lot of key words. To help 
you learn these words use your ‘Introduction to Fitness for Sport, Unit 1’ 
booklet. There is a glossary of words that you could create revision 
postcards for. 
 
Once you understand the terminology you need to explain and give the 
protocol for all the fitness tests you have carried out as part of this unit. 
You then need to interpret different data, stating how candidates may 
design their own personal fitness programme to improve this aspect of 
fitness. Use the resources on your class’s Edmodo account to practice 
this. 
 

 
 
Finally you need to apply the information to a variety of scenarios. To 
help you do this answer the past paper questions set regularly by your 
teachers and practice the questions in your revision guides. There are 
mark schemes in the guides. The more you practice the in-depth 
questions, the better you will be at performing well in them. 
 
Your Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) will enable you to apply many 
theoretical aspects of the course directly to yourself. Read it because it 
will help you explain aspects of the theory paper.  

 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://ncca.bournemouth.ac.uk/gallery/view/385/eMotion_3D_Sports_Motion_Analysis&ei=1iZvVNCuJMH7sATk6oLACg&bvm=bv.80185997,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGRBbrqUj3IYBd1vxmE6fIPPLVK4A&ust=1416656961006431


 

Geography 
 

Geography is focused on interconnections; it is 
all about drawing ideas from different areas, 

e.g. science and social studies and is 
grounded in evidence. We’re interested in 
the interactions between people and the 
environment and the impacts on different 
groups of people.  
 

This means that to succeed you need to: 

 Understand and learn the physical and 
human processes involved in each topic 

 Learn and be able to use the key terms to 
show a sophisticated geographical understanding 

 Be able to talk about the issue from the point of view of different 
stakeholders 

 Use case studies as a way of showing a real life example of an idea 
or concept 

 Know specific case studies, facts and figures to use as evidence 
 
Things you can do to help you prepare: 

 Keep up-to-date with current affairs, e.g. listening to the news or 
reading a newspaper 

 Keep a glossary of key terms for each unit and make sure you learn 
them 

 Visit examples of places we study and explain the concepts and 
ideas to the people you are with, e.g., the coast, a meandering river, 
a honey pot tourist site 

 Use the work book in tutor time to help you revise (50p from the 
school shop) 

 Make revision notes that summarise all the key processes, concepts 
and case studies 

 

  



 

History 
 

Revision for History requires a mix of learning content (knowledge) and 
how to answer questions (skills). You need to balance your work on these, 
as your exams are marked on both.  
 

Suggested revision methods 

 Class clips (see below) 

 Highlighting notes 

 Create timeline 

 Flashcards 

 Post-it notes 

 Test knowledge (Bitesize) 

 Plan answers to exam 
questions 

 Complete exam question 

 Spider diagram/mindmap  

 Research topic 

 Annotate sources  
Video and Audio resources for revision 
 

Using BBC class clips for Revision  
How to use them: 

1. Look at the topic heading/clip title and write down a prediction of 
what you think will be in the video. This could be a spider diagram 
or a list of bullet points. 

2. Now watch through, ticking off anything that you got correct 
3. Watch again, this time adding to your list by pausing the video every 

time you come across something new which wasn’t on your original 
list. 

Germany: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z9k9q6f 
Medicine: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/video/middleages/ 
 

Bitesize Audio clips  
These audio clips can also be very useful. They can be downloaded so 
you do not have to be at a computer to use them, or streamed from the 
site. Choose audio clips from either ‘Germany 1918-1945’ or ‘Medicine 
Through Time’ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/history/  

How to use them: 
Medicine :  These clips all start with a statement which the narrators will 
discuss a) copy down the statement b) complete a FOR and 
AGAINST simple chart of all the arguments that are presented for 
and against the statement. 
Germany :  These clips make a good basis for making notes. 
Listen through the whole thing first and then listen again making 
bullet point notes of the key points being made by the narrator. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z9k9q6f
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/video/middleages/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/history/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/history/


 

Business Studies 
 
Business is a content-based course which also demands analysis.  
 
This means that there are a range of key words and specific examples 
you can memorise in order to illustrate your points.  

 Go through your notes and make sure you understand what all of 
the key terms mean 

 When you are sure you know what they all mean, go through and 
see if you can give an example for each one 

 Answer questions about these key terms and see if you can use 
examples in your answer 

 Make sure you are familiar with the mathematical formulae you will 
need for the exam and how to apply them 

 In using key terms or key business concepts, make sure your point 
is clearly stated, giving the appropriate definition of the subject in 
the question. Explain in detail and carry out a clear justification of 
your point by analysing it. 

 Make use of post card or sticky notes in addition to the business key 
terms bank to assist in remembering the definitions. 

 

 
 
 

Things you can do to help you prepare: 

 Read the business section of the BBC news website, Forbes, 
Times100 and the Business Times to keep up to date with current 
examples you can use in your exam 

 Read it ‘actively’ – think about the key concepts we have learnt 
about – can you explain using key words what is happening? 
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Lots of this advice came from The Guardian newspaper 

and other web sources. 

Try these links for more interesting ideas about revision 

and activities to try: 

SecEd - Study skills: Effective use of revision guides 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2012/n

ov/06/how-your-brain-likes-to-revise 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/jan/08/five-

secrets-of-successful-revising 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3 

 

Go to our school website for an electronic copy of this 

guide to revision: 

http://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/ 

Speak to your teachers and look up department sections 

on the school website for more information. 

http://www.sec-ed.co.uk/best-practice-ezine/study-skills-effective-use-of-revision-guides/162527/401386/?utm_content=Study%20skills%3A%20Effective%20use%20of%20revision%20guides&utm_campaign=SecEd12OCT17&utm_source=SecEd&utm_medium=adestra_email&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sec-ed.co.uk%2Fbest-practice-ezine%2Fstudy-skills-effective-use-of-revision-guides%2F162527%2F%24AMF_FIELD_mab_userid%24%2F
http://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2012/nov/06/how-your-brain-likes-to-revise
http://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2012/nov/06/how-your-brain-likes-to-revise
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/jan/08/five-secrets-of-successful-revising
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/jan/08/five-secrets-of-successful-revising
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3
http://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/

