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MAKING CHOICES FOR YOUR FUTURE  

  

Over the next few weeks you will be making decisions that will shape the rest of your education, and 

which will affect your life.  Making sure those decisions are the right ones is very important.  

  

In Year 8, you all studied the same subjects.  In Years 9, 10 and 11 there are still subjects that you will 

all study.  These are called core subjects:   

  

• English Language & English Literature   

• Mathematics 

• Physical Education  

• Religious Studies (Years 9 and 10)  

• Science  

  

To complete your curriculum in Year 9, 10 and 11, you will make subject choices over the next few weeks. 

We have devised a curriculum that has choice and flexibility within it. You will choose four options to study 

throughout Year 9, 10 and 11.  

 

What qualifications are available in KS4?  

 

GCSEs  

This is the most common and recognized qualification at KS4 and is the most widely used academic study 

route through to A levels and University. You will study the new GCSE format, which is assessed by an 

internal exam at the end of the course. Grades have changed from letters to numbers with 4 being a 

standard pass and 9 being the highest grade. 

  

BTECs  

These vocational qualifications are based more on skills and are particularly for students who enjoy 

working within a portfolio and continuous assessment model, with exams playing a smaller part in the 

overall qualification. The BTEC courses are assessed at Pass, Merit, and Distinction. A BTEC Certificate 

is equivalent to one GCSE. 
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What subjects should I choose?   

In addition to the core subjects everyone studies, you must study four options subjects in Years 9, 10 and 11. 

These subjects should include at least one EBacc choice (Geography, History, French, Spanish, German), 

however, you can choose more than one of these if you wish - we strongly recommend that students study 

History or Geography with a Modern Foreign Language.   

 

All students should study a broad and balanced curriculum and therefore, we would recommend you try to 

choose subjects from a range of options columns.   

 

Option 1 
choice must 
be from this 

column 

Options 2, 3 and 4 can be from any of these columns.  In addition, 
your reserve/backup options 5 and 6 will be from these columns. 

These subjects 
are in addition to 
your 4 Options  

EBacc EBacc Creative Applied Learning & 
Technology 

Additional Support - 
only for students 
directed by the 
school 

Extra-curricular 
Subjects - to be 
selected at a later 
date 

Geography Geography Art Triple Science ASDAN Latin 

      

History  History  Music† 
Computing ** 
 
Digital IT (BTEC)** 

  
Curriculum Support 
 

Classical 
Civilisation 

French French 
Music 
Technology 
(BTEC)† 

Food Preparation  
and Nutrition  

  

      

German German Drama Sport (BTEC)   

      

Spanish Spanish  DT-Product Design ǂ   

      

   
DT-Textiles ǂ 
 
Business Studies 

  

 
† Music must not be chosen with Music Technology at all 
 
ǂ You should only choose one DT Subject. You may select an additional DT subject as a reserve. See more on 
options and reserves below.  
 
** You should choose to take either Computing or Digital IT BTEC, do not choose both. 
 
Only select from the Additional Support Column if you have been guided to do so by the Curriculum Support 

(SEND) department. 

 
Latin is an extra-curricular commitment and will be studied in after-school sessions from year 10. Please see the 
Latin overview in this booklet for more information for when the times comes to pick it up. 
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You will be asked to make your options choice in order of preference from 1 to 6.  Preferences 1 to 4 are your 

first choices and preferences 5 and 6 are your reserves. 

 

 

  Subject 

Option 1 1st Preference Must be an EBacc subject from purple column 

Option 2 2nd Preference Any subject  

Option 3 3rd Preference Any subject  

Option 4 4th Preference Any subject  

Reserve 1 5th Preference Any subject  

Reserve 2 6th Preference Any subject  

 
It is very important that you put your favourite subjects first, and that you put your other subjects accurately in 

order of preference. This is because if we cannot give you your first choices we will swap your first reserve for 

your fourth option and see if this can be delivered.  If this fails to work, we will look at your second reserve. This 

means if you put your favourite subject towards the bottom of the list there is a real chance you might not get to 

study it. So for example, you must chose in Option 1 your favourite subject from Geography, History, French, 

Spanish or French.  In Options 2-4 choose your subjects in preference order. 

 

Please do not select a subject more than once; this will not increase your chances of getting that subject. It will 

only limit your option choices. Please note that subjects are not allocated on a first come first serve basis. If a 

subject is over-subscribed places will be allocated according to the relative importance of each preference.   

 
Pen Portraits 
The following pen portraits might be helpful in helping you make your choices. 
 

Student 1 Student 2 Student 3 Student 4 

This person is very 
traditional and 
academic. They are 
very likely go onto A 
Levels and 
University. 

This person is very 
creative but strong 
academically.  They are 
likely to go onto A Levels 
and further study but 
with a creative focus. 

This person is very 
practical and 
hardworking.  They 
might go onto A Levels 
but might look for an 
Apprenticeship. 

This student struggles with 
a full curriculum and needs 
regular support from the 
Curriculum Support (SEND) 
department. 

1 History 
2 French 
3 Computing 
4 Music 
5 Geography 
6 Spanish 

1 French 
2 Drama 
3 Art 
4 DT:Textiles  
5 Spanish 
6 Geography 

1 Geography 
2 Sport BTEC 
3 DT:Product Design 
4 Art 
5 Drama 
6 Food preparation 

1 ASDAN 
2 Art  
3 Food preparation 
4 Geography 
5 Sport BTEC 
6 Digital IT BTEC 

 
 
What happens next?  

When you make your choices, you are making a firm commitment to study that subject. We will also use 

your choices to design next year’s timetable. Read this booklet very carefully - it may be best to print it so 

that you can make notes as you go.  Make sure your parents/carers see it too, and talk to them about it.  

It contains a lot of detailed information about every course we offer.    

  

Do not assume that you know what each course is about. Read about them!  On the options evening, talk 

to the teachers whose names appear at the bottom of each subject page. They will be delighted to help. 

We strongly discourage students from changing their options at a later date, so make the right choice first 

time round.   
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You and your parents are invited to an Options Evening on Thursday 25 January 2018 during which 

you will have an opportunity to listen to an explanation about the options process and to meet with your 

subject teachers.  

 

Making your choices is simple - we will share thorough instructions by email on Friday 26 January when the 

options process opens. This will include a link to the online options portal. If you do not receive instructions, 

please email communications@cheney.oxon.sch.uk and we will re-share the email with you. 

 

Please ensure that you have submitted your options choices by Monday 19th February at the very latest.   
 

It is extremely important that we have an up to date email address for you. If you think that our records are not 

accurate, please contact our Communications Team urgently - communications@cheney.oxon.sch.uk with your 

most up to date email. 

  

Please be aware that option groups only run if they have a viable number of students opting for the 

subject.  Options with low student take-up may have to be cancelled.  

  

Mr H Nelson  

Deputy Head of School  

    
  

  

  

mailto:communications@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:communications@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
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ENGLISH (GCSE IN YEAR 11)  

  
What will I study?   

You will cover a range of topics including 19th, 20th and 21st century literature, non-fiction, literary non-

fiction and poetry. You will also learn to write in a number of different styles and formats, and how to give 

an effective spoken language presentation.   

  

What qualification will the course lead to?   

We will be following the AQA GCSE curriculum. This means students will study for two GCSEs in English: one 

in English Language and the other in English Literature.  

  

How will it help me in the future?   

You will learn to read and enjoy a range of texts, gaining crucial skills of analysis and interpretation. You 

will also learn how to express yourself in a way that is compelling, interesting and persuasive.   

  

How will my work be assessed?    

You will take all your English exams at the end of Year 11. Due to the changes in the English GCSE 

curriculum, there is no longer a coursework element.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?   

You will need to enjoy looking at novels, poetry and drama, and reaching your own interpretations. You 

must also be prepared to backup your ideas in discussion and in written work. You will also need to be 

able to express yourself clearly, powerfully and accurately in written English, in a range of styles.   

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?   

The set texts for the course are:  

• An Inspector Calls, JB Priestley  

• Jekyll and Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson  

• Macbeth, William Shakespeare  

• A poetry anthology supplied by the exam board  

You will also a study a range of other writers and texts as the course progresses.  

  

What will I do in Year 9?   

In Year 9, you will focus on the skills that the GCSE course will build on. This will include:   
 

● Reading and analysing fiction and non-fiction texts   
● Creative writing   

● How to write with grammatical accuracy   

  

What students say:   

“English at GCSE is really challenging but it’s fun too. I like exploring books, poems and plays in more depth – it 

makes you see them as more than just stories.”   

 

“English is essential. All universities are going to look at your English scores and so are employers, so it’s important 

to get the best grade possible.”  

   

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Mrs Broom or your English teacher 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-2015.PDF
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MATHEMATICS (GCSE IN YEAR 11)  
  

What will I study?  

You will continue to build on the topics and skills you have acquired at KS3. You will be taught a wide 

range of mental, written and calculator skills covering three main topic areas: numbers and algebra, 

geometry and measures, and statistics and probability.  

  

What qualification will the course lead to?  

We follow the Edexcel exam board specification and students achieve a GCSE in Mathematics.  

  

How will it help me in the future?  

The processes and problem solving strategies that you will develop on this course will be required for 

higher education and essential for any future professional career. Mathematics will be needed in further 

study of the natural and social sciences, engineering and medicine.   

  

How will my work be assessed?  

The course is assessed entirely by examination. It can be taken at Higher or Foundation tiers, and will be 

assessed at the end of Year 11.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

The key to success in Mathematics lies in practising and consolidating the methods you learn by doing 

lots of problems. For this reason, hard work in lesson time will need to be supported with independent 

study.  Consistently well-attempted homework is essential for success. You will need to be well organised 

with your time and equipment and show a high level of self-motivation and enthusiasm.  

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

We use a variety of textbooks, worksheets and websites. We will give you access to a range of resources 

including MathsWatch videos, past papers and mymaths.co.uk, to assist you in working independently.  

Many of these are kept on our departmental blog, https://cheneymaths.edublogs.org/. 

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Mr Palmer or Mr Majithia.  

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
  
What will I study?  

Students will participate in two hours of core Physical Education (P.E.) per week.  

  

In Year 9, 10 and 11 students will continue to focus on improving their knowledge and performance. 

Students focus on a wide variety of sports in six lesson blocks using the astro turf, fitness suite, sports 

hall, dance studio and field. One lesson in four is a fitness lesson.  

  

As well as improving skills and tactics students work with staff to develop their knowledge 

of:  

● Health and fitness 

● Leadership skills 

● Life-skills 

● Opportunities for extra activity 

  

What qualification will the course lead to?  

There is no qualification for this subject.  It is a core activity for all students.  For a qualification in P.E., 

please refer to SPORT BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport.  

  

How will I be assessed?  

There is no assessment for P.E. 

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  
Mrs Hart    
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE (YEAR 9 AND 10)  
  

What will I study?  

Religious Studies is about developing an interest in people and their beliefs, within context of the modern 

world. It is about examining different cultures and having your own say on important issues such as 

environmental issues, moral behaviour, relationships, human rights and conflict. In addition, this GCSE 

also allows you to explore philosophical issues, such as life after death, the existence and nature of God, 

and how people make ethical and moral choices from both a religious and non-religious perspective.  

  

What qualification will the course lead to?  

You will achieve a GCSE in Religious Studies Specification route A. The examination board is WJEC. 

 This is a full GCSE.  

  

How would it help me in the future?  

It will encourage you to develop skills in questioning and discussion and to empathise with people who 

hold different opinions. Everything you do in this GCSE is relevant to your future life. It will help you to 

understand why people make their decisions, and why people have different views on the same topic. It 

will be useful when you travel, when you deal with members of the public who hold a faith and when you 

have to face choices about difficult issues.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

You will be assessed in class after each topic area and this will give you practice in answering exam 

questions. You will also get teacher feedback after each assessment explaining what you need to do to 

improve your grade. There is no coursework but the GCSE is assessed with three written papers, one 

lasting two hours and other two papers lasting one hour each.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

The most important thing is that you are open-minded and have an interest in other people and their 

opinions. Being inquisitive and questioning is essential. Listening to the opinions of others is also very 

important on this course. If you can do these things, you will both enjoy and achieve in this course.  

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

In Religious Studies, we tend to use a variety of sources. WJEC operating as EDUQAS in England have 

published a textbook to accompany this course. 

  

What students say:  

“RE allows you to explore some really challenging issues that I have never thought of before such as if we should be 

using products that have been tested on animals.”  

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Mr Westlake, Mrs Makwezva or Ms Pether  

  

   

 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Product?Product=9781471866340
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GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE (YEAR 9 TO 11) 
 

Science is compulsory for all students, and they will study either Combined or choose the Triple 

Sciences option across three years.  

 

What will I study? 

You will study aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Biology will include topics on cells, organisation, 

health, photosynthesis, inheritance and ecology. Chemistry will cover atomic structure, the atmosphere, 

chemical bonding, chemical and energy changes and analytical techniques. Physics looks at how energy is 

transferred, electricity, radioactivity, forces, waves and electromagnetism 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

GCSE Combined Science (worth 2 GCSEs). The examination board is AQA, and we follow the Trilogy pathway. 

 

How is the course structured? 

You will have eight lessons per fortnight in Year 9, 10 and 11. The course will not begin until part way through 

Year 9 – we will finish the KS3 course and then begin the GCSE course in April.  

 

How will it help me in the future? 

This qualification will allow you to study A-levels in Science and follow a wide range of careers – from Medicine 

to Aircraft Design. It is also accepted for entry onto BTEC Science courses at colleges and at Cheney Sixth 

Form. 

 

How will my work be assessed?  

The GCSE will be awarded entirely through examinations, but throughout the two years, students will sit 16 

assessed practicals. These are a requirement and participation is compulsory. Skills and knowledge from these 

practicals are assessed in the final exams. 

 

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course? 

You have to be interested in carrying out experiments and working with your friends to understand the world 

around you. You need to be willing to revise for exams and commit facts and explanations to memory.  

 

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites? 

We use the Educake website to provide questions and support material and the BBC Bitesize website for revision 

before exams. You will be able to buy CGP revision guides for Biology, Chemistry and Physics from the school 

shop. 

 

Who are the best people to see for more information? 

You can see any Science teacher for more information, but you are best talking to your current teacher, as they 

will know what type of learning suits you best.  

  

  

  

  

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
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ASDAN IN PERSONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (PSD) AND SUBJECT 

SUPPORT  
  

Please only select ASDAN if a member of the Curriculum Support (SEND) team has suggested this to you. 

 

What will I study?  

The PSD qualification offers imaginative activities and personal challenges that support young people in 

becoming confident individuals who are physically, emotionally and socially healthy. It encourages young 

people to become responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society and embrace change, 

while managing risk together with their own wellbeing. Units covered will include managing your money, 

healthy living, and preparation for work.  

  

There will be time available in these lessons to have support with other subjects and complete 

coursework.  

  

What qualifications will the course lead to?  

Either an Award or Entry-level qualification  

  

How is the course structured?  

You will have five lessons per fortnight and the course will last one year.  

  

How will it help me in the future?  

The ASDAN course will allow you to acquire skills needed in later life, will improve your social and literacy 

skills, and will support you to grow in confidence.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

You will be assessed by the work completed in the class; this will be in various forms, for example, written 

pieces, posters, presentations, leaflets, research and role-play. The completion of units will go towards 

your end qualification.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

To be interested in improving your literacy and social skills and to be willing to try your best.  

  

What students say:  

“This is my favourite lesson as it is fun and we have lots of interesting conversations.”  

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Dr Coombes and Miss Partlett 

  
  
  
  
  
  



 

14 
 

 

 

 

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION GCSE (Years 9 and 10) 
 

What will I study?  

A two-year course run for Year 9 and 10 after school on Tuesdays, for 1 hour. Classical Civilisation is not on the 

online option form. If you would like to study it, please complete the reply slip on this letter and reply to Ms 

Reynes. 

 

You will learn about different aspects of Classical Civilisation, including myths and epics, and a range of 

fascinating cultural aspects of the ancient world. The course does not include any languages and is ideal for 

those who have studied Latin at Year 8 as a bridge to Latin GCSE but is also open to any interested students 

who have not chosen Latin before.  

 

Classical Civilisation is delivered as an extension, offered through lessons after school (on Tuesdays for 1 hour). 

It should be chosen in addition to your four Year 9 options.  

 

What qualifications will the course lead to?  

GCSE Classical Civilisation through the OCR examining board.  

 

How will it help me in the future?  

The civilizations of Ancient Greece and Rome have influenced societies across the world, and there is no aspect 

of our modern world, which has not been affected by the legacy of these two great cultures. The knowledge 

gained will enrich your understanding in many areas ranging from literature, science, sport, music, art, and more. 

You will also gain essay writing and analytical skills, which are useful for many areas of study.  

 

How will my work be assessed?  

The course is assessed entirely by examination. You will be assessed at the end of Year 10.  

 

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

You will need to be curious about the ancient world, and to develop the ability to analyse the different sources 

we will explore. You will need to be well organised with your time and show a high level of self-motivation and 

enthusiasm.  

 

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

We use a variety of textbooks, worksheets and websites including resources developed by the classics centre 

at Cheney.  

 

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Ms Reynes, Dr Robinson or Mr Gimson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/149HC3_Xz6PCrJ1StD4f19qGkIKhrpM18BqrAuRgYFVc/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-classical-civilisation-j199-from-2017/


 

15 
 

 
 

LATIN GCSE (Year 10 and 11) 
  

A two-year course, timetabled after school on Mondays and Wednesdays for years 10 and 11. If you are 

interested in studying Latin, you will make that choice in Year 9. Latin is not on the online option form 

  

What will I study?  

If you have studied Latin in Year 8 you will continue to build on the knowledge and skills you have acquired 

from your work.   

  

What qualification will the course lead to?  

GCSE Latin. The examination board is OCR.  

  

How would it help me in the future?  

Latin is a rigorous and highly respected GCSE. It will support your understanding across the humanities 

and in particular, enhance your grasp of language, and your knowledge and appreciation of literature and 

culture.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

You will be assessed by final examinations. The papers will test translation skills and comprehension of 

the prose set texts.   
  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

You will be expected to learn vocabulary off by heart and the patterns of verbs, nouns and other parts of 

speech.  Homework will be set regularly, and there will be regular tests of vocabulary and translation.   

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

We will use the Cambridge Latin Course books and website. Numerous languages websites have now 

become a great support in learning a language and students will be encouraged to practice the vocabulary 

or do some research on the internet.  

  

What students say:  

“Latin looks great on your CV and can really help you with learning other languages. Also, the culture is interesting, 

varied and fun!”  

  

“Latin gives an extensive knowledge of other words.”  

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Ms Reynes or Dr Robinson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71418-specification.pdf
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ART GCSE  
  

What will I study?  

In this course, you will develop practical skills in art and design, acquiring the ability to investigate, analyse 

and experiment with your ideas and make connections with the work of artists. You will learn skills in 

drawing and painting, printmaking, 3D construction (clay and sculpture), art textiles and mixed media 

techniques.  

 

What qualification will the course lead to?  

GCSE in Art & Design. The examination board is Edexcel.  

  

How would it help me in the future?  

The study of Art can help you develop transferable skills that you can take to any career or job; the creative 

industries are in fact leaders in generating jobs in the UK.  It will help your research skills, the ability to 

work independently and the aptitude to share ideas visually. You could go on to take a higher qualification 

in Art & Design such as A-level. Ultimately, you may wish to go on to careers in fields such as Design, 

Architecture, Advertising, Marketing, Publishing, Media or Education.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

Your teacher will help you improve your grade by continually assessing you throughout the course.  

 

You will be required to produce coursework and sit an exam. Coursework is 60% of the final grade and 

includes a portfolio of work and a mock exam. The exam component consists of one set project and a 

ten-hour exam and is worth 40% of the final grade. 

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

• A good level of artist skill and a desire to learn new techniques  

• Be enthusiastic, ambitious and creative  

• Readiness to work hard and good organisation  

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

You will use specialist Art books which will be available in the Art Department. Your teacher will direct 

you to relevant websites throughout the course but for now have a look at http://www.tate.org.uk/ or 

http://www.saatchigallery.co.uk/   

  

What students say:  

‘I love doing GCSE Art because you get a choice of what you do for your projects and what materials you use. It is 

hard work but worth it – my work is on display and I can see how much I have improved in a short time.’    

  

Who is the best person to see for more information?  

Miss Cox  

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/SAMs-GCSE-ArtDesign-2016.pdf
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.saatchigallery.co.uk/
http://www.saatchigallery.co.uk/
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BUSINESS STUDIES GCSE 
 

What will I study? 

The course is Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Business 

The course is split into two units: 

 

Theme 1 - Investigating Small Business - concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills 

involved in starting and running a small business. It provides a framework for students to explore core 

concepts through the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business. 

 

Theme 2 - Building a Business - examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on 

the key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with an emphasis on aspects of 

marketing, operations, finance and human resources. It also considers the impact of the wider world on the 

decisions a business makes as it grows. 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

A GCSE in Business Studies - Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Business 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

GCSE Business Studies can help you prepare for further and higher education such as A Levels and BTEC 

courses. You will become skilled at decision making, being creative, understanding finance, communicating 

and working as part of team. A GCSE Business course could lead to work in a business-related profession 

such as accountancy, law, marketing or the leisure and tourism industry. 

  

How will my work be assessed? 

 

Theme 1 

Examination (50%) 

Theme 2 

Examination (50%) 

Written examination: 

● 1 hour and 30 minutes 

● 50% of the qualification 

● 90 marks 

Written examination: 

● 1 hour and 30 minutes 

● 50% of the qualification 

● 90 marks  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed? 

Communicating ideas, thinking creatively, working with numbers to solve problems, research and 

investigation, working through practical tasks and a good attitude to learning. Students are expected and 

encouraged to regularly watch the news and read a quality newspaper every week.  Students will use these 

relevant and up to date news articles for discussion and analysis in class.  Other useful programmes to watch 

are Newsnight, Dragons Den and The Apprentice.  These programmes will help students develop their 

understanding of Business Studies. 

  

Will I be using any particular text books or websites? 

There is one recommended text: Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Business. There are also many useful websites 

including: businessstudiesonline.co.uk, .tutor2u.net, bbc.co.uk/news/business 

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
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COMPUTING GCSE  
 

What will I study?  

GCSE Computing gives pupils a real, in-depth understanding of computers. It offers an insight into what 

goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming, which many pupils find absorbing. This 

course will appeal to students who have an interest in programming. It will develop practical skills in 

creating solutions to problems and promote confidence and independent thinking. A range of different 

languages will be used, the main one being Python.  

Computer Science is concerned with how computers and computer systems work, and how they are 

designed and programmed. Students studying computing gain insight into computational systems of all 

kinds, whether or not they include computers. Computational thinking influences fields such as biology, 

chemistry, linguistics, psychology, economics, and statistics.  

What qualification will the course lead to?  

GCSE Computer Science. The exam board is OCR.  

 

How will my work be assessed?  

The course is examined by two written papers (50% each).  

Unit 1 - Computer Systems and Programming written paper, 1 hour, worth 50%  

Unit 2 - Computational thinking, algorithms & programming written paper, 1 hour, worth 50%  

 

How would it help me in the future?  

Whether you are interested in following a career in Computer Science, Programming and Systems 

Analysis, or just want to have a competitive edge in the modern digital world, Computer Science offers 

you real opportunities to be at the forefront with skills in industry standard software and programming 

skills in languages behind major players in the world of ICT such as Facebook, YouTube and Industrial 

Light and Magic (the company behind productions such as Star Wars)  

 

What students say:  

“Really fascinating to know how computers actually work.”  

 

“If you enjoy programming like Scratch and Python you will love this course.”  

 

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Mr Magagula  

 

  
  

  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/72936-specification.pdf
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DRAMA GCSE  
  

What will I study?   

You will learn how Drama is created, including all the acting and staging skills that are needed to get a 

piece of Drama on to the stage. You will learn how to create a character and play this character in a 

performance. You will also learn many other skills that are highly valued in any walk of life. These include 

teamwork and confidently presenting yourself in public.  

  

What qualification will the course lead to?  

GCSE Drama. The exam board is OCR.  For further information, see the OCR website. 

  

How would it help me in the future?  
If you are interested in working within the Performing Arts or media industry, this course is the first stepping-
stone to understanding the demands of working in such a field. This course will also encourage you to develop 
a range of skills that are useful for further education and work in all industries.  
  

How will my work be assessed?  
The majority of your assessment is practical. Two units are performance exams, you will be required to keep a 

written record of your practical work as well as carry out research that links to your performances. There is a 

written exam at the end of the course that includes a live theatre evaluation and the study of a play. In total, 

you will explore, study and perform extracts from two different plays. You will also see a live performance to 

review for your exam.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

The most important aspect of this course is commitment. You will need to be committed to the subject 

and to working as a part of a group. You also will need to be able to communicate effectively with the 

whole class and have confidence in your work as a performer.  

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

We will explore a variety of contrasting play texts throughout the course.  It is important to see as much 

as you can and to read some different plays in preparation for the performance aspect of the course.  

  

What students say:  

“Drama gives you the skills to communicate with lots of different people and the confidence to express yourself.”  

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Miss King or Miss Johnson   

  

  

  

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242630-specification-accredited-gcse-drama-j316.pdf


 

20 
 

 

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION GCSE  

What will I study?  

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting new course. It focuses on practical cooking skills 

ensuring that students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working 

characteristics of food materials. 

 

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:  

• Food, nutrition and health  

• Food science  

• Food safety  

• Food choice  

• Food provenance  

  

Several celebrity chefs such as Heston Blumenthal, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and Nicole Pisani have 

also endorsed this new qualification.  

  

What qualification will the course lead to?   

GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition  

  

How would it help me in the future?  

The opportunities to work within the food industry really are endless.  A GCSE in Food Preparation and 

Nutrition can lead to exciting and well-paid career opportunities such as catering, food marketing, product 

development, diet related industries, and food retail.  

  

How will my work be assessed?    

50% NEA Coursework (Controlled Assessment) and 50% written exam.   

  

• NEA Task 1 – Food Science Investigation (10 hours) = 15% of GCSE  

• NEA Task 2 – Food Preparation Assessment (20 hours including a 3 hour assessment) = 35% 

of GCSE  

• Written Paper 1 hour 45 minute exam = 50% of GCSE  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

You must be prepared to work in a group and independently. Students are also expected to be prepared 

for lessons by familiarizing themselves with their recipes prior to attending class.  You must also have 

good personal organization and time management skills.  

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition: Student book ISBN:978-1-908682-78-9  

  

What students say:  

“I now understand the Science and Technology behind everyday foods we eat.”   

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?   

Mr Olubodun  
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE  
  

What will I study?   

Geography is the study of our interactions with the world around us and so is one of the most varied 

subjects you can study. This includes hurricanes and volcanoes as well as global poverty and the UK’s 

political role in the world. We will examine issues of food insecurity, culture and housing shortages in the 

UK, as well as polar ecosystems, tropical rainforests and global warming.   

  

During the course, you will learn a wide range of valuable skills such as research, presentations, decision-
making and thinking. Fieldwork is fundamental to Geography. We will undertake two fieldwork days for the 
exam and we offer an invaluable residential trip, which you will be able to attend on one year of your course.  
  

What qualification will the course lead to?   

A GCSE in Geography. The examination board is OCR B  

 

How would it help me in the future?   

Geography is a widely respected subject, it provides a grounding in both scientific and humanities subjects 

therefore is an excellent accompaniment to all other subject choices. Geography is a skills based subject 

and in addition to learning specific environmental, field based and graphical techniques you will also 

develop a wide range of transferable skills such as enquiry, research, analysis and evaluation; skills which 

are highly valued by universities and employers. Geography also develops your understanding of issues 

and will empower you to take action on topical issues such as global warming, global poverty, and building 

on local green field sites.   

  

How will my work be assessed?  

There are three exams at the end of Year 11:  

1. Our Natural World: includes the physical geography content and fieldwork questions.   

2. People and Society: includes the human geography content and fieldwork questions.   

3. Geographical exploration: a skills and decision-making paper.   

Students will be required to attend two fieldwork days to be able to answer all of the questions in the 

exam.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?   

The most important thing is that you have a desire to understand the world around you. Geographers also 

have a well-developed sense of social justice that makes them want to understand world issues.   

 

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?   

We will be using a range of textbooks such as Wider World and Geography for Avery Hill, and the course 

textbook, which is OUP OCR Geography B. Students are encouraged to make full use of Edmodo, an online 

learning platform to enable them to engage in further reading and research. In addition, students receive 

access to Kerboodle a self-testing online resource and access to the revision guide. 

 

What students say:   

“What I most enjoyed about Geography was the wide range of interesting topics covered. It meant that when 

something in the news like Typhoon Haiyan happened I could understand what was going on.”   

 

Who are the best people to see for more information?   

Miss Rabbitts, or your Geography teacher. 

    

http://www.ocr.org.uk/images/2017307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
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HISTORY GCSE  
  

What will I study and how is the course structured?  

• Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, 

treatment and the trenches. (30%)  

• The balance of power between monarchs and the people: The reigns of King Richard I and King 

John, 1189–1216 (20%)  

• Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 (20%)  

• How a country can go wrong: from democracy and human rights to dictatorship and war – Weimar 

and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 (30%)  

  

What qualification will the course lead to?  

A GCSE in History. The examination board in Edexcel. For further information see the Edexcel website 

for details:  

  

How would it help me in the future?  

History gives you a completely new and different view of life, and it is worth studying just because it is so 

stimulating. However, History is also a very highly respected subject, which prepares you for any job in 

which you need to solve a problem or present an argument clearly. It is particularly good for journalism, 

law, business, teaching, writing, publishing, the police force, the civil service, and many other careers.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

You will sit three exams at the end of the course. The exam questions will ask you to show: a) what you 

know about your topics; and b) what you think about, understand, and how to analyse the evidence about 

them. The questions are stimulating and your personal opinions and explanations really matter.  

.    

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

You will need a strong interest in people, have enthusiasm, and a readiness to work hard.  

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

A full (and very interesting) reading list is available – or simply talk to your teacher for advice on wider 

reading.  There are many very good books available on both our main topics.  

● Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History – medicine through time, C1250 – present 

H Stark /S Thoren ISBN: 1292127376 

● Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History – Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 – 1939 

J Child ISBN: 1292127341 

 

What students say:  

“It helps you develop many skills like thinking about things critically and analysing information. And you learn a lot 

of interesting things.”  

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

• Older pupils who are currently taking History GCSE  

• Your History teacher  

• Ms D’Arcy   

    

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
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LANGUAGES GCSE - FRENCH/ GERMAN/ SPANISH  
  

What will I study?  

You will learn how to describe what you think about a variety of topics: holidays, films, TV, personal 

relationships, school life, the environment, the world of work, future career plans, amongst others. The 

course will be built on the knowledge and skills that you already have from your work in Years 7 and 8.  

  

What qualifications will the course lead to?  

Students will gain a GCSE in French, German, or Spanish. Many top universities require students to have 

a language GCSE. The examination board is AQA.  

  

How would it help me in the future?  

The ability to speak a foreign language is becoming increasingly sought after, whatever career you 

choose. Linguists learn how to communicate effectively both in their writing and speaking.  This makes 

you more desirable to a potential employer or university.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

At the end of the three-year course, you will be assessed on the four skills 

(Listening/Reading/Speaking/Writing) to check your understanding, interacting, communicating and 

responding to different types of language. All skills will represent 25% of the GCSE.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed in this course?  

You will need to demonstrate resilience and resourcefulness.  You will also have to take responsibility for 

your own learning, which will mean reading/listening to languages in your own time.  This will enhance 

your understanding of the language you study.  

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

We strongly recommend all students use language-learning websites like GCSE Bitesize, Linguascope, 

Quia, Languages Online and BBC languages. Students should also use a dictionary as part of their 

learning tool alongside the textbooks used in class.  We use the following textbooks to implement our 

lessons: French AQA GCSE, German AQA GCSE, and Spanish AQA GCSE.  

  

What students say:  

“It is valuable to have a language, because you can learn so many more things and understand different cultures.“  

   

Who are the best people to see for more information?   

Ms Reynes or your language teacher  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/german-8668
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698
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MUSIC GCSE  
  

What will I study?  

During the course, you will develop your skills in performing, composing and listening. This course will 

suit the traditional violinist, the rock guitarist and everything in between! The listening element of the 

course is set and will guide you through music from the Classical era to today. The performance and 

composition units will cater to your interests and you will have an opportunity to try out a variety of styles 

before focussing on one.  

  

What qualification will the course lead to? 

GCSE in Music.  The examination board is Eduqas. 

  

How is the course structured?   

Five hours per fortnight over three years.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

You will be continually assessed throughout the course by your teacher to help you improve your grade. 

The course is 60% coursework which is internally assessed. This is made up of two performances (30%) 

and two compositions (30%). There is an external exam at the end of the course, which focuses on the 

listening elements of the course. This is worth 40% of the course.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

You will either already play an instrument or be keen and dedicated to learning a new instrument. You 

will be motivated, enthusiastic and creative and have an open mind to exploring new genres of music. 

We will fully support you with this.  

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

You will use specialist Music books, which will be available in the Music Department. You will also be 

directed to the Eduqas website for the course books once you begin the course.  

  

What students say:  

“Music is great because it takes you away from reality and allows you to express yourself through performance and 

composition. I enjoy studying the listening material as it gives me a wider musical knowledge.”  

  

“Music is an academic and fun subject and I am enjoying the challenges it is giving me. I also enjoy the composition 

and performance elements; I am able to develop myself as a musician with teacher support.”  

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

● Other students who are currently taking GCSE Music including Erin Snape, Angharad Dale and 

Finlay Tadman 

● Miss Jackson or Mr Barquilla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/gcse/
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY  
  

What will I study?  

This is a new and exciting course now on offer at Cheney School, currently being enjoyed by our first 

large cohorts in Year 9 and Year 11. The Music Technology course gives you the opportunity to develop 

your understanding of music sequencing software; for example, LogicProX (industry standard). You will 

create your own music as well as record and arrange existing pieces using the Music Studio and our suite 

of Apple Macs. You will have the opportunity to work in the music studio recording live instrumentalists 

and have a real understanding of how a professional music studio works.  

  

What qualification will the course lead to? 

Level 2 Technical Award in Music Technology. This is equivalent to a GCSE qualification. The 

examination board is NCFE.  

  

How is the course structured?  

Five hours per fortnight over two years.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

This course is 50% coursework and 50% practical/listening exam. You will create portfolios of recording 

work throughout the course that will be internally assessed. The exam is also practical and students are 

given a recording brief by the exam board. This is completed in controlled conditions towards the end of 

the course.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

This course is open to any student who is interested in the technology side of the music industry. You will 

be motivated, enthusiastic and creative and have an open mind to exploring recording styles. It is not 

necessary to be able to play a musical instrument. 

  

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites?  

You will use specialist Music books, which will be available in the Music Department.   

  

What students say:  

“I love Music Technology! I get to make my own music in the style I want and use the recording studio. There’s loads 

of practical and I get to learn how to use the recording studio – I’m learning so much and it’s so much fun!” 

 

“I really enjoy using the music studio – there is so much you can do.  At the moment I’m creating my hip hop track.” 

  

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Miss Jackson, Rashid Miah, Willem Liddell and Chelsea Cox 

  

  

  

  

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/ncfe-level-2-technical-award-in-music-technology-3665.aspx
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TRIPLE SCIENCES GCSEs (Year 9 to 11) 

 

All students are eligible to apply for this course, and acceptance will be determined by student 

assessment and teacher guidance and feedback.  

 

What will I study? 

You will study Triple Science GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. In addition to the topics covered 

in Combined Science you will extend your knowledge deeper within all the taught topics, as well as 

learning space physics as an additional topic in Physics. The majority of this additional content is 

embedded into lessons during Year 11. 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics. The examination board is AQA. 

 

How is the course structured? 

You will have 13 lessons per fortnight in all three years of the course. These will be divided between the 

three subjects across the three years. 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

This qualification will provide an excellent foundation for all post-16 courses in Science and follow a wide 

range of careers from medicine, nursing and physiotherapy to aircraft design. It is also accepted for entry 

onto BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Applied Science courses at colleges and at Cheney. 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

The GCSE will be awarded entirely through examinations but throughout the three years, students will 

be set 28 assessed experiments, ten each for Biology and Physics and eight for Chemistry. These are a 

requirement and participation is compulsory.  Skills and knowledge from these experiments are assessed 

in the final exams. 

 

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course? 

You need to be interested in Science, and will probably have thought ahead to what career you are 

interested in. You have to be interested in carrying out experiments and working with your friends to 

understand the world around you. You need to be willing to revise for exams and commit facts and 

explanations to memory.  

 

Will I be using any particular textbooks or websites? 

We use the Educake website to provide questions and support material and the BBC Bitesize website 

for revision before exams. You will be able to buy CGP revision guides for Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

from the school shop. 

 

Who are the best people to see for more information? 

You can see any Science teacher for more information, but you are best talking to your current teacher, 

as they will know what type of learning suits you best. 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse


 

27 
 

 

 

Sport BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport 
 

What will I study?   

The BTEC First Award consists of four units over three years:  

Unit 1 – Fitness for Sport and Exercise  

Unit 2 – Practical Sports Performance  

Unit 5- Training for Personal Fitness  

Unit 6 – Leading Sports Activities  

  

This course has been designed to give students the opportunity to participate in a range of practical 

activities as not only the performer but also the event organiser.  Therefore, students have the opportunity 

to lead their peers and other participants. The theoretical units allow students to develop their knowledge 

of components of fitness and the principles of training. They explore different fitness training methods and 

investigate fitness testing.  

  

What qualification will the course lead to? 

A qualification in BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport. Specification for what will be studied. The 

examination board is Pearson/Edexcel.  

  

How is the course structured?  

Five lessons per fortnight over three years. Lessons will be both practical and theory based.    

  

How would it help me in the future?  

On successful completion of a BTEC First qualification, learners can progress to or within employment 

and/or continue their study in the same vocational area. In Key Stage 5, students can opt for the Level 3 

BTEC in Sport, which equates to an A Level.  

  

How will my work be assessed?  

Students will complete assignments throughout each unit to meet the learning aims for that unit. The 

assignments will be assessed against the grading criteria for each unit and students will receive either 

Level 1 or Pass/Merit/Distinction (Level 2). The only exception to this is Unit 1 – Fitness for Sport and 

Exercise, which is externally assessed. This involves completing an online exam.  

  

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

Students should do this course if they:  

• Have an interest in sport and physical fitness  

• Are prepared to participate practically  

• Have the ability to work consistently, while being continually assessed.  

  

What students say:  

 “I am enjoying completing my personal exercise programme. It has shown me how I can improve my cardiovascular 

fitness.”  

 Who are the best people to see for more information?   

Mrs Hart or Mr Evans  

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Sport/2012/Specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446936603_BTECFIRST_CEC_L12_SPORT_Iss3.pdf
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN 

 
What will I study? 

This is an exciting course, which includes practical skills at the same time as providing you with 

knowledge about design and industry. You will design products to meet real world needs, create your 

designs using a variety of materials and learn what happens to your products when you do not want them 

anymore.  

During the course, you will produce several projects; each will introduce you to particular aspects of 

designing and making. All areas of designing and making are investigated, from architecture to jewellery 

design. You will evidence all your design, development and evaluations in a portfolio.  

 

What qualification will the course lead to?  

AQA GCSE in Design and Technology 

 

How would it help me in the future?  

This course leads on directly to A Level Product Design. Alternatively, you could go on to study BTEC 

level 3 in Product Design. There are many careers in the design industry from buying products for retail 

(think Bose or Bang and Olufsen) to designing and making your own products as a designer such as 

Phillipe Starck. As an architect you could go on to develop the ideas and designs for new buildings, such 

as a new hotel, or as a jeweller you could work for a prestigious company such as Tiffany or Omega.  

 

How will my work be assessed?  

Written Examination– 2 hours – 100 marks – 50% of the GCSE 

The paper is divided into three key sections: 

Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 

Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 

Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks) 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) – Approximately 30-35 hours –100 marks – 50% of GCSE 

Contextual challenges to be released annually by AQA on 1st June in the year prior to the submission of 

the NEA. 

● Students will respond to a chosen ‘Substantial design and make task’ set by the examination 

board. 

● Assessment Criteria for the NEA will be focused on the following: 

o Investigating 

o Designing 

o Making 

o Analysing and Evaluating 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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Students will produce a working prototype and a portfolio of evidence (max 20 pages). 

In the spirit of the iterative design process, the above should be awarded holistically where they take 

place and not in a linear manner. 

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

● An interest in Product Design and Technology  

● The desire to design and make things  

● A willingness to be challenged by hard work and organise yourself independently  

● An enjoyment of designing and creating.  

● Taking the Technology enrichment course will help prepare you for this course  

 

Will I be using any particular textbooks or website?  

The following link has excellent resources that will prepare you for the course: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552 

 

What students say:  

"The course has taught me a lot about designing and how to analyse products. I have also learned about key design 

issues and how to create and build marketable products in a real world environment."  

 

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Ms Basterfield or Ms Thorenwaite 

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: TEXTILES  
 

What will I study? 

This is an exciting course, which includes practical skills at the same time as providing you with 

knowledge about the clothing and textiles industry. You will discover all about fabric technology. Where 

do the fibres come from? How are fabrics made? What are the latest modern developments in smart 

fabrics? You will learn about product life cycle, sustainability, and all about how fabric products are made 

in Industry.  

 

What qualification will the course lead to?  

GCSE in Design and Technology  

 

How would it help me in the future?  

This course leads on directly to A Level Product Design –Textiles, or you could go on to study BTEC 

Level 3 in Fashion and Clothing at College. Students can also progress onto university to gain 

qualifications to pursue a wide range of exciting career paths focusing on design in textiles, fashion or 

interior products; merchandising and buying; journalism; advertising and marketing within the 

manufacturing industry. 

 

How will my work be assessed?  

Assessment: 

Written Examination– 2 hours – 100 marks – 50% of the GCSE 

The paper is divided into three key sections: 

Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 

Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 

Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks) 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) – Approximately 30-35 hours –100 marks – 50% of GCSE 

● Students will respond to a chosen ‘Substantial design and make task’ set by the examination 

board. 

● Assessment Criteria for the NEA will be focused on the following: 

o Investigating 

o Designing 

o Making 

o Analysing and Evaluating 

Students will produce a working prototype and a portfolio of evidence (max 20 pages). 

 

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course?  

● An interest in textiles, fashion or interior design  

● The desire to design and make things using fabric  

● A willingness to be challenged by hard work and organise yourself independently  

● An enjoyment of designing and creating.  
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● Taking the Textiles enrichment course will help prepare you for this course  

 

Will I be using any particular textbooks or website?  

The following link has excellent resources that will prepare you for the course: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552 

 

What students say:  

“I really enjoyed being able to create my own piece of clothing because it was something that reflected my own 

style, and I really enjoyed the making side of things.”  

 

“I enjoyed Textiles because it gave us a chance to enhance our ability to design and create new clothes and 

accessories.”  

 

Who are the best people to see for more information?  

Mrs Garden  

 

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology 
 

What will I study? 
 
You will study Digital Information technology (DIT) which is transforming all aspects of the 

economy and society. You will learn about social media, games, music downloads, shopping, 

microblogging, news and movies, which are a part of all of our lives today. IT is an integral part 

of nearly every major global industry. 

Digital Information technology (DIT) has many different uses from just creating documents and 

leaflets to creating websites, learning programming and devising animation/games, but this 

course also looks at technology: how it is being used, what we do with it, safety, security and 

the future developments and social impact. 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology. 

How would it help me in the future? 

You will gain practical as well as theoretical experience and knowledge of IT-related subjects and a 

sound grounding for progression to further study. After this course, you can progress to the Level 3 

Diploma in ICT or possibly A level in Computer Science at Sixth form. You can also progress to working 

directly in the IT industry in IT helpdesk or support roles. 

How will my work be assessed? 

The majority of the qualification will be assessed by coursework (60%), with one written exam worth 

(40%). 

What will be especially important for me to succeed on this course? 

An interest in the ever-developing world of ICT? 

The keenness to learn about project planning, designing and creating user interfaces 

A willingness to think independently and to work as part of a team. 

Will I be using any particular textbooks or website? 

Click here for some excellent resources that will prepare you for the course  

What students say: 

“I enjoyed using the digital cameras, mixing the sound files to produce the promo video.” “I created my own 

website using software. Adding the animations was brill.” 

Who are the best people to see for more information? 

Mrs Huggins 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/information-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Spec-BTEC-L1-2TECHAWD-DTT.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-tools-technologies.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments

