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WHAT IS REVISION? 
Revision is another word for reviewing.  It is the process by which you 
re-read course essays, notes, textbooks and handouts in order to 
understand and remember what you have learned.  Revision requires 
accurate notes and careful planning. 
 

 

When To Revise 

Some well-organised students will probably have been revising topics 
throughout the course.  Your chances of success will be much 
reduced if you intend to cram two years’ work into just a fortnight of 
revision.  Do not be fooled by people who claim that this method 
works. It doesn’t. 

  
Revision is an important part of what you need to do throughout the 
course. In the run-up to your exams you should organise your own 
programme: this should start 2-3 months before the exams.  
 

 
 

You may have to think seriously about giving up a part-time job; about 
suspending your help in the home and limiting the amount of time you 
spend with friends or on social media if doing these things interferes 
too much with your revision schedule.  Discuss these issues with the 
appropriate people so that you can do what you need to in the run up 
to the exams. 
 
 

 



 

Planning Revision 

 

1. Devise a revision timetable that suits you and will help you to achieve 
your best.  Your teacher should be able to help you with this. 

2. Allocate enough time to revising each subject each day.  Each 
revision session should last about 40 minutes, with at least a 10-
minute break between each session. 

3. Try not to revise more than two subjects each day. 
4. Decide what time of day you work most effectively: mornings, 

afternoons or evenings and schedule your sessions accordingly. 
5. Make sure you have time to relax before going to bed and try to 

have at least eight hours sleep. 
 

Days and 
week  

Monday Tuesday Wednesda
y 

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Example 
 
 

History – 
medieval 
Crime and 
Punishment 
Maths 
Surgery 

History- 
Modern Crime 
and 
Punishment 
ICT 

PE – fitness 
tests 
Art 
coursework 

English –
practise 
presentation/ 
exam 
questions 
Science  

Sort files for 
business 

Rest Day Exam 
techniques –
timed essay. 
Revision 
guide – 
biology key 
words and 
definitions 

w/b 2nd 
October 

 

       

w/b 9th 
October 

 

       

w/b 16th 
October 

 

       

w/b 23rd 
October 

       
 
 

w/b 30th 
October 

 
 
 

      
 
 

w/b 6th 
November 

 

       

w/b 13th 
November 

 

       

w/b 20th 
November 

 

       

w/b 27th 
November - 

start of mock 
examinations 

       

 



 

HOW TO REVISE 

 

Believe it or not, revision can be enjoyable!  If you lack confidence 
you can feel a lot better about revision by learning a range of revision 
skills. If you are over-confident, revision can help you to be more 
aware of where you need to focus a bit more. 

 

Revising a Topic 

 

Read through your essays, notes and relevant sections from 
textbooks, listing key points and words under each separate heading 
as you do so.  Use different colours or highlighters to show important 
points or to make headings stand out.  You should then try to list any 
of your own ideas under each of these headings in another colour.  It 
is useful to make notes while revising because: 

 

 
 
 

● It keeps you active.  The best way to revise maths, for instance, 
is to solve a problem. 

● It helps you concentrate and understand a topic more. 
● It saves you from having to read your whole course file - you 

can memorise your own notes more easily.  Your teachers’ 
revision programmes will include setting previous exam 
papers for classwork and homework. These will help you to 
revise and to practise your exam technique.  Don’t avoid or 
skim over difficult topics.  And don’t revise only those topics 
you hope will turn up in the exam.  If you are unsure about a 
topic, ask a friend or a teacher. 
 

  



 

Note-Taking 

 

The quality of your learning will depend on the quality of your notes. 
 
Your notes should be concise and relevant.  Create them in a style 
that suits you –bullet points, mind maps, spider diagrams and flow 
charts are all effective.  Good note-taking relies on your ability to 
distinguish between what is important information and what isn’t. 
 

 
 
If they’re handwritten your notes should be legible and organised 
under headings.  They should be in your own words, where possible, 
to help you understand them. 
 
If you re-write your notes, keep your final copy stored on the 
computer, on cards or in a small notebook.  Doing this allows you to 
easily review your learning. 

 

  



 

WHERE TO REVISE 

 

Where and how you revise makes a difference. You can work at 
home, in the school library, in local libraries, in the SEND department 
or at Homework Club. 
 
Whether you revise at school or at home, try to: 

 

1. Use a quiet, comfortable, warm, ventilated room which is well-
lit. 

2. Use a comfortable chair and a spacious desk or table. 
3. Have all files, books, paper, pens, calculators, near you. 
4. Reduce potential distractions to a minimum. Switch off T.V.s, 

MP3s, IPods, mobiles etc. Put a ‘Do Not Disturb’ sign on the 
door if that will help. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 

MEMORY AIDS 

 

● A mnemonic is a way of helping you remember information 
using abbreviations, words or phrases. To remember the 
colours of the spectrum in order, you might use the mnemonic: 
Richard of York Gave Birth In Vain, using the initial letters of 
each word to remember (in the right order) the colours red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. 

 
● Repeating facts, making rhymes for yourself and continually 

returning to topics are all excellent memory aids. 
 

● Diagrams can also help you remember and understand things.  
Each leg of a mind map, for example, has a heading that is 
linked to the main body or topic.  You can display these 
diagrams where you are studying.   

 
● To make your revision more varied, active and enjoyable you 

should set tests for yourself to assess how much you have 
learned.  Your answers can be written or recorded.  You could 
even ask another member of the family or a friend to test you.  
A sixth-former, or someone who has recently sat public exams, 
can support and guide you. 

 
● Forming self help pairs or small study groups to help your 

revision can be a great advantage.  Working with others can 
help fill gaps in your understanding or knowledge and is bound 
to be more fun than working alone.  But be careful not to make 
your sessions all fun and no work. 

 
● Draw large, clearly labelled diagrams.  
Maps and diagrams each need to have a 
title.   
 

 
 
 
  



 

Revision ideas  
 

So many people think that revision means 'read through your notes loads of times'. There's 

no doubt that reading through your notes will help, and it's certainly better than nothing. 

However, it's also very easy to read a lot but at the end remember next to nothing. The KEY 

to revising is NOT about reading, writing, looking or listening. IT IS ABOUT THINKING' With 

that in mind, try to vary your revision methods and try out some of the following ideas - your 

brain is far more likely to remember a new experience' 

 
1. Jot ideas onto a postcard 
2. Draw diagrams (e.g. spider diagrams or mind maps). 
3. Summarise a large paragraph of information into a maximum of 10, 20 or 30 
words 
4. Draw pictures to sum - up written information, as if you were playing Pictionary 
5. Connect pictures to text - e.g by associating a picture with a person/place 
(Georges Clemenceau = Clementine etc). 
6. Create a revision swordle of keywords at www.wordle.net. When you have 
created your wordle, test yourself or your friends on the meanings/significance of the words 
it contains. 
7. Brainstorm everything that you can remember about a specific topic, and then 
use your notes or a revision guide to check for anything that you have missed out. 
8. Record your notes onto AAP3 (e.g. using 'A udioBoo' software on your phone) 
then play your notes back to yourself walking down the street, on the bus, at the beach. 
9. Make revision posters and stick them up around your room. 
10. Put key phrases, words, people and dates onto sticky notes and stick them 
around your house so you will see them often. 
11. Create revision cards and carry them around with you. Whenever you have a 
few spare minutes, take them out and read through them quickly. Do this anywhere - on the 
bus, waiting for a friend, waiting 2/3 minutes before dinner arrives, advert breaks between 
TV programmes - you will be amazed how many extra hours of revision can be done this 
way without really feeling it' 
12. Test yourself or your friends - make your own tests with short answers and see 
how many you can answer correctly. Make a note of any questions you get wrong so that 
you can revisit this work. You could create a 'cruel quiz' to give to your friends or even ask 
family members to test you' 
13. Revise with a friend - divide a number of topics between you and share your 
work. Two brains are better than one' 
14. Complete practise papers - time yourself whilst you complete each paper. 
Target specific questions (e.g. larger mark questions) that you have found difficult in the 
past. 
15. Create a song/poem/rap – changing the lyrics to your favourite song to suit your 
subject can be very helpful. 
16. Re - order information. In your answers, you often have to 'prioritise' factors 
and justify their importance. Create a 'target' diagram and place the most important factor in 
the centre, with the least important factors of a specific topic being towards the outside 'rings' 
of the target. 
17. Use the Internet - try to search for revision games. quizzes and practise 
exam questions on your chosen topic. Websites like www.bbc.co.uk/bitsesize/ and 
www.schoolhistory.co.uk are useful for this. 
18. Watch revision videos, download revision cartoons, view revision images, 
listen to revision audio clips ,download mark schemes and practise papers at 
www.gcsehistorydept.co.uk. The revision videos are especially useful (watch out for the 
animated Lego men!). Simply click on '1:54' and select 'USA' or 'IR'. 



 

 

Mathematics 

 

In Mathematics, it is important that you do a large number of 
questions to make sure that you fully understand topics; ideally, many 
of these questions should be examination-style questions.  It is also 
important that you focus your revision on topics which you do not fully 
understand, rather than those you do.  To help with this, we have 
designed the Revision Cycle shown below.  Students who have used 
this cycle in the past have made great progress and been very 
successful in their Mathematics GCSE.  The cycle should be followed 
alongside doing homework assignments and practice papers that 
your class teacher is setting.   

 

 

 

 

  

Past papers are available from 
http://mrbartonmaths.com/students/
legacy-gcse/past-
papers/edexcel.html.  It is good to 
print these out, so you can practise 
showing your working-out clearly. 
 

Mark schemes and video 
solutions can also be found at 
Mr Barton Maths.  Look at the 

questions on which you did 
not score full marks, and 

make a list of topics to revise. 

If necessary, practice the 
topics you have just revised.   
The questions that go with 
each clip on MathsWatch will 
be useful for this. 
Alternatively, you can use 
www.mymaths.co.uk for 
practice (username: cheney; 
password: angle).   

Maths Watch videos, 
available on 

www.vle.mathswatch.com, 
will help you as you revise 
topics from your list.  Make 

sure you know your 
username.  As well as 

these videos, some 
students like to use 

revision guides. 



 

English 

 
 

English Language is a skills-based course rather than a content-
based one.  
 
This means that there aren’t 
specific facts and figures you can 
memorise to help you in the 
exam. Instead, the two exams 
you take will require you to: 

● read one fiction text 
(Paper 1) and two non-fiction 

texts (Paper 2) and 
understand the key 
messages they are trying to 
get across 

● understand the language 
and structural techniques they have used to get across those 
ideas 

● write a piece of descriptive writing (Paper 1) and a piece of 
persuasive, non-fiction writing (Paper 2) 

 
Things you can do to help you prepare: 

● read widely: your English teacher can give you a reading list of 
suitable books, but also try to read a wide range of non-fiction 
texts (newspapers, magazines, travel writing, autobiography 
and biography) 

● find writers that you particularly like and try to work out what it 
is that makes you enjoy their writing – is this a style that you 
could copy? 

● write: have a go at writing fiction and non-fiction texts of your 
own. For example: 

o Imagine what it would feel like to be homeless for a night 
and describe that experience  

o Write a description of a school trip you’ve been on or a 
family holiday 

o Should Britain have left the European Union? 

o Should the voting age be lowered to 16? 

  



 

English Literature  

The 10 Commandments 

1. Re-read your texts. It is essential that you know your texts really 
well as this will enable you to remember quotations in the exam 
(remember: you won’t have your copy of the text with you). Texts to 
revise: Macbeth, An Inspector Calls, The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and the Conflict and Power poetry cluster from AQA. 

2. Key themes/messages. What are the main ideas/messages your 
texts are trying to convey? These are likely to feature in the exam 
questions you get asked, so make notes/brainstorms/spider diagrams 
about how the text presents these ideas. 

3. Chapter summaries. To help you really understand the plot and 
how it develops, make brief summaries of what happens in each 
chapter/section of your text – and what key themes are developed. 

4. Character profiles. Make notes/brainstorms on each of the main 
characters. What do they do? What do they say? What key events are 
they involved in? How do they interact with other characters? Most 
importantly, what ideas/messages do they represent? How do the 
characters change or develop throughout the text? 

5. Setting. Makes notes around the location(s) in which your text is 
set. Is this relevant to the messages the writer is trying to convey? 

6. Learn some key quotations. Have a set of go-to quotations that 
you can use when discussing key ideas within the text. This will give 
you a feeling of security and save you valuable time in the exam. 

7. Literary devices. As well as quotations, think about the techniques 
that writers use to convey their ideas. Are there particular devices that 
are used in your texts that are useful to talk about in the exam? What 
about the way the texts are structured? 

8. Context. What was going on in society when your text was 
written? How might this have influenced the writer? Were they 
making some kind of comment on what 
was happening in society at the time? 

9. Poetry. Make notes/brainstorms for 
all the set poems for the poetry exam: 
the story, the tone and message, the 
form and structure, the language and 
imagery. 

10. Unseen poetry. Read as much poetry 
as you can, thinking about the ideas above and how poets use these 
techniques to convey their ideas. 
 



 

Science 

 

1. Get organised 
a) Know what topics are in which paper, and what you need to 

revise for each. Remember you have 2 exams each in 
biology, chemistry and physics! 

b) You are revising for AQA GCSE Combined Science or AQA 
GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

c) Know whether you are revising for Higher or Foundation 
exams 

d) Revision checklists and other science exam information can 
be found on GoogleDrive here: 

http://tiny.cc/y11science  
 

2. Find out what you know 
a) Quiz yourself. Use Educake (www.educake.co.uk) or 

questions found in revision guides, on BBC bitesize, or on 
SenecaLearning to find out what you do and don’t know 

b) Tick things off on your checklists when you’ve revised them 
 
3. Build your memory 

a) Your Educake homework is designed to help you do this! 
So make sure you do it! And if you don’t know your log-in, find 
out today! 

b) Go back over topics you revised previously. 

http://tiny.cc/y11science
http://www.educake.co.uk/


 

c) Make flashcards or buy some from the library or the school 
shop. You can make them online (or use sets that are already 
made) at www.quizlet.com  

d) Use SenecaLearning.com - the whole website is designed to 
build and improve your memory. You need to log in with an 
email address, choose Cheney School, and “Add Course” 
(AQA GCSE sciences. Ask a teacher for help if needed). 

e) Quiz yourself. This doesn’t just tell you what you know, but 
each time you do it, it also strengthens your memory. 

 
4. Mix it up 

a) Just like cross-training works better than just doing press-ups, 
mixing up your questions and topics is harder but much more 
effective at building your memory. 

b) Interleave different topics when revising. 
c) Use the “Random questions” on Educake to mix it up further. 

 
5. Use exam questions 

a) There are books of practice questions in the library, and 
available from the school shop (published by Scholastic) 

b) CGP have published flashcards with lots of exam questions. 
There are sets in the library which can be used, and more 
have been ordered that students can buy. 

c) Teachers will produce more sets of exam questions, which will 
be put inthe Google Drive folder at tiny.cc/y11science 

d) Any previous tests or mock exams contain exam questions 
that can be used and re-used. 

e) ELABORATION - when using these questions, don’t just 
answer the question: look at the information you are given in 
a question, then write everything you can think of that relates 
to that information, or anything you can work out from that 
information. This will really develop the skill of linking ideas 
together. 

 
6. Use Educake and SenecaLearning (see above!) 

  

http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://tiny.cc/y11science
https://www.educake.co.uk/
https://senecalearning.com/


 

Food Preparation and nutrition  

The written exam in Food Preparation and Nutrition asks students to 
demonstrate their ability to recall information, drawing together 
information about food Science and Nutrition and apply this to practical 
and theoretical contexts. 
The course covers 6 topics that the students will need to 
revise: 

 Food Nutrition and Health 

 Food Science 

 Food Safety 

 Food Choices 

 Food Provenance 

 Cooking and food preparation 

  
The written exam is assessed with a 1hr 45min exam (worth 50% of 
GCSE) 
Written Paper Structure 
Section A: multiple choice based on all questions covered in lessons. 
(worth20%) 
Section B: structured, short and extended response questions to assess 
content related to food preparation and nutrition. (worth 80%) 
 
Useful Websites 
AQA Exam board: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-
nutrition-8585/assessment-resources 
Seneca:   
https://www.senecalearning.com/ 
Online revision guide: 
http://www.illuminate.digital/aqafood 
Student login: 

User: student3 
Password : illuminate3 
 

 
Don’t forget to eat breakfast and consume plenty of fresh fruit and 
vegetables, as well as following a healthy balanced diet. Finally, aim for 
eight hours sleep and regularly exercise, this helps to keep your brain 
sharp. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585/assessment-resources
https://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.illuminate.digital/aqafood


 

Computing Science 

Revision for Computing requires a mix of learning content and solving 
problems requiring you to apply that knowledge to the scenario in the 
question. You need to balance your work on these, as your exams rely 
on both aspects. See OCR guide for revision from 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/267056-the-ocr-guide-to-revision.pdf 

Exam Board: OCR 

Course Code: (Current Year 11) J276 

Exam Board Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-
computer-science-j276-from-2016/ 

Written Exam Durations 2 x 90 minutes 

Written Exam Marks J276/01 Computer Systems exam - 80 marks 
J276/02 Computational thinking, algorithms and programming exam - 80 
Marks 

Useful Resources: 

- Link to past assessments papers from the OCR website 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-
from-2016/assessment/ 

- Link to learning resources covering both paper 1 and paper 2 

https://www.senecalearning.com/ 

- Electronic Textbook – Available from Computing shared area 
GCSE  

- Computing Science MOOC (www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org) 
 

- Past Papers – Available  at Shared Resources W:\Computing\Year 
11 Comp\Assessments 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/267056-the-ocr-guide-to-revision.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/assessment/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/assessment/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org/


 

Drama 
 

In GCSE Drama and BTEC Performing Arts, 
students are expected to revise in a manner of 
different ways; one of these ways is to learn their 
lines to ensure that they are as prepared as they 
can be when it comes to rehearsing and 
performing. Students are also encouraged to 
make notes on their scripts that help them to 
develop the way they play characters in scenes 

focusing on areas such as voice, movement, gesture and body language. 
Depending on the route that students take, they are encouraged to learn 
the correct terminology and do independent research that is going to 
develop their understanding of each unit.  
 
Students are welcome to have the assessment criteria and are 
encouraged to have this in their books as a constant reminder of how they 
will be assessed throughout. If students need extra support then they are 
welcome to use the drama rooms to rehearse and receive added feedback 
to ensure they make progress. 
 
Learning lines/Performance: 

● Write them down without looking at the script and then compare. 
● Record your voice and listen to your lines back in your spare time. 
● Tap a beat when saying your lines to help them roll off the tongue. 
● Do a character profile for every character you play. 
● Create a timeline so that you understand the journey that your character goes 

on. 
 
Research: 

● Research into the historical, political and cultural aspects of any play you study. 
● Learn about different performance styles and theatre practitioners. 
● See live theatre as much as you can, watch videos online if you need to. (make 

notes on the technical and performance aspects to prepare for reviews and 
analysis). 
 

Subject Knowledge: 
● Read the marking criteria and specification and use this to set goals for yourself. 

(E.g. focus on developing different areas of voice to play clear characters). 
● Make notes after lessons about the skills that you learned using subject specific 

terminology. 
● Become a hoarder – keep any interesting images, books, poems, music, props, 

costume that can inspire and influence your work. 

 
 



 

GCSE MUSIC - Eduqas 

 
 

The listening exam for Music is worth 40% of your total marks and will 
therefore have a big impact on your final grade. 
 
Below you will find a breakdown of each area of study – this is all in your 
folders, so you have everything you need to revise! 
 
 
 
Alongside this you could also use the New Eduqas Music revision guide 
by Illuminate Publishing (ISBN: 9781911208419). This not only has 
content to help you revise, but it also has a link to a website where you 
can complete exam style questions - this will be hugely useful in 
developing your listening skills. 
 
There are a variety of different music theory websites that will help 
improve your basis theory knowledge – the more confident you are with 
this, the easier the exam will be! (musictheory.net is my favourite!). 
 
The biggest thing for music is to LISTEN, LISTEN, LISTEN!! Listen to the 
examples we have given you, the ones in the book and your 2 set works 
– the more listening you do, the better! 
 

Area of Study 1 – Musical Forms and Structure 
This area of study focuses on understanding structural forms and 
devices across a variety of genres and styles from Western Classical 
Tradition. 
 
This will also include studying one prepared extract: 

● Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Movement 3, Minuet: Mozart (1787) 
 
Study the various structural forms and devices such as: 

● Repetition 

● Contrast      

● Anacrusis  



 

● Ternary 

● Binary etc.   
 
Area of Study 2 – Music for Ensemble 
Focus on understanding sonority and texture including instrumental and 
vocal groupings as appropriate to their context. Different styles must to 
analysed such chamber music, musical theatre, jazz and blues 
 
Study the various textures and sonority such as: 

● Monophonic 

● Homophonic 

● Polyphonic 

● Canon 

● Countermelody etc.  
 
Area of Study 3 – Film Music 
Develop your understanding of film music including the use of timbre, 
tone colour and dynamics for effect. 
 
For the exam you must understand how: 

● composers use musical elements to respond to specific commission 

● composers use leitmotifs and thematic material 
● musical features are adopted to create mood  
● audience/venue affect the performance of the composition 

● minimalistic techniques and music technology is used to enhance 
the effectiveness of the piece 

 
 
Area of Study 4 – Popular Music 
Ensure you understand musical features of various popular music styles: 
rock and pop, bhangra and fusion 
 
This will also include studying one prepared extract: 

● Since You’ve Been Gone: Rainbow (released 1979) 
Study the various musical features of popular music such as: 

● 32 bar song form 

● Strophic 

● 12 bar blues verse 

● Riff etc. 
 
And finally you must listen, listen, listen! 

 
 



 

BTEC First Award in Sport 
 

BTEC Sport has a great deal of vocabulary that you need to be able to 
define. This means that you need to memorise a lot of keywords. To help 
you learn these words use your ‘Introduction to Fitness for Sport, Unit 1’ 
booklet. There is a glossary of words that you could create revision 
postcards for. You also have the new ‘flash revision’ cards which 
have the definitions on. 
 
Once you understand the terminology you need to explain and give the 
protocol for all the fitness tests you have carried out as part of this unit. 
You then need to interpret different data, stating how candidates may 
design their own personal fitness programme to improve this aspect of 
fitness. Use the resources on the shared area ‘Physical Education -
January 2019 exam’. All the powerpoints have questions on relating to 
each topic. 
 

 
 
Finally you need to apply the information to a variety of scenarios. To 
help you do this answer the past paper questions set regularly by your 
teachers and again in the ‘Physical Education’ shared area. There are 
mark schemes in the guides. The more you practice the in-depth 
questions, the better you will be at performing well in them. 
 
Your Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) will enable you to apply many 
theoretical aspects of the course directly to yourself. Read it because it 
will help you explain aspects of the theory paper.  

 



 

Geography 
 
Geography is focused on interconnections. 
We’re interested in the interactions between 
people and the environment and the impacts on 
different groups of people.  
There are three key sections to your revision 
● Understand and learn the physical and 
human processes involved in each topic 

● Learn and be able to use the key terms 
to show a sophisticated geographical 
understanding 

● Know specific case studies, facts and 
figures to use as evidence as a way of showing 

a real life example of an idea or concept 
 
Things you can do to help you prepare: 

● Keep a glossary of key terms for each unit and make sure you learn them 

● Make revision notes that summarise all the key processes, concepts and 
ideas 

● Make case study profiles that include key ideas and facts and figures 
● Use past exam questions for end of unit tests etc to see if you can answer 

in full. The CGP guides have examples like this.  
● Use Seneca learning to test yourself or ask someone at home to test you!  

 
What else can you do?  

● Visit examples of places we study and explain the concepts and ideas to 
the people you are with, e.g., the coast, a meandering river, a honeypot 
tourist site 

● Keep up-to-date with current affairs, e.g. listening to the news or reading 
a newspaper 

● Use the CGP markbook to see if you get all the marks for the questions 
or what the exam board would want from you.  

 
https://www.senecalearning.com/  
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-
books/gcse/humanities/geography/grqa41-new-grade-9-1-gcse-geography-
ocr-b-geogr  

There is also a new revision guide:  

https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198436133/?region=uk  

And exam practice book: 

https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198436096/?region=uk    

https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/geography/grqa41-new-grade-9-1-gcse-geography-ocr-b-geogr
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/geography/grqa41-new-grade-9-1-gcse-geography-ocr-b-geogr
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/geography/grqa41-new-grade-9-1-gcse-geography-ocr-b-geogr
https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198436133/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198436096/?region=uk


 

History 
 

Revision for History requires a mix of learning content (knowledge) and 
how to answer questions (skills). You need to balance your work on these, 
as your exams are marked on both.  
 

Suggested revision methods 
● Class clips (see below) 
● Highlighting notes 

● Create timeline 

● Flashcards 

● Post-it notes 

● Test knowledge (Bitesize) 

● Plan answers to exam 
questions 

● Complete exam question 

● Spider diagram/mindmap  
● Research topic 

● Annotate sources  
Video and Audio resources for revision 
 

Using BBC class clips for Revision  
 
How to use them: 

1. Look at the topic heading/clip title and write down a prediction of 
what you think will be in the video. This could be a spider diagram 
or a list of bullet points. 

2. Now watch through, ticking off anything that you got correct 
3. Watch again, this time adding to your list by pausing the video every 

time you come across something new which wasn’t on your original 
list. 

Germany: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z9k9q6f 
Medicine: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/video/middleages/ 
 

Bitesize Audio clips  
 
These audio clips can also be very useful. They can be downloaded so 
you do not have to be at a computer to use them, or streamed from the 
site. Choose audio clips from either ‘Germany 1918-1945’ or ‘Medicine 
Through Time’ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/history/  

How to use them: 
Medicine :  These clips all start with a statement which the narrators will 
discuss a) copy down the statement b) complete a FOR and AGAINST 
simple chart of all the arguments that are presented for and against the 
statement. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z9k9q6f
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/video/middleages/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/history/


 

Germany :  These clips make a good basis for making notes. Listen 
through the whole thing first and then listen again making bullet point 
notes of the key points being made by the narrator. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Business Studies 
 
Business is a content-based course which also demands analysis.  
 
This means that there are a range of key words and specific examples 
you can memorise in order to illustrate your points.  

● Go through your notes and make sure you understand what all of 
the key terms mean 

● When you are sure you know what they all mean, go through and 
see if you can give an example for each one 

● Answer questions about these key terms and see if you can use 
examples in your answer 

● Make sure you are familiar with the mathematical formulae you will 
need for the exam and how to apply them 

● In using key terms or key business concepts, make sure your point 
is clearly stated, giving the appropriate definition of the subject in 
the question. Explain in detail and carry out a clear justification of 
your point by analysing it. 

● Make use of post card or sticky notes in addition to the business key 
terms bank to assist in remembering the definitions. 

 

 
 
 

Things you can do to help you prepare: 
● Read the business section of the BBC news website, Forbes, 

Times100 and the Business Times to keep up to date with current 
examples you can use in your exam 

● Read it ‘actively’ – think about the key concepts we have learnt 
about – can you explain using key words what is happening? 

  



 

Modern Foreign Languages 
French, German, Spanish 

  
Languages is a skills-based course as well as a content-based one.  This 

means that you have topics of vocabulary to learn as well as knowing 

exam techniques. 

 

All 4 skills will be assessed: (Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing) 

 

Speaking and Writing: 

● Spend 10 minutes a day on www.memorise.com to ensure you have 
covered all topics and have a wide range of vocabulary 

● Learn all your questions for your speaking conversation 
● Read and learn all the set phrases from the Speaking Survival guide 

which you can use in both your speaking and writing exams 
● Learn the phrases from the Chatty Mat. 
● Make Flashcards to record vocabulary and set phrases 

 
Listening: 

● Build up your listening stamina! Start with one listening exercise, 
then build up to three or four per revision session (see lists below 
for useful listening sites). 

● Look at the question. What’s the topic? Which words can you expect 
to come up? How could the examiner try and catch you out? 

● Numbers can be tricky. Listen out for ages, dates, times and prices 
and note them down. 

● Always listen to a passage at least twice before committing to an 
answer. Try and repeat sentences to yourself more slowly so the 
words sink in. 

● Look at the transcript (if available) and write down any vocabulary 
you didn’t recognise. 

● Try listening to French radio for 5 minutes (increasing this with time) 
and make notes in English. Do this with a friend and compare what 
you’ve written! (See below for useful sites). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.memorise.com/
http://www.memorise.com/


 

Reading: 
  

  

● Look at the question first. What’s the topic? Which words can you 
expect to come up? How could the examiner try and catch you out? 

● Read the passage carefully. Identify key words, then look for those 
tricky little words that can change the meaning of a sentence (see 
below for a few examples!) 

● Find the verbs. What tense are they in? Is the writer talking about 
the present (je mange), past (je mangeais, j’ai mangé), future (je 
mangerai, je vais manger,) or a possibility (je mangerais, je 
voudrais manger)? 

● German version = present (Ich esse), past (Ich aß / ich habe 
gegessen), future (ich werde…essen), or a possibility (ich 
würde…essen) 

● Spanish version: look at “Cheat” list 
● If you’re reading a series of statements by several people, and the 

question asks you to write the name of one of the people, try writing 
a brief summary of what each person has said in English. 

● Check your work thoroughly and write down any vocabulary you 
didn’t recognise. 

  

Useful sites for all languages 

● https://www.memrise.com 

● http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/Index.htm 

● https://www.linguascope.com/ (ask your teachers for the log in!) 

● https://www.duolingo.com/ 

● https://www.bbc.com/education 

  

Kerboodle Resources – Textbook (ask your MLF teacher for your 

password) 

Online Audio Dictionary 

http://french.about.com/od/vocabulary/a/audiodictionary.htm - look up 

individual words for pronunciation guidance and meaning. 

MYLO www.hellomylo.com – Use the ‘I need the basics’ activities to 

revise key topic areas (and build your confidence!). The ‘I’d like a 

challenge’ activities are GCSE Level. The listening activities all have 

transcripts, but try doing them without reading these first. 

https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/Index.htm
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/Index.htm
https://www.linguascope.com/
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.bbc.com/education
https://www.bbc.com/education
http://french.about.com/od/vocabulary/a/audiodictionary.htm
http://french.about.com/od/vocabulary/a/audiodictionary.htm
http://french.about.com/od/vocabulary/a/audiodictionary.htm
http://www.hellomylo.com/
http://www.hellomylo.com/


 

Zut! http://www.zut.org.uk/intermediate/year10.html  - This site is 

available for free apart from weekdays from 10am – 4pm. Listening and 

Reading exercises divided into topic areas. 

BBC Bitesize - http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/ - 

GCSE-style Listening and Reading questions that you can mark online. 

Do the Foundation as well as the Higher activities. The Grammar section 

is useful for those annoying little words (try Pronouns and When, where 

and how much) 

Really Useful French http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/haberg/index.htm - 

Site is broken down into individual topic areas (scroll down to access 

these). 

French Revision http://www.frenchrevision.co.uk/ - The Intermediate 

section contains core GCSE vocabulary and some sample exercises from 

EdExcel. 

Website for conjugating German verbs 

http://www.verbix.com/languages/german.html 

German TV channel for listening https://www.daserste.de/ 

French Radio: 

● NRJ www.nrj.fr – Pop and chart music with some talking – possibly 
best to have on in the background 

● Le Mouv http://www.lemouv.fr/ - French equivalent of Radio 1. 
Podcasts also available at http://www.lemouv.fr/podcasts 

● Radio France http://www.radiofrance.fr/ - a variety of stations a bit 
like the BBC. Try France Info for news (don’t expect to understand 
everything though!) 

● http://www.listenlive.eu/france.html - a list of all French radio 
stations streaming online. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zut.org.uk/intermediate/year10.html
http://www.zut.org.uk/intermediate/year10.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/
http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/haberg/index.htm
http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/haberg/index.htm
http://www.frenchrevision.co.uk/
http://www.frenchrevision.co.uk/
http://www.verbix.com/languages/german.html
http://www.verbix.com/languages/german.html
http://www.verbix.com/languages/german.html
http://www.verbix.com/languages/german.html
https://www.daserste.de/
https://www.daserste.de/
http://www.nrj.fr/
http://www.nrj.fr/
http://www.lemouv.fr/
http://www.lemouv.fr/
http://www.lemouv.fr/podcasts
http://www.lemouv.fr/podcasts
http://www.radiofrance.fr/
http://www.radiofrance.fr/
http://www.listenlive.eu/france.html
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Lots of this advice came from The Guardian newspaper 

and other web sources. 

Try these links for more interesting ideas about revision 

and activities to try: 

SecEd - Study skills: Effective use of revision guides 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2012/n

ov/06/how-your-brain-likes-to-revise 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/jan/08/five-

secrets-of-successful-revising 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3 

 

Go to our school website for an electronic copy of this 

guide to revision: 

http://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/ 

Speak to your teachers and look up department sections 

on the school website for more information. 

http://www.sec-ed.co.uk/best-practice-ezine/study-skills-effective-use-of-revision-guides/162527/401386/?utm_content=Study%20skills%3A%20Effective%20use%20of%20revision%20guides&utm_campaign=SecEd12OCT17&utm_source=SecEd&utm_medium=adestra_email&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sec-ed.co.uk%2Fbest-practice-ezine%2Fstudy-skills-effective-use-of-revision-guides%2F162527%2F%24AMF_FIELD_mab_userid%24%2F
http://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2012/nov/06/how-your-brain-likes-to-revise
http://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2012/nov/06/how-your-brain-likes-to-revise
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/jan/08/five-secrets-of-successful-revising
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/jan/08/five-secrets-of-successful-revising
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3
http://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/

