
 

 
Ms Hackett, Head of Sixth Form 

 
17 December 2020 

 
Dear Sixth Form Students, Parents/Carers 

 
Sixth Form Update 

 
It’s getting very close now to the winter break and I can’t believe that we’re already at the end of Term 2. Our 
Year 12 students have continued to thrive in Sixth Form, and it’s like they have always been here. It’s been a 
very busy term with lots of exciting talks and events, and we’re now all looking forward to a well-earned break. 
Just a reminder that we finish on 19 December at 12.35pm. 
 
Mocks 
After the holiday, we are straight into Sixth Form Mocks. The timetables for Year 12 & Year 13 are printed at 
the end of this letter, and we will be issuing individual timetables for all students. We will be running these 
exams under strict exam conditions. Please help your son/daughter to prepare for this by making sure they 
know when their exams are, that they arrive for their exams fully prepared, with pens/pencils in a clear pencil 
case, a clear water bottle and that they have with them any other special equipment (eg, calculator). Year 12 
study leave is 7– 10 January and Year 13 study leave is 13–17 January; during this time they only need to 
come into school for their exams, although they are, of course, welcome to use the study areas around school. 
Their teachers will also be setting them work for the week, which they are expected to complete for their first 
lessons back after the exams in the week of 13 January (Year 12) and 20 January (Year 13). For clarity, all 
Year 13s are expected in school as normal from 7–10 January. 
 
Morning exams start at 9.00am and afternoon exams at 1.00pm, and we expect students to arrive ½ hour 
before they start to ensure their bags, coats and phones are stored away safely, and that they are calm and 
prepared. 
 
Key Dates 
Winter Ball 17/12/19  
Back to Cheney Event - Periods 2 (Y12)  & 3 (Y12 & 13) 19/12/19 
Term Ends at 12:35 19/12/19 
 
Key Dates during Terms 3 and 4 
Inset day for staff 6/1/20 
Start of Term 3 (8:30 for Y12 AM candidates; 10:00 for Y13) 7/1/20 
Year 12 Mock Exams (& Y12 study leave) 7/1/20 – 10/1/20 
Year 13 Mock Exams (& Y13 study leave) 13/1/20 – 17/1/20 
Sixth Form Open Evening 29/1/20 
Report 2 sent home and End of Term 3 14/2/20 
Start of Term 4 24/2/20 
Careers Convention Evening 3/3/20 
Student Conference (Y12 off-timetable) 4/3/20 
Year 12 UCAS information evening 11/3/20 
Year 12 UCAS Convention at Brunel University 12/3/20 
End of Term 4 3/4/20 
 
Term 5 & 6 Reminders 
Start of Term 5 20/4/20 
Year 12 UCAS Predictor Exams 1/6/20 – 5/5/20 
 



 

 
Year 12 Work Experience 8/6/20 – 12/6/20 
Cern Trip (Year 12 Physics Students) 9/6/20 – 11/6/20 
Music Summer Show 9/7/20 
 
Punctuality 
Some of our students are finding it challenging to be on time for lessons, which is very disruptive to the class 
and students’ learning. Please can you help them to understand the importance of being on time. 
 
Some highlights of the year so far ... 
 
Assemblies: We have had a range of visiting speakers this year including: Chris Cullen from ‘Oxfordshire 
Mindfulness Centre’, Anwar Akhtar director of ‘The Somasa Culture and Politics’ website, Clare Cory from the 
Ashmolean and representatives of ’Price Waterhouse Coopers’ talking about apprenticeships and careers in 
accountancy. 
 
Hustings and Mock Election: A group of 20 students in Year 12 organised a Mock Election at Cheney. This 
included planning and delivering the campaigns for the main political parties. They delivered an outstanding 
husting during the Sixth Form assembly with strong performances by the Party Leaders and considerable 
support in the background. Their campaign posters around school and visits to lower school tutor groups 
provoked healthy debate amongst students and parents.  
 
Volunteering: We are really proud of how all of our students in Year 12 and Year 13 have taken on the 
challenge of volunteering in and out of school. We will be awarding some prizes to students who have made 
significant contributions to our school community before the term is out.  We do anticipate that all Year 12’s will 
take part in our Sixth Form Open Evening on Wednesday 29 January; they were such excellent ambassadors 
for the school during Open Evening that we are hoping they can do the same in January. We are also pleased 
to share that the SSLT continue to develop their projects across the school: this year to date they have had 
discussions on teaching and learning, secured a prayer room, raised money for charity, organised their ball 
and made environmental changes across the school. We look forward to what 2020 might have in store. 
 
Maxi is growing into her role and is a supportive companion to many of us. She has her own timetable, which 
includes a lot of Sixth Form time. Students have the opportunity to spend time with Maxi, either playing 
outside, chilling in her room or contributing to her puppy training. She has a calming effect on students and 
they are enjoying having the opportunity to spend time with her. Maxi is now beginning to read with lower 
school students as well as spend time with students who find daily life at school difficult and is enjoying being a 
member of the school community. 
 
Sport:  The Sixth Form football team has trained and competed with real enthusiasm and determination 
against tough opposition. We are still looking for that winning streak! 
 
EPQ Presentation Evening: Year 13 students have recently presented EPQs on: the opt out system for 
organ donation, political art in Catalonia, Gothic Fiction, Greek myths, the Tuskegee syphilis experiment, gene 
therapy for sickle cell anaemia, music therapy and autism, social media and depression, Islamic medicine, the 
sugar tax and obesity, Oscar Wilde, the portrayal of mental health in film, and the failure of Concorde. We look 
forward to a similar range of topics from interested Year Twelves, who should come to L14 at morning break 
on Tuesday 14 January for an introductory meeting.  
 
Marines: Three Marines spent two days in the Sixth Form starting with an assembly about careers in the 
Marines. Year 12 and Year 13 then pushed themselves to their physical and mental limits in the team building 
activities over the following day. We have been really interested in the students’ feedback including some 
thought-provoking comments for the marines about how they present aspects of their work to an intelligent  

 



 

 
audience. Again our students considered, debated and in many cases disagreed with respect. Students 
evidently enjoyed the team-building activities and we have been able to pass on some really positive feedback 
about this! It has also made students (and staff) consider what physical exercise they do each week and how 
important this is now that compulsory PE lessons have finished. 
 
UCAS: Most Year 13 students have been applying for University through the Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service (UCAS). They have applied for Universities across the country from St Andrews to 
Plymouth. They are now starting to receive conditional offers based on their predicted grades for the Summer 
exams. 84 students from our 2018 and 2019 leavers have started University this autumn and another 17 are 
taking gap years and planning to start in 2020. We’re really looking forward to seeing around 25 of last year’s 
leavers who will be joining us on the last day of term for the ‘Back to Cheney’ event, to talk with Year 12 about 
their experiences of university so far. Any leaver currently at university is very welcome to attend – please 
encourage older siblings to get in touch with Mr Gimson (dgi@cheney.oxon.sch.uk) if they are able to come.  
 
Year 13 aspirant medics attended a Multiple Mini-Interview practice session with Professor Bob Arnott, Dr 
Laurence Leaver, Dr Gareth Jones, five Oxford medical students, Hayley Parry, the teacher in charge of 
medical applications at Magdalen College School, and Dr Robinson. Both interviewers and interviewees very 
much enjoyed the 12 five-minute interviews/simulations that took place. Year 12 aspirant medics and others 
recently visited the Weston Library to look at (mostly original) texts from the Middle Ages to the founding of the 
NHS – it was a great chance to come close to many of the decisive moments in medical history. Year 13 
Historians have recently visited many of the sites associated with the Reformation in Oxford and with other 
controversies. They were lucky to go on a day with winter sunshine rather than rain! 
 
Art Trip: Y12 & Year 13 Art and Photography students attended an amazing photography exhibition at the 
V&A. We had a fast walk across Hyde Park (Ms Cox is very fast!) and spent a couple of hours looking at Tim 
Walker’s Wonderful Things and the fabulous installation. ‘I liked looking at how the exhibition was put together, 
even more so than the photographs themselves’ Edith Woodruffe-Peacock, Year 13. We also went to the 
Hope Exhibition, where we saw an inspirational display of the 12 Prize Winners. 
 
Christmas Show:  The show was again a really fun event.  It is great to see so many Sixth Form students 
supporting, performing in and organising these events. 
 
Science: Year 12 Physics students have benefitted from weekly research talks and workshops at Oxford 
University (with free food too!) and Biologists took a trip to look at electron microscopes and biological 
molecules. 
 
Winter Ball: The Sixth Form student leaders have worked closely with the Sixth Form team to organise what 
we anticipate will be a wonderful evening. We are particularly impressed with the way they have organised 
fundraisers for the additional costs. Next term we will be turning our attention to charity fundraisers. 
 
Safe Drive Stay Alive: Year 12 attended this hard-hitting road safety event again this year. We hope that 
subsequent discussions at home and with their friends will actively contribute to the safety of their friends and 
family whenever they are in a vehicle. 
 
Leon Link: the Leon Link team have been raising money by selling Candy Canes to be delivered to students 
all around the school. They’ve done a great job and look to raise over £100 for the charity. 
 
Fond Farewell: Ms Rayment will be leaving Cheney, and Oxford, at Christmas to relocate with her partner to 
Newcastle Upon Tyne. She would like to wish you all the best with the rest of your studies and future plans 
and looks forward to hearing all about it when she comes back for visits. From January onwards, questions 
about the 16–19 Bursary fund can be directed to Ms Hackett. 
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We hope you and your family have a happy and peaceful holiday. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Kate Hackett 
Head of Sixth Form, on behalf of the Sixth Form Team 
  

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 


