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WELCOM E
Hello everyone, here?s your quick fortnightly update 
from SSLT! Lots of exciting news this week; on 
Friday 11th December, SSLT have organised our 
first Awareness Day for Sixth Form, celebrating the 
LGBTQ+ community! Make sure you come in that 
day ready to engage in conversation but (most 
importantly) have a great time. 

Our committees are also hard at work; the 
Well-being Committee are currently full steam 
ahead in organising an in-school Well-being Day for 
the last week of term, the Enrichment Committee 
have got some interesting speakers lined up for 
assemblies and (thanks to you!) the Charity 
Commitee?s project of re-opening Pam?s Diner has 
been a success! The weather?s getting pretty chilly 
out there, so you'll be pleased to hear that we will 
soon be selling hot food in L1 as well.  Hopefully all 
these brilliant projects might encourage those of 
you who aren't yet part of a committee to get 
involved! SSLT is currently looking for a 
replacement Communications Rep in our team; if 
you fancy your chances, please come and speak to 
one of the Head Students. 

We?d also like to thank staff and students for 
making the return to specialist rooms as smooth as 
it has been; but, please keep wearing masks in 
corridors, so we can keep each other safe! As usual, 
if you have any queries or concerns please email us 
at sslt@cheney.oxon.sch.uk or one of the specific 
email addresses, we?d love to hear whatever is on 
your mind! Merry Christmas, everyone!

Isaac Y13, Y10 Link  for  SSLT

Last Friday Cheney had the pleasure of welcoming Alastair Campbell to speak at 
our Sixth Form Assembly, invited as part of the Iris Project 's "Agora" project. 

Mr Campbell has had a long and fascinating life in politics, particularly as Tony 
Blair?s Director of Communications, and he spoke about issues from work-life 
balance and mental health to getting involved with politics and finding a career 
path. 

He has recently published a book, "Living Better ", which details his battle with 
depression, and advice for close friends and family members of those struggling 
with mental issues. You can buy a copy on ParentPay.

It was a valuable talk for everyone, and we thank him very much for his time!

A LA STA IR CA M PBELL SPEA K S A T 
CHENEY

My favourite tree in Oxford

Maddie, Y8



There will not be a day in my life when I will not recall all the good times I had at 
Cheney and the great people I met: I made friends that I will carry in my heart all 
my life. 

I really wanted to spend more time in this school and I am sorry for the 
circumstances that did not allow it, which is why I had to return to Italy earlier than 
expected. There has not been a day that I did not go to school with a massive 
smile on my face and I will always have a pleasant memory of this school. 

Finally, I want to thank all the people who made this experience wonderful and 
unforgettable and all those who have now become part of my life and will always 
have a special place in my heart.

TO CHENEY FROM  ITA LY 
by Federica

Being able to consider myself a Cheney student was one of the best experiences 
of my life, which I will always carry with me. It all started on September 14th, the 
first day I set foot in what would have been my school for the following three 
months, when I immediately felt welcomed and I did not have any problems 
making friends, since the people I met there were all extremely kind and friendly 
with me. 

The teachers also proved to be highly helpful and qualified, teaching me many 
things that I will always keep in my cultural background, which is why I thank them 
very much. They also pushed me to value myself more, to overcome my limits and 
never let anything get me down. I must admit that living in England and being able 
to attend an English school, even if for a relatively short time, has always been one 
of my biggest dreams, since I was a litt le girl, and now I can finally say that it has 
come true! 

I noticed there was a priority to never discourage us students and to always push 
us to be self-confident, making us understand that with good will we can achieve 
each goal we set. I also found the study method extremely dynamic, interactive 
and with a targeted approach to the different subjects, since you can choose the 
courses you want to attend. 

Seeing a completely different reality from mine, allowed me to learn a lot, open 
my horizons and definitely made me more independent and mature. 

Before leaving I could not imagine that I would be able to cope alone in many 
situations, that the nostalgia of being away from home was not a constant feeling 
but I would get used to it and it would go away and that true friends will remain so 
despite the many kilometres that part us. Honestly, I never expected to have such 
a great time and to be able to spend some of the best months of my life and yes, I 
can say that it is like I actually left a piece of my heart there. 



by Frances, 

Y9

RISOTTO

After weeks of preparation from students and teachers, the Cheney Christmas 
Show will be live on YouTube at 18:30 on Thursday 10th December! 

Lots of different acts will be featured, from Cheney staples such as the Orchestra 
and Choir, to brand new performers. 

We look forward to you tuning in!

CHRISTM A S SHOW 



by Anna, 

Y13

Artwork by 

Y12



OUR FA VOURITE 
TREES 

by Year Eight Museum Council

Last week was National Tree Week, 
where people across the UK celebrated 
the beautiful and ancient trees that 
grow all around us. The Year Eight 
Museum Council are working on a 
project to create a Tree Trail around 
Cheney, and last week, Gabriel Hemery, 
Forest Scientist, spoke to us about the 
importance of trees in our daily lives, 
from homes for wildlife of all kinds, to 
being part of the buildings we live in and 
use.

Gabriel is running a national project 
called Tree Letters, where he is leaving a 
capsule with a letter inside on trees all 
over the country. We are very lucky that 
he has left one for us at Cheney on one 
of our trees. When someone finds it, 
they will find a letter to the tree, and a 
password to a website where they can 
leave their own letter to any tree. 
Gabriel will publish the best of these 
letters in a book.

You can find out more at 
www.treeletters,.com

The Year Eights each chose a favourite 
tree in Oxford for tree week. If you have 
a favourite tree, let Dr Robinson or Mr 
Gimson know, and send us a 
photograph, and we will add your tree 
to our webpage for the project!

 African Cedar, Adam  Favourite tree, Imo

 Redwood, Scarlett  Redwood, Tess

 Pine tree, Drew  Silver Birch, Anna



by Venia, 

Y8
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