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R U M B L E
 M U S E U M
ABOUT US
The Rumble Museum at Cheney is run by 
educational charity The Iris Project and spread 
throughout corridors and rooms. We run 
regular projects, talks and events, and have 
two active student Museum Councils.

We have been awarded full Museum 
Accreditation by the Arts Council. Find out 
more at www.rumblemuseum.org.uk

The ethos of the outdoor tradition is to put 
the visitor first, so visitors are encouraged to 
touch and use objects. The students saw 
pictures of children using slate blackboards in 
the school house, and trying out ink wells, 
wearing  clothes of the era,  and exploring a 
range of other items. 

We are very grateful to Simon for his detailed 
and fascinating introduction to Beamish!

MUSEUM STUDI ES GROUP
EXPLORE BEAMI SH
Last week, our Year Nine Museum Studies 
students experienced a virtual workshop with 
Simon Woolley, Head of Learning at Beamish 
Open Air  Museum, who told them about 
Beamish itself and the living tradition in which 
it was founded.

He explained that Beamish was founded by 
someone called Dr Frank Atkinson. Frank had 
visited Scandinavian folk museums in the 
early 1950s  and was inspired to create an 
open air museum for the North East. This  
region was losing its industrial heritage rooted 
in coal mining, ship  building and iron and 
steel manufacturing, as well as the 
communities  which built up around these 
industries.

He wanted his museum to both preserve 
these histories, and also make them dynamic 
and alive for visitors.
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R U M B L E
 M U S E U M

AFRI CAN COLLECTI ON

We have been donated a fascinating and 
wide-ranging collection of items from Africa 
from a local lady who spent a lot of time on 
the continent.

The collection includes musical instruments 
like a drum, flutes and a finger piano (featured 
below). These finger or thumb pianos are 
often carved from wood and waste materials, 
using filed-down bits of metal for the keys.

The collection also includes a number of 
everyday household items such as a stool, 
bowls, and utensils, and a part of a door 
frame.
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There are also hunting items such as a quiver. 

We are taking advice on how best to display 
these very interesting and very complex items, 
as well as how to best care and store them, 
since the items include a range of different 
materials. 

Please get in touch about this or any other 
aspect of the museum by emailing: 
lorna@irisproject.org.uk 
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