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WELCOME 
 
Happy New Year everyone, here’s your quick fortnightly update from SSLT! 
We’re excited to welcome Joe Forrester as our new Communications 
Representative for SSLT, and are looking forward to their Committee getting back 
up and running.  
Another brilliant development has been the formation of a new Student Council, 
with representatives from all year groups - their first meetings were held this 
week, and it’s really helped SSLT to hear the thoughts of all the school! Feel free 
to pass on any issues or ideas to your new year representatives, the more input 
the better.  
Despite the lockdown we still have projects going on: Enrichment and Climate 
Action Committees are currently working on an environment-focused sixth form 
conference.  
Finally, we hope that everyone is coping with lockdown and virtual learning; the 
Wellbeing Committee would like to remind everyone that support from school 
and the school nurse is still available for anyone who needs it. Particularly for 
those in exam years, we would also like to remind any interested students to 
complete the government consultation on how grades should be awarded, found 
on the gov.uk website - it’s important for everyone to share their opinions! As 
usual, if you have any queries or concerns please email us at 
sslt@cheney.oxon.sch.uk or one of the specific email addresses, we’d love to 
hear whatever is on your mind! 
Isaac Y13, Y10 Link for SSLT 

By Leanne, Y10 



 

 

Start of 
term 
 
As we all know, this 
term is looking a little 
different for everyone 
and online lessons may 
be difficult for some. If 
you are struggling with 
lockdown, then the 
school nurse is available 
for a chat, or a socially 
distanced ‘walk and talk’ 
if you need some 
support. We also know 
it is very hard to keep 
yourself motivated 
when sitting at home, so 
it’s important to 
remember to keep 
healthy and try to get 
outside at least once a 
day. Obviously, we must 
follow Covid guidelines, 
but a fifteen-minute 
walk can do wonders to 
clear your head and get 
a fresh start for your 
lessons. As always, keep 
sending in your 
submissions to the 
newsletter, we love to 
see them, and keep an 
eye out for some 
exciting newsletter-
related opportunities 
coming soon! 
 

By Elsa, Y8 



 

 

Debating at Cheney 
 

By Lara, Y12 
 

Cheney is a unique school in the sense that it is the only state school in 
Oxfordshire to offer debating as an extracurricular activity. Not only does 
debating offer you the opportunity to explore new ideas, it also massively 
improves your public speaking skills and encourages you to think on your feet.  
 
The type of debating that Cheney offers is called British Parliamentary Debating 
and is set up with a table of 8 people, 4 on proposition (for the motion) and 4 on 
opposition (against the motion) - the proposition can be thought of as the Prime 
Minister’s party and opposition as the... opposition. You work as a pair to come 
up with strong arguments for your side and to convince the judges that your side 
of the argument is the correct side; this can get interesting as you may not 
necessarily be on the side that you believe in but still have to speak passionately 
in order for your pair to win the debate. 
 
Debating can surprise you and make you a more critical thinker as you may 
discover things about topics that you have only ever had a one-sided opinion on; 
an example of this is a debate I recently did about putting quotas in place for 
women in the executive positions (quotas being that you had to hire a certain 
amount of women or face a penalty). Initially, one would think that there are no 
downfalls to this - surely we want to strive for equality and this is a step in the 
right direction?? However, while arguing for opposition, I discovered there were 
actually quite a few issues with this motion; practically, and with the message it 
sends out. One example of this is the fact that quotas can discourage male 
applicants from applying to the job - which creates a whole other problem. 
 
Joining the debating community at Cheney means joining a community that 
encourages informed and educated open mindedness and an enthusiasm to 
delve into issues that could have an enormous impact on the world in which we 
live. 
 

 
Contact Mr Gimson at dgi@cheney.oxon.sch.uk if you’d like to learn more about 
debating, however, be aware that covid restrictions may mean that we cannot 
offer a debating group for your year group at this time. 



 

  Jollof rice 
By Islam, Y8 



 

  

By Dora, Y8 

By Gracie, Y10 


