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Term 5; just one more to go!  

………………………………………… 

 
It’s been a while since I’ve written a newsletter but it feels nice to be able to write one 
at the end of a full and ‘proper’ half-term, after what feels like forever! The last six 
weeks have gone extremely quickly and there’s been lots going on to keep us all busy; 
you’ve all certainly kept me on my toes! It has been lovely to see the relaxing of some 
rules and having a little more freedom once again; it’s been great to see everyone 
enjoying the outdoor space at social time, without being restricted on where they can 
go, extra-curricular activities starting up again and I’ve particularly enjoyed not having 
to nag everyone every 30 seconds to wear their marks properly! As the weather 
warms up (fingers crossed) I hope that we will also be able to use the field at break 

and lunchtime a little more next term. 
 

It’s hard to believe that we only have one more half-term of Year 8 to go; it genuinely still feels like yesterday that 
you were on your transition days! However, it’s easy to forget that you only completed six months of your first year 
of secondary school physically in school last year and you will have only been in school for six months of Year 8 by 
the time we reach the end of term in July. Therefore, you’re yet to have actually completed a full year of secondary 
school and I have to keep reminding myself and others of this as I think it’s a really important thing to bear in mind. 
Having said that, we are five half-terms in with me as your Head of Student Progress and I could not be prouder of 
each and every one of you. You continue to amaze me each and every day; we know that you’re a confident, 
inquisitive and opinionated bunch but I wouldn’t have it any other way. Your general attitude towards school and 
your work ethic is exemplary; you continue to get stuck into your classwork and homework without fuss and 
without dwelling on the past and I genuinely couldn’t ask for more. It’s been fantastic to see so many of you get 
involved in the extra-curricular activities and representing both the year group and the school this term and I look 
forward to this continuing in Term 6. 
 
Next term we have six and a half weeks before the Summer holidays; let’s make it our best term yet!  Remember: 
work hard, be kind and amazing things will happen. We have lots to look forward to in Term 6 including the 
summer show and sports day and I also have a huge celebration assembly planned to celebrate the end of Year 8. I 
remain ever hopeful that we will be able to return to face to face assemblies next term and I can’t wait to stand up in 
front of you all in the Assembly Hall once again but we shall have to wait and see… 
 
It’s been a very long six weeks and everyone is in desperate need of a break, especially me as I’ve been flying solo for 
a few weeks trying to keep all 274 of you in check. Please have a well-deserved and restful week off school, as we’ll 
all need the energy for the final six and a half weeks when we return! 
 
Take care and stay safe ☺ 
 
Mr Haines 
Head of Student Progress Year 8 
 
 

………………………………………… 

Staffing Updates 

As you know, we said goodbye to Mr Worrell, our Pastoral Assistant, at the start of Term 5, a little earlier than we 
originally planned as he secured a permanent position closer to home. Mr Worrell was an absolute asset to the Year 
8 Team and although he was only with us for a short while, his impact will be long-lasting. I would like to publicly 
thank Mr Worrell for all his hard work, dedication and patience in supporting not only the Year 8 students but also 
me with the day to day running of the year group. He is already sorely missed by staff and students alike and we 
wish him all the very best for the future. 
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I am pleased to announce that Mrs O’Donnell, Pastoral Leader for Year 11, will be supporting me with Year 8s after 
the half-term break. As the Year 11s have now left, Mrs O’Donnell will move over to the Year 8 Office supporting 
with all the day to day goings-on until Mrs Robson returns towards the end of Term 6. 
 
As a reminder, the Year 8 Team is now as follows: 
 

Head of Student Progress Mr Haines thn@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
Pastoral Leader (interim) Mrs O’Donnell pod@cheney.oxon.sch.uk  
8A/Tu1 Ms Kremnizer & Mr Read ake@cheney.oxon.sch.uk & jread@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8B/Tu2 Ms Lebari zle@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8C/Tu3 Mr Toner & Mr Harley otoner@cheney.oxon.sch.uk & ahr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8D/Tu4 Ms Bibbings abibbings@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8E/Tu5 Mr Muddle rmuddle@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8F/Tu6 Mr McLean kmc@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8G/Tu7 Ms Hilton nhi@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8H/Tu8 Mr Taberer bta@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8I/Tu9 Ms Falconer afc@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 
8J/Tu10 Ms Millard smr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk 

 
Please remember that your child’s tutor should be your first point of call for all general queries. 
 

 
 
………………………………………… 

Year 8 Tree Trail 
Our fantastic Year 8 Museum Council ran their Tree Trail 
event on Saturday 22nd May; visitors were able to discover 
Cheney’s beautiful and varied trees and enjoyed child-friendly 
activities, snack and drink stalls. Well done to all involved in 
such a brilliant event! 
 

 
 

 
………………………………………… 

Basic Expectations 
I’m pleased to say that 98% of you get it right, every single day but 
there is a small minority (and I’d like to stress, a small minority) who 
continue to try and flout the rules and expectations and don’t always 
get it right. In order for clarity my basic expectations, which I expect 
each and every Year 8 student to meet, include being punctual, 
wearing the correct uniform, being fully equipped and ready to learn 
each day and being respectful at all times. I don’t think this is much to 
ask and I’d like to thank those of you who always get in right – it 
doesn’t go unnoticed. 
 
 

………………………………………… 

Uniform 
It’s something I will continue to harp on about until I am blue in the face – uniform! The vast majority of Year 8 come 
to school in the correct uniform every day but there’s a small number who try their luck and try and slip through the 
gate, thinking I won’t notice their hoodies or jeans with my eagle eyes! I appreciate it’s been a little bit different with 
students coming to school in their PE kit on PE days however I am pleased to say this will no longer be the case for 
Term 6. We are reopening the changing rooms, meaning students will get changed into their PE kit on the days they 
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have PE, therefore every student should be coming to school in their full school uniform each and every day. The 
full uniform guidance can be found on the website but in brief: 

- Black trousers or skirt 
- Plain white polo or collared shirt 
- Plain black shoes or trainers (no colouring, including the soles) 
- Blazers are compulsory and must be worn at all times 
- School jumper/cardigan is optional and cannot be worn instead of a blazer 
- No hoodies under any circumstances  

 
Students need a full change of clothing for participation in PE. This includes: 

- Plain red top 
- Dark tracksuit bottoms or shorts (no leggings/cycling shorts) 
- Black trainers 

 
In Term 6 we are going to have another big focus on uniform and the reopening of PE changing rooms will make 
this easier as everyone should be in full uniform, every day. Anyone who turns up to school in the incorrect uniform 
will be sent home to get changed or will be out of circulation until someone can drop off appropriate uniform. 
 
 

………………………………………… 

The Halo Code 
Your hair is an important part of your identity and expression, and 
we would like to support all of our students in wearing hairstyles 
that are important to them. We are proud to be a school that 
adopts and supports the Halo code. We are really happy to support 
any student who wishes to come to school with a hairstyle that is 
suitable and appropriate for school as part of their expression of 
identity. Extreme hairstyles or hairstyles that are unsafe, remain 
inappropriate for school (for example, long hair that is not tied up 
for a practical lesson, or an offensive word shaved into hair). 
Students who choose to wear a head covering, are to wear one that 
is black, grey, or burgundy, as per the school uniform. 
 
 
 

 
 

………………………………………… 

Attendance & Reporting Absence 
Our year to date attendance for Year 8 sits at 94.3% - we have taken a bit of a dip 
recently but I’m hoping we can pull this back in Term 6 and end the school year as close 
to our target of 95% as possible. 
 

Please ensure you report your child’s absence to the Attendance Office on each day of the absence. If we don’t 
know why your child is not in school then they will be marked as unauthorised and this has an effect on their 
attendance figures but also the figures for the year group and whole school. Likewise, if a student is off for two days 
and we haven’t heard why, a home visit will be carried out as this becomes a safeguarding concern. 

 
 
………………………………………… 

Detentions 
As you’re aware, for those of you that don’t get it right, there are consequences. We operate a ‘C’ warning system 
whereby C1 and C2 are verbal warnings with no consequence; a C3 is a 30-minute after school detention and a C4 is 
a 60-minute after school detention. Year 8 detentions take place in J25 every day. If a student fails to attend a 30-
minute detention, it will be escalated to a 60-minute the following day. If a student fails to attend a 60-minute 

https://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/uniform/
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detention, it will escalate to a day in internal isolation the following day. Students are responsible for getting 
themselves to their detentions. 
 
Attendance to detentions has started to drop recently so I would appreciate it if you could speak to your child about 
this and remind them of the importance of accepting and attending their consequences. Having said that, the 
number of Year 8 students due to be in detention each day has reduced significantly recently and this is really 
pleasing and reassuring to see – keep up the good work! 
 
 

………………………………………… 

Rumble Museum 
 
Rumble Museum Year Eight Breakfast Talk Programme: "What Happens in the Brain?" 
 
The Rumble Museum is running a series of breakfast talks during Tutor Time on Fridays next term exploring a range 
of topics about the human brain. The sessions are delivered by experts in their field, and will involve a short talk plus 
questions.  
 

11th 
June 

“Life on A Planet with No Sun”, Chris Beckett, award-winning science fiction writer 

18th 
June 

“Exploring the Brain”, Professor Tim Denison, University of Oxford Neuroscience 

25th 
June 

“What Music does to the Brain”, Dr. Artur C. Jaschke, PhD Professor (Lector) Music-
based Therapies and Interventions, Department clinical Neuropsychology, Amsterdam 

2nd 
July 

“What Happens in the Brain When we Disagree”, Dr Andreas Kappeas, Senior Lecturer, 
Department of Psychology, City University, London 

 
The talks will take place in the Classics Centre (L14 on the ground floor in Lane Block). We ask that students arrive 
by 8.25am so the talks can all start on time. We will register you so there is no need to go to their tutor - you should 
come straight to the Breakfast Talk at 8.25am. Please use the Google Form below to select which talk you would 
like to attend. Students can select multiple talks, and we will contact everyone who has signed up at the start of 
next term with further details. https://forms.gle/FNpFvmWoEdC9GSro6 

https://forms.gle/FNpFvmWoEdC9GSro6

