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Transition arrangements for Year 6 SEND students to Cheney School   

  

If your son or daughter has been placed on the Special Educational Needs register at their primary school, 

the IEP (individual education plan) or targets they may have in Year 6 will continue (in a 'Pupil Profile') into 

Year 7 at Cheney School. Primary school teachers know their students well, so transferring key information 

and support strategies to secondary school is important.   

  

Staff in Cheney School therefore work closely with Year 6 teachers and SENCos. This is to ensure that all 

records are passed on, suitable targets for transfer are decided, and appropriate intervention and support is 

planned for a student’s start at Cheney.   

  

If your child is particularly worried about starting at secondary school, or needs to be gradually familiarised 

with a new setting, they may be invited to attend a series of short visits to Cheney. These are run by the 

Year 7 team and the Learning Support Faculty. The sessions usually start in the spring terms and run 

throughout the summer terms - the number of sessions dependent on an individual student’s needs and 

their progress in the sessions.   

  

Sometimes, Year 6 teachers or SENCos at primary schools may feel that particular students would benefit 

from some additional support and monitoring over the transition period. The Year 7 team usually lead on 

this for students without a special educational need.   

  

During term 6 (June-July), key staff from Cheney’s Learning Support Faculty are present at parents’ 

evenings for parents of Year 6 SEN children. This is an opportunity for parents to ask questions, explore 

what ‘Learning Support’ means in a practical sense at Cheney, and to find out what we offer students with 

special educational needs, whether the need is physical, social, emotional or educational. SEN staff are 

also available during open evenings and open mornings.   

  

For some students in Year 7, the Learning Support Faculty teaches small group teaching: the 7* 

group offers small group teaching for students who require greater support with their literacy; the 

7UP group supports students with their emotional regulation and engagement in school life.  

In addition, our specialist section in school Cheney Plus provides highly individualised therapeutic 

provision for a small number of students.   

  

There are also literacy intervention programmes for students requiring short-term teaching to develop their 

reading and comprehension levels, spelling confidence, and handwriting skills. Staff can additionally work 

with identified students on a one-to-one basis, in a mentoring-type capacity, to help students manage daily 

life and expectations in secondary school.   

  

On entry to Cheney, all Year 7 students take an assessment to determine their literacy levels - to add detail 

to the information already received from primary schools relating to students’ abilities and learning levels. 

These results can also raise awareness of students’ needs previously unidentified.   

  

During the autumn/spring terms of their Year 7 students on the SEND register at ‘School Support’ or 

‘EHCP’ will be invited to a meeting along with their parents/carers to discuss their transition and their 

current progress and targets (which can then be updated if needed). However, if there are concerns, no 

matter how early on, the Year 7 team and Learning Support staff are on hand to advise and help.   

  

Throughout their first year all SEND students should have regular opportunities to discuss their education 

and progress; parents are encouraged to attend review meetings and parents’ evenings. The school will 

conduct phone call discussions if parents are unable to attend mutually agreed review meetings.   

  

Learning Support staff are always attentive to parents’/carers’ perspectives and concerns, and 

parents/carers are encouraged to contact staff to discuss the education, progress, and effective support of 

their child.   
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Key words explained!   

  

SEND - ‘special educational needs and disabilities’.   

  

SEN register - is simply a listing by the school of students who fulfil the legal definition of having a special 

educational need or disability.  

An Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) replaces a Statement of Special Educational Needs: this is 

a Local Authority legal document, in detail planning a student’s education, and/or health and/or care 

provision from the inception of the Plan to 25 years of age. If a student progresses to university after VIth 

Form, Oxfordshire's Local Authority ceases to maintain the EHCP.   

‘School Support’ means that the student is placed on the school’s special education and disabilities 

register (with EHCP students) and who has a range of support, that may include professionals from outside 

school. Regular reviews of progress take place.   

  

SENCo - the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator is a teacher, with a responsibility to 

ensure the school complies with national law and local authority directives on special educational and 

disability needs.   

  

An Assistant SENCo is responsible for linking feeder primary schools to Cheney and - with the Year 7 

team - managing the transfer of SEND Year 6 students in to Cheney.   

  

The Year Heads of Student Progress and Year Pastoral Leaders work with Learning Support staff in 

planning for and managing the specific needs of SEND students.   

  

Key Stage 3 - refers to students in Years 7, 8 and 9; Key Stage 4 is Years 10 and 11.   

  

A mentor is an adult working in school supporting students on a one-to-one basis. The type of support 

varies according to the student’s particular needs, but the aim is to help the student make the best of 

school life and the range of support available. Sometimes this may involve mentors directly working with 

parents/carers.   

  

IEP (individual education plan) - is an agreed plan between student, parent and school, with targets over a 

specific time period, to help students make progress, showing the types of strategies/support the school 

and parents, as a partnership, can provide. Schools tend to use different names for the same format and 

purpose.  

At Cheney, in place of an IEP, we use a 'Pupil Profile' - an example of which is placed on the school's 

website.   

  

Cheney School: October 2016; updated September 2017; updated October 2019; September 2020; July 
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