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Most students will pick three subjects to study in Sixth Form. If you are predicted to
get high grades in the majority of your subjects, then you may decide to apply for
four subjects. The more subjects you study, the less personal study time you will
have during the school day. Students must choose one subject from each block.

BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C BLOCK D Twilight

Applied Science
BTEC Biology

Applied Science
BTEC Biology

Classical
Civilisation***

Drama and
Theatre Studies Economics Chemistry Chemistry

Latin***

Geography Fine Art Computer Science
Double Applied
Science BTEC*

Health and Social
Care BTEC History English Literature English Literature

OUT OF GRID

IT BTEC Mathematics
Fashion and

Textiles
Mathematics &
Further Maths**

EPQ***

Mathematics Spanish History Media DofE***

Philosophy Photography Music Physics

Psychology Sociology Music BTEC Politics

Physics Sport BTEC Product Design Private Study

Private Study Private Study Sociology

Private Study

* Double Applied Science must be studied with Applied Science (Block A or C)

** Students studying Further Maths will also study Mathematics in Block D - THIS COUNTS AS 2 SUBJECTS

*** Only to be studied in addition to your 3 subjects

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NH6Uy5hWSShhE1TiQ0CQLym-x6kO5N3O/edit#bookmark=id.346kgkkxelzx


Think for yourself, act for others

Cheney Sixth Form is a vibrant and diverse community where staff, students &
parents/carers support each other to be confident, resilient and successful. We all
take pride in, and responsibility for, our Sixth Form and value its power to raise
aspirations across the school, within our Trust and beyond.

Cheney offers excellently taught academic and vocational courses, and an
enrichment programme that we tailor to the needs and preferences of our
aspirational students. Our students always come to school, excited by their
opportunities and ready to learn. Our staff provide increasingly personalised support
to students, beginning from the moment they start considering their future post-16,
through the application process and their life in Sixth Form, to receiving their final
results.

We are serious about having fun while we grow. We all challenge ourselves to
continually improve and our work with key partners and experts ensures our
provision is cutting edge and inspirational. Students take an active role in
volunteering and in their extended curriculum that balances academic studies with
the development of practical, emotional & social skills. Students leave us equipped
to take responsibility for their future success, their wellbeing and the wellbeing of
others.

Your subject choices
When deciding on your choice of subjects it is important to reflect on what you enjoy
and how you learn. You should also take your GCSE grades and your future career
aspirations into account. Certain degree courses, such as medicine, have specific A
Level requirements and this will inevitably influence decisions. There is useful
information on this website: https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/degrees

Alongside our A Level courses, we also offer a range of Level 3 BTECs, which are
equivalent to a full A Level. In Science, we also offer a Double Applied Science
Award which is equivalent to two full A Levels.

We advise students to talk to staff before starting any A Level or BTEC course,
especially if it is a new subject such as Psychology, Philosophy & Ethics or
Economics.

All students at Cheney School are required to study three A Level courses along with
attending tutor sessions and assemblies and taking part in community service and
volunteering. Please also be aware that classes/options may change or not run if we
do not get enough applications to any one subject. We don’t envisage this
happening.

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/degrees


Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) and Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award are also
offered.

Application Process:

● Applications open – 16 December 2020
● Year 11 Parents’ Evening – 21 January 2021
● Sixth Form Open Evening – January 2021 (tbc)
● Applications close – 9 February 2021
● Internal Applicants’ Interviews – March–April 2021
● Offer letters sent out – April 2021
● External Applicants’ letters – May 2021
● External Applicants’ Day – 14 June 2021
● Ready for Sixth Form Course – 21 June–2 July 2021



Fine Art
Exam Board – Pearson/Edexcel, Specification 9FA0

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in Art, or interview with Ms Cox if this is
not achieved.

Staff Contact:
Ms Cox, aco@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Fine Art all about?
Fine Art is the study of practical and conceptual
art. It may be created to communicate ideas
and messages about the observed world, the
qualities of materials, perceptions, or
preconceptions. It can also be used to explore
personal and cultural identity, society and how
we live, visual language and technology. Fine
Art allows us to consider and reflect on our
place in the world, both as individuals and
collectively.

Course Structure:
Coursework (60%): September 2022 – February 2023: Incorporates three major
elements: supporting studies, practical work and a personal study.
Exam (40%): February 2023 – May 2023: Incorporates two major elements:
preparatory studies and the 15-hour period of sustained focus. This allows students
opportunities to generate and develop ideas, research primary and contextual
sources, record practical and written observations, experiment with media and
processes, and refine ideas towards producing personal resolved outcome(s) in
response to an externally set theme.

Complementary Courses:
Photography, English Literature, Performing Arts, Humanities, Languages and Social
Sciences.

Leads to:
Any practical or theoretical arts-based degree, jobs in the creative industries,
practical apprenticeships.

Students to speak to:
Rachel Idrovo and Charlotte Simmons.

mailto:aco@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Media Studies
Exam Board – OCR, Specification H409

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 5 in either English Language or
English Literature, but a Grade 6 in
either subject is advisable.

Staff Contact:
Ms Kavanagh,
eka@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Media Studies all about?
Media Studies is the academic study of

mass communication: film, TV, newspapers, magazines, the internet, advertising,
and how they attempt to manipulate their audience(s) into thinking or reacting in a
particular way. There is a theoretical aspect and a practical aspect to this course: the
coursework element requires you to create media texts of your own, working to a
professional style brief which is set by the exam board.

Course Structure:
Unit 1 – Media Messages: 2 hour exam (35%)
Unit 2 – Evolving Media: 2 hour exam (35%)
Unit 3 – Coursework: Making Media (30%)

Complementary Courses:
English Literature, Art, Photography, Performing Arts, Sociology and Business.

Leads to:
Any university course that incorporates analytical skills or engagement with media
concepts, practical film-making courses or careers in media or business.

Students to speak to:
Maya Masih-Massingham and Bryony Scott.

mailto:eka@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Music
Exam board – Eduqas, Specification A660PA

Minimum Requirements for the
Course:
Grade 6 in Music, or interview with
Miss Jackson if this is not achieved.

Staff Contact:
Miss Jackson,
lja@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Music all about?
A Level Music enables students to

extend their knowledge and understanding of music, to create and develop their own
musical ideas and to demonstrate technical, interpretative and communication skills
through performing music.

Course Structure:
Component 1: Performing (35%) externally assessed. A performance of one or
more pieces, performed as a recital. This can either be a solo or ensemble
performance.
Component 2: Composing (25%) externally assessed. Two compositions: one to a
set brief and one free composition.
Component 3: Appraising (40%) exam. Application of knowledge through the
context of three areas of study. The first area of study focuses on the Western
Classical Tradition including one set work. The second area of study is an option
chosen from Rock and Pop, Musical Theatre and Jazz. The third area of study is
Music in the 20th Century which includes two set works.

Complementary Courses:
Drama, English Literature and Humanities.
The Advanced Musicianship Programme run in collaboration with St Anne’s, Oxford
and the Oxford Music Service is also recommended.

Leads to:
Any degree, but specifically Music. The skills developed in Music A Level are
transferable to any higher education or apprenticeship route. Music is recognised as
a highly academic A Level.

Students to speak to:
Grace Robinson, Lidiana Mottram and Erin Snape.

mailto:lja@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Music BTEC
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel - BTEC Nationals - Extended Certificate (Music)

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 4 in Music, or Merit in Music
Technology, or interview with Miss Jackson if
this is not achieved / Music has not been
studied in school.

Staff Contact:
Miss Jackson, lja@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Music BTEC all about?
The BTEC Music course is a very practical course focussing on either performance
or composition. There are compulsory units along with optional units, where students
are able to specialise in their chosen area of study – for example, performance or
composition.

Course Structure:
Over the course of two years, students will study a total of five units – two of which
are mandatory and one of which is an external exam. Further units are then chosen
depending on the specialism and interest of students.

BTEC Music is equivalent to one full A level.

Complementary Courses:
Music BTEC works closely with Computing and the Creative Arts.

Leads to:
Music Technology/Music degree/Popular Music courses and there are many
transferable skills that can be used in a range of higher education disciplines. It can
also lead to a career in the music industry.

Students to speak to: Vincenzo Crucioli, Finlay Tadman and Josh Jones.

mailto:lja@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Photography
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel, Specification 9PY0

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
No Art GCSE required, but evidence of
practical skills/portfolio needed.
Interview with Ms Cox for all applicants.

Staff Contact:
Ms Cox, aco@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Photography all about?
Photography has been used by
practitioners to record, document and

present examples of everyday life, in ordinary and extraordinary circumstances. It
has also been used as a vehicle for artistic expression, communicating personal
ideas about the world around us. It is used to convey personal identity more widely
than any other art form, is applied in the creative process across art, craft and design
and is widely used in social, commercial and scientific contexts. The development of
affordable lens-based technology has changed the way that both professionals and
the public use photography.

Course Structure:
Coursework (60%): Sept 2021 – February 2023. Incorporates three major elements:
supporting studies, practical work, and a personal study. Students will begin by
exploring a range of themes through mini projects introducing the core principles and
skills in Photography. Personal projects will follow developing students’ areas of
interest.
Exam (40%): February 2023 – May 2023. Incorporates two major elements:
preparatory studies and the 15-hour period of sustained focus.

Complementary Courses:
Fine Art, English Literature, Performing Arts, Media, Humanities, Languages and
Social Sciences.

Leads to:
Any practical or theoretical arts-based degree, jobs in the creative industries,
practical apprenticeships.

Students to speak to:
Bryony Scott and Maya Masih-Massingham.

mailto:aco@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Drama and Theatre Studies
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel, Specification 9DR0

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 5 in Drama, BTEC Merit in
Performing Arts or interview if this is not
achieved.

Staff Contact:
Miss Johnson, ejh@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Drama and Theatre Studies all
about?
This course is designed for students
with a keen interest in studying, visiting

and producing theatre. It primarily consists of studying play texts and the ideas of
influential theatre directors, creating original work and reviewing live performances.
Progress throughout the course is monitored through a series of regular essays,
research projects and reviews. There is also a large practical element to the course
in which students present performance work for internal and external examination.
Students have the opportunity to evaluate live theatre, study and perform a wide
range of play texts and create their own original pieces of theatre across both years
of the course.

Course Structure:
Component 1 – Devising (40%) internally assessed. Devising an original
performance from a key extract and theatre practitioner as stimuli.
Component 2 – Text in Performance (20%) externally assessed. A group
performance of one key extract from a play text, and a monologue or duologue from
another play text.
Component 3 – Theatre Makers in Practice (40%) externally assessed. A written
exam, which entails practical exploration of two set texts, one for realisation of text
as a performance and one as a reimagined concept for a contemporary audience.
The third section is a live theatre review.

Complementary Courses:
English Literature, Languages, Creative Arts, Design and Technology, Media.

Leads to:
Performance degree. Also any course/profession that requires analytical skills and/
or for you to express yourself in a clear and lucid way.

Students to speak to:
Gabrielle Crook, Lilly Asbridge and Scott Ridley.

mailto:ejh@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Fashion & Textiles
Exam board – Eduqas, Specification A601QS

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR
COURSE:
Grade 6 in GCSE Product Design or a
Distinction in BTEC Design Technology,
and a grade 6 in Maths. For any other
DT qualifications an interview with Mrs
Garden/Ms Beer is required.

Staff contacts:
Ms Garden, ega@cheney.oxon.sch.uk;
Ms Beer lbr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk; Mr

Haddock Rhaddock@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Fashion and Textiles?
Design is about problem solving, research and development. By studying Fashion
and Textiles, you will be challenged and encouraged to use materials, develop
ideas and solve real problems for the world around you. Students will be introduced
to a variety of making and designing activities to build on analytical thinking and
practical skills. You will evaluate the work of past and present textiles, fashion
designers and design movements to develop creativity and understand the
emergence of technology.
Students must possess a keen interest in design, be committed to the development
of their own design skills and be prepared to complete a highly professional portfolio
of work.

Course Structure:
Over two years you will complete two units:
Component 1: Design and Technology in the 21st Century: written examination: 3
hours (50%)
Component 2: ‘Design and Make’ project - a substantial non-exam assessment.
Approximately 80 hours (50%)

Complementary courses: Art, Geography, Mathematics, Computer Science and all
academic courses.

Leads to: Fashion, Costume Design Furniture or Interior Design; Engineering
Material Science; Automotive Design; Architecture; Product Buying; Jewellery
Design.

Students to speak to: Bryony Scott, Rachel Idrovo-Andino and Fintan Fox.

mailto:ega@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:lbr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:Rhaddock@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Product Design
Exam board – Eduqas, Specification A602QS

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in GCSE Product Design or a Distinction in BTEC Design Technology, and a
grade 6 in Maths. For any other DT qualifications an interview with Mrs Garden/Ms
Beer is required.

Staff Contacts:
Ms Garden, ega@cheney.oxon.sch.uk; Ms Beer, lbr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk; Ms
Oddie, Coddie@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Product Design all about?
Design is about problem solving, research and development. By studying Product
Design, you will be challenged and encouraged to use materials, develop ideas and
solve real problems for the world around you. Students will be introduced to a variety
of making and designing activities to build on analytical thinking and practical skills.
They will evaluate the work of past and present designers and design movements to
develop creativity and reasoning of products. Students must possess a keen interest
in design, be committed to the development of their own design skills and be
prepared to complete a highly professional portfolio of work.

Course Structure:
Component 1: Design and Technology in the 21st Century. Written examination:3
hours (50%)
Component 2: ‘Design and Make’ project – a substantial non-exam assessment.
Approximately 80 hours (50%)

Complementary Courses:
Mathematics, Computer Science, Art, Geography and
all academic courses.

Leads to:
Product, Industrial, Graphic, Web, Automotive and
Interior Design; Engineering and Architecture degrees
and careers in Engineering, Interior Design,
Automotive Design, Architecture, Fashion, Visual
Communication, Furniture Design, Product Buying,
Jewellery Design

Students to speak to: Dilshad Hamo, Mokbool Amin
and Luke Diesel.

mailto:ega@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:lbr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:Coddie@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Classical Civilisation
Exam board – OCR, Specification H408

Minimum Requirements for the
Course:
Grade 6 in English Language or
Literature

Staff Contact:
Dr Robinson, lro@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Classical Civilisation all
about?

This course covers a broad and exciting range of topics and eras, starting with the
mysterious Bronze Age Civilisations from around 1600–1100BC, and the epics of
Homer. Students can choose their studies, and can cover the flowering of culture,
literature, democracy and philosophy of 5th Century BC Athens. Students can also
explore 1st Century BC Rome, one of the most fascinating time periods of the Roman
Civilisation, where they will be introduced to authors such as Ovid and Virgil, and
learn about the complex political settings of these works of literature.

Course Structure:
Component 1: The world of the hero Exam: 2 hours 20 mins (40%)

Component group 2: Culture and the arts Exam: 1 hour 45 mins (30%)

Component group 3: Beliefs and ideas Exam: 1 hour 45 mins (30%)

Complementary Courses:
History, English, Archaeology.

Leads to:
Any humanities degree.

Students to speak to:
Millie Grant-Forster and Eleanor Bonney.

mailto:lro@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Geography
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel, Specification 9GE0

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in Geography or a Humanities subject, and grade
5 in English Literature.

Staff Contact:
Mr Twycross, dtw@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Geography all about?
Geography is the study of the Earth’s people, landscapes
and environments. It is quite simply about the world in
which we live. Geography is one of the most wide-ranging
and diverse subjects and is unique in bridging the social
sciences (Human Geography) with the natural sciences

(Physical Geography). This is a qualification that enables students to engage
critically with real-world issues and places, apply their own geographical knowledge,
understanding and skills to make sense of the world around them, and to help
prepare them to succeed in their chosen pathway.

Course Structure:
Paper 1: 2 hour exam (30%) Dynamic Landscapes
Paper 2: 2 hour exam (30%) Landscape Systems, Processes and Change
Paper 3: 1hr 45mins exam (20%) Physical Systems and Sustainability
Coursework: Independent Investigation (20%) Written report of 3,000–4,000 words

Students will be required to attend a four-day residential field trip to Norfolk in order
to collect data and learn the skills needed for the exam. This is a requirement of the
Geography Specification and we anticipate the trip costing approximately £200
(there will be financial support available for those who qualify).

Complementary Courses:
Sociology, Politics, Philosophy and Ethics, English Literature, History, Economics,
Languages and Sciences.

Leads to:
Jobs linked to the environment, planning and other areas of society. Geography
provides you with skills which will support a wide range of careers.

Students to speak to:
Kezia Cory, Toby Hill, Zoe Hindley and Liam Cartwright.

mailto:dtw@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


History
Exam board – OCR, Specification H505 (Y107, Y213, Y321, Y100)

Minimum Requirements for the
Course:
Grade 6 in History or a Humanities
subject, and a grade 6 in English
Literature.

Staff Contacts:
Mr D Gimson,
dgi@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
Ms Z Patel, zpa@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is History all about?
The course builds on the broad GCSE by specialising in particular turning points in
British, European and World History. It focuses not merely on dramatic political
events, but on the arts, culture and human achievement more widely.

Course Structure:
Unit 1 Y107: England 1547–1603: The Later Tudors (25%)
Unit 2 Y213: The French Revolution and the Rule of Napoleon 1774–1815 (15%)
Unit 3 Y321: The Middle East 1908–2011: Ottomans to Arab Spring (40%)
Unit 4: Personal Study of 3,000–4,000 words on any historical topic (20%)

Complementary Courses:
All humanities and sciences A Levels.

Leads to:
Any degree course or profession requiring analytical thought and good
communication.

Students to speak to:
Orlando Burrell, Alice Ratcliffe, Hannah Garni (Year Twelve) Will Deacon, Yasmin
Von Hauenschild and Darcey Snape (Year Thirteen).

mailto:dgi@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:zpa@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Philosophy and Ethics
Exam board – AQA, Specification 7172

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 7 in RE or grade 6 in another Humanities subject and grade 6 in English
Literature

Staff Contact:
Ms S Mills,smills@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
Mr D Shaw, dsw@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
Mrs S Wallace, swc@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
Mrs W Makwezva, wma@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Philosophy and Ethics all about?
Philosophy can be divided up into separate disciplines or branches, each of which
has its own area of interest, and in many respects its own language. Three of the
most important branches of philosophy are: METAPHYSICS – the study of the
ultimate nature of reality; EPISTEMOLOGY – the study of knowledge; and MORAL
PHILOSOPHY – the study of how we should live and act (also referred to as ethics).
Underpinning all of these branches is a fourth discipline, REASONING, which
encompasses the skills of critical thinking, analysis and logic.

Course Structure:
Year 12:
Section 1: Epistemology
Section 2: Moral Philosophy

Year 13:
Section 1: The Metaphysics of God
Section 2: The Metaphysics of the Mind

Complementary Courses: Sociology, History, English.

Leads to: A Philosophy/Ethics
qualification will prepare you for
any occupation that requires
you to think independently:
banking, advertising,
journalism, law, politics, etc.

Students to speak to: Hannah
Watts, Sofie Drew and Elliott
Hancock.

mailto:smills@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:dsw@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:swc@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:wma@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Politics
Exam board – AQA, Specification 7152

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in a Humanities subject or grade 6 in English Literature

Staff Contact:
Mr D Shaw, dsw@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Politics all about?
This course examines the way that the UK is governed and the participation of
citizens in that process. Also global issues are examined which puts the UK into a
worldwide context. The main focus of the first two components is British politics.
Students will learn about all aspects of the state, the nature of democracy, the role of
the media and the core political ideas which have shaped the UK’s political
landscape. Students will then go onto examining global politics in the third
component. Students do not need any prior knowledge of politics, but must have an
interest in current affairs and political issues.

Course Structure:
There are 3 units which are all worth 33.3% of the final A-Level.

● Component 1: Government and politics of the UK
● Component 2: The government and politics of the USA. Comparative politics.
● Component 3: Political ideas

There is no coursework.

Complementary Courses:
This subject links to a variety of others primarily history, economics and business
studies.

Leads to:
Government and Politics is viewed as a well respected A-Level by all universities.
For those wanting to pursue a career in law this A-level would be highly desirable.
Other careers which could lead from studying this subject include Business
Management, Civil Service, Local Government, Education, Social Service, Armed
Forces and Journalism.

Students to speak to:
Orlando Burrell, Toby Hill and Imaan Qureshi.

mailto:dsw@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


English Literature
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel, Specification 9ET0

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in English Language and
English Literature

Staff Contacts
Ms Choudhury,
jch@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is English Literature all about?
This course will allow you to develop the
broad skills learned from the GCSE

Literature component to a point where you will appreciate the far-ranging
implications of literature across cultures and history. Literature acts as both a portal
into the past and a lens through which to explore the psychological depths of what it
is to be human. It is about engaging critically and creatively with a substantial body
of texts, where you are encouraged to develop your own viewpoint, and explore the
viewpoints of others, in an engaging and supportive atmosphere.

Course Structure:
Component 1: Drama. One Shakespeare play and one modern play (30%)
Component 2: Prose. Two prose texts interlinked by a chosen theme – one modern
and one pre-1900 (20%)
Component 3: Poetry. One collection of poems from a poet from the Romantic Era;
one collection of poems from the Modern Era (30%)
Coursework: Your own free choice of two texts which you compare in an essay
(20%)

Complementary Courses:
History; Philosophy; Drama; Media; Classical Civilisation.

Leads to:
Any degree course or profession requiring sophisticated communication skills and
critical and creative thought.

Students to speak to:
Nina Arezina and Erin Snape.

mailto:jch@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


French
Exam board – Edexcel, Specification 9FR0

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in French or interview with Ms
Reynes if this is not achieved.

Staff Contact:
Ms Reynes, sr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is French all about?
French A Level has been developed to inspire

all students who have an appreciation of the language, literature, film and culture of
the French-speaking world. This motivating course of study will enable students to
develop an advanced level of knowledge and understanding of the French language
as well as practical and valuable language and transferable study skills. We focus on
many interesting topics including immigration, integration, changes in society and the
recent history and current politics of France.
This specification will help to prepare students for higher education and enhance
their employability profile.

Course Structure:
Two externally-examined papers assessing listening, reading and writing and a
speaking assessment.
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation (40%) – 2 hours
Paper 2: Written response to literary book/film studied and Translation (30%) – 2
hours 40 minutes
Paper 3: Speaking (internally conducted & externally assessed) (30%) – 22 minutes

Complementary Courses:
Other Modern Languages, English Literature, History, Fine Art, Geography,
Business, Latin, Classical Civilisation and Politics. Sciences and Maths also work
well to broaden students’ horizons when heading towards medicine.

Leads to:
French degree course, which can often be combined with many other subjects, eg
French and Law / History / International Relations / Philosophy / Politics / Economics
/ Business. In terms of careers, French can lead to many jobs in communication,
translation, journalism, publishing and teaching, as well as providing another
platform for undertaking any profession in a foreign country, eg Medicine.

Students to speak to:
Izzy Gimson, Lidiana Mottram, Alex Nikic, Io Bitel, Eleanor Bonney and Maddy Wolf.



German
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel, Specification 9GN0

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in German or interview with Ms
Reynes/Dr Bown if not achieved.

Staff Contact:
Ms Reynes, sr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is German all about?
German A Level has been developed to
inspire all students who have an

appreciation of the language, literature, film and culture of the German-speaking
world. This motivating course of study will enable students to develop an advanced
level of knowledge and understanding of the German language as well as practical
and valuable language and transferable study skills. We focus on many interesting
topics including immigration, integration, changes in society and the recent history
and current politics of Germany.
This specification will help to prepare students for higher education and enhance
their employability profile.

Course Structure:
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation (40%) – 2 hours
Paper 2: Written response to literary book/film studied and Translation (30%) –2
hours 40 minutes
Paper 3: Speaking (internally conducted & externally assessed) (30%) – 22 minutes

Complementary Courses:
Other Modern Languages, English Literature, History, Fine Art, Geography,
Business, Latin, Classical Civilisation, Politics. Sciences and Maths also work well to
broaden students’ horizons when heading towards Medicine.

Leads to:
German degree course, which can often be combined with many other subjects, eg
German and Law/History/International Relations/
Philosophy/Politics/Economics/Business. German can lead to many jobs in
communication, translation, journalism, publishing and teaching, as well as providing
another platform for undertaking any profession in a foreign country, eg Medicine.

Students to speak to:
Io Bitel, Charlotte Simmons and Rachel Garlake-Louw.

mailto:sr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Latin
Exam board – OCR, Specification H443

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in Latin.

Staff Contact:
Dr Robinson, lro@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
Mr Barras, pba@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Latin all about?
Latin A Level provides the opportunity to deepen your understanding of both the
Latin language and the wider cultural context of first century BC Rome. The authors
vary from year to year: recently these have been Catullus, Virgil, Ovid, Horace and
Cicero. These authors wrote works which have had a deep and lasting influence
upon many later societies and the Latin A Level course offers the opportunity to
study them in depth, exploring the beauty of their language and also the context
within which their greatest works were written. The course provides an excellent
grounding in classics. The examinations on the literature include passages for
comment and criticism, translation into idiomatic English and an essay on one of the
major themes illustrated in the text.

Course Structure:
You study two verse texts and two prose texts across two years, as well as working
on language skills through comprehensions and unseens.

Paper 1: Unseen translation 1 hour 45 mins (33%)
Paper 2: Prose composition or comprehension 1 Hour 15 mins (17%)
Prose literature 2 hours (25%)
Verse literature 2 hours (25%)

Complementary Courses:
History, Archaeology. Modern Languages, English.

Leads to:
Any humanities degree.

Students to speak to:
Darcey Snape, Will Deacon, Mariyam Hussain and Yasmin von Hauenschild.

mailto:lro@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:pba@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Spanish
Exam board – Edexcel, Specification 9SP0

Minimum Requirements for the
Course:
Grade 6 in Spanish or interview with
Ms Reynes/Dr Bown if not achieved.

Staff Contact:
Ms Reynes, sr@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Spanish all about?
Spanish A Level has been developed to inspire all students who have an
appreciation of the language, literature, film and culture of the Spanish-speaking
world. This motivating course of study will enable students to develop an advanced
level of knowledge and understanding of the Spanish language as well as practical
and valuable language and transferable study skills. We focus on many interesting
topics including immigration, integration, changes in society and the recent history
and current politics of Spain.
This specification will help to prepare students for higher education and enhance
their employability profile.

Course Structure:
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation (40%) – 2 hours
Paper 2: Written response to literary book/film studied and Translation (30%) –2
hours 40
Paper 3: Speaking (internally conducted & externally assessed) (30%) – 22 minutes

Complementary Courses:
Other Modern Languages, English Literature, History, Fine Art, Geography,
Business, Latin, Classical Civilisation, Politics. Sciences and Maths also work well to
broaden students’ horizons when heading towards Medicine.

Leads to:
Spanish degree course, which can often be combined with many other subjects, eg
Spanish and Law/History/International Relations/
Philosophy/Politics/Economics/Business.
In terms of careers, Spanish can lead to many jobs in communication, translation,
journalism, publishing, teaching, as well as providing another platform for
undertaking any profession in a foreign country, eg Medicine.

Students to speak to:
Isaac Jackson, Anna Crowder, Mariyam Hussain and Azaan Sarwar.



Applied Science (single or double) BTEC
Exam board - Pearson/Edexcel, Extended Certificate/Diploma

We offer a single and double BTEC in Applied Science. A single BTEC (the
Extended Certificate qualification) is the equivalent of one A Level subject and a
double BTEC (the Diploma qualification) is the equivalent of two A Level subjects. To
select Double Applied Science you must choose both Single Applied Science, plus
Double Applied Science from two option columns.

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 4, 4 in Combined Science. If studying separate sciences then must have
grade 4 in at least two of the sciences.

Staff Contact: Mr Finch, fma@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Applied Science BTEC all about?
Applied Science contains aspects of A Level Biology, Chemistry and Physics and
applies the content to a vocational setting. Transferable skills such as
communication, teamwork, research and analysis, which are valued in both higher
education and the workplace, are taught over the duration of the course.

Course Structure:
Unit 1 (90 pts): Principles and Applications of Science I (examined, three 30-minute
exams);
Unit 2 (90 pts): Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques (coursework);
Unit 3 (120 pts): Science Investigation Skills (examined, 1.5 hrs);
Unit 10 (60 pts): Biological Molecules and Metabolic Pathways (coursework);
*Unit 4 (90 pts): Laboratory Techniques and their Application (coursework);
*Unit 5 (120 pts): Principles and Applications of Science II (examined, three
50-minute exams);
*Unit 6 (90 pts): Investigative Project (coursework);
*Unit 11 (60 pts): Genetics and Genetic Engineering (coursework)
*only studied by those on the Diploma/Double course.

Complementary Courses: Business, Health & Social Care,
Biology, Chemistry, Geography.

Leads to: Degrees in Nursing, Medical Science and Applied
Science or through foundation years into Engineering and
other pure sciences.
Students to speak to: Nadia Najeeb, Amy Whipp and Jack
Carter.



Biology
Exam board – AQA, Specification 7402

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6, 6 in Combined Science. If studying separate
sciences then must have grade 6 in at least two
Sciences including Biology. Must also have grade 6 in
Maths and English.

Staff Contact:
Mr Finch, fma@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Biology all about?
Biology is the study of life and living organisms. It tells
us how things function and grow, where you might
find them and how they have evolved. It includes
ecology, physiology and genetics as well as molecular
and cellular biology.

Course Structure:
The units covered include:
Cells, Biological molecules, Exchange between organisms and their environment,
Variation and relationships between organisms, How organisms respond to change,
Energy transfers in and between organisms, The control of gene expression,
Genetics, Populations, Evolution and Ecosystems.

All of this is assessed in three 2 hour written papers at the end of Year 13. In
addition, students will complete a minimum of twelve required practicals over the
course. The successful completion of this will gain students a practical endorsement.

Complementary Courses:
Physics, Chemistry, Computing, Social Sciences such as Geography and
Philosophy.

Leads to:
Vocational degree courses such as Medicine, Nursing and Physiotherapy and other
science-based degree courses.

Students to speak to:
Scarlett Hawkins, Joe Forrester and Charlotte Simmons.



Chemistry
Exam board – OCR, Specification H432

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6, 6 in Combined Science. If studying separate sciences then students must
have grade 6 in at least two sciences including Chemistry. Students must also have
grade 6 in Mathematics.

Staff Contact:
Dr McAteer, dmc@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Chemistry all about?
The course builds on the science covered at GCSE by further exploring quantitative
and analytical chemistry as well as structure and bonding; the course also introduces
more complex concepts such as organic chemistry and thermochemistry in Year 12.

Course Structure:
Year 12
Unit 1: Development of Practical Skills; Unit 2: Foundations in Chemistry; Unit 3:
Periodic Table and Energy; Unit 4: Core Organic Chemistry

Year 13
Unit 1 (continued): Development of Practical Skills; Unit 5: Physical Chemistry and
Transition Elements; Unit 6: Organic Chemistry and Analytical Techniques

The course is assessed by three, two-hour written papers at the end of Year 13
(Physical and Inorganic Chemistry 37%, Organic Synthesis 37% and Synoptic 26%).
In addition, students will complete a minimum of twelve required practicals over the
course. The successful completion of this will gain students a practical endorsement.

Complementary Courses: Biology, Physics, Mathematics and Computing.

Leads to:
Pure or Applied Chemistry,
Biological/Life Sciences or most
Physical Sciences courses or it can
act as a ‘facilitating subject’ at Russell
Group universities.

Students to speak to: Torran
Duckmanton, Harry Beel, Hazel
Loadman and Yasmin Von
Hauenschild.



Computer Science
Exam board – OCR, Specification H446

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 or better in Computer Science, or an interview with Mr Magagula if this is
not achieved, plus a grade 6, 6 in at least two Sciences. Must also have at least a
grade 6 in Mathematics.

Staff Contact:
Mr Magagula, pma@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Computer Science all about?
Our A Level Computer Science qualification helps students understand the core
principles of computer science. Classroom learning is transferred into creating
real-world systems through the creation of an independent programming project. The
course will develop students’ technical understanding and their ability to analyse and
solve problems using computational thinking concepts. We aim to give our students
the broadest possible understanding and experience of computing in all its contexts.

Course Structure:
Component 1 – Computer Systems (40%); Component 2 – Algorithms and
Programming (40%); Component 3 – A Programming Project (20%).

See OCR specifications for an overview of the course and contents of Component 1
and 2.

In the Programming project (Component 3), students have an opportunity to design
and create a substantial piece of software using modern methodologies such as
RAD, Prototyping and other agile techniques. Students demonstrate their ability to
analyse, design, develop, test, evaluate and document a program written in a
suitable programming language.

The course is assessed through two written exams (each worth 40% of the overall
grade) and a programming project (worth 20%).

Complementary Courses:
Maths, Sciences, Business, Product Design (DT) (or any problem solving course).

Leads to:
A computing related degree (Software Engineering, Network Engineering, Web
Development and Database Administration, etc ); employment (in Cyber Security,
Games Development, commercial applications development); L4 Apprenticeship.

Students to speak to: Haris Ahmed, James Askew and Alex Nikic.

mailto:pma@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170844-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-computer-science-h446.pdf


Food Science and Nutrition Level 3 Diploma
Exam – WJEC Specification 601/4553/5

Minimum Requirements for the Course:

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition at grade 5.
For students who do not have this qualification, we
require a minimum of grade 4 in Science and
mastery of basic practical cooking skills which will be
assessed in a practical cookery test by Mr
Olubodun. You will not be taught ‘to cook’ on this
course, rather to enhance existing skills.

A strong interest in cooking and experimenting with
food is essential. You should also have good
organisational skills, discipline and the ability to
apply yourself.

Staff Contact: Mr Olubodun, aol@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Food Science and Nutrition all about?
Food Science and Nutrition is about meeting nutritional needs, developing food
production skills, ensuring food is safe to eat, experimenting to solve food production
problems and investigating current issues in consumer food choice. Students will
learn to research into aspects of nutrition and food science and demonstrate
advanced techniques in the preparation of food commodities.

Course Structure:
Year 12 – Certificate Students will study Unit 1: Meeting the nutritional needs of
specific groups.
Year 13 – Diploma Students will study Unit 2: Ensuring food is safe to eat and Unit 3:
Experimenting to solve food production.

Complementary Courses:
Biology, Chemistry, Product Design, Applied Sciences, BTEC Sports.

Leads to:
Learners progress to university to study for degrees in Food Science, Nutrition and
Environmental Health and also to jobs such as: food buyers and manufacturers;
nutritionists in hospitals; sports coaches; and roles in government agencies
developing policies that support healthy eating initiatives. There are hundreds of
employment opportunities in the field of Food Science and Nutrition!

mailto:aol@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Information Technology BTEC
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel, Extended Certificate

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
It is not essential to have a Level 2 ICT/Computer Science
for this course. Also a keen interest in Information
Technology is a must.

Staff Contact:
Ms Ada, pad@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is BTEC IT all about?
BTECs are an established and highly successful alternative to A Levels, suitable for
a wide range of learners. As work-related qualifications, these courses meet the
needs of employers as well as supporting progression to university. BTECs are
designed to provide a more practical, real-world approach to learning alongside a
clearly explained and structured theoretical background. This will help to develop the
knowledge, understanding and skills to prepare you for industry or higher education.
BTEC learners are expected to take responsibility for their own learning and
research, and must be keen and well-organised.

Course Structure:
BTEC Nationals are demanding and will require you to complete a wide range of
units and assessments including written and practical assignments. Four units are
studied over a two year period, these include; Information Technology Systems
(written exam, externally set); Creating Systems to Manage Information (practical
test, externally set); Using Social Media in Business (internally assessed written
assignments); Data Modelling (internally assessed written assignments). All units are
graded Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* and you must pass all units to pass the
BTEC course.

Complementary Courses:
Business and Product Design, although this course will support many other Level 3
courses.

Leads to:
University degree courses, Apprenticeships, full-time employment in the IT industry.

Students to speak to:
Patryk Krzywacki and Riya Balu.

More information: https://btecworks.com/teacher/courses/agp5hd

mailto:pad@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
https://btecworks.com/teacher/courses/agp5hd


Mathematics
Exam board – OCR, Specification H240

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 7 in Maths.

Staff Contact:
Mr Frank Adam, fad@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Maths all about?
Mathematics is the language of the universe; it seeks an understanding of patterns
and structures, demanding the application of logic, creativity and rigour. Mathematics
is therefore both an arts and a science discipline: both a system of skills used to
perform calculations, devise proofs, etc, and a system of knowledge relating to
number, shape and abstract concepts.

Course Structure:
Three papers (Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and Statistics) each out of 100 marks
and each counting for 33% of the total A Level in Mathematics. All three papers are
2-hour written papers.

Complementary Courses:
Mathematics complements a number of subjects but it is particularly beneficial for
Physics and Chemistry. Essential if you also wish to study Further Mathematics.

Leads to:
Essential for degree level
Mathematics. It is often a
prerequisite for other degree
courses.

Students to speak to:
Darcey Snape, Torran
Duckmanton and Lydiana Mottram.



Further Mathematics
Exam board – OCR, Specification H245 (Y540, Y541, Y543, Y545)

Minimum Requirements for the
Course:
Grade 8 in Maths

Staff Contact:
Mr Frank Adam,
fad@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Further Maths all about?
A course which runs alongside the A
Level Mathematics course in which

you will extend and deepen your knowledge of proof, algebra, functions, calculus,
vectors and differential equations studied in A Level Mathematics. You will also
broaden your knowledge in other areas of pure mathematics and other numerate
subjects with complex numbers, matrices, polar coordinates and hyperbolic
functions. You will be expected to be able to use your knowledge to reason
mathematically and solve problems within mathematics and in context.

Course Structure:
Two mandatory Pure Core Mathematics papers (Pure Core1 and Pure Core 2), each
75 marks and 90 minutes written papers, each one is worth 25% of the total A Level.
A further two optional papers are chosen from Statistics, Mechanics, Additional Pure
and Discrete Mathematics. The optional papers are also 75 marks each, 90 minute
written papers and each worth 25% of the total A Level.

Complementary Courses:
Further Mathematics complements science and social sciences subjects. It is
particularly beneficial for Physics.

Leads to:
It is a great advantage for degree level Mathematics to have studied the subject in
more depth. Some universities now regard Further Maths as an essential
requirement for entry to Mathematics degree courses and it is desirable if applying to
some Russell Group Universities to study subjects such as Physics and Engineering.
Highly respected and valued by employers.

Students to speak to: Alex Nikic, Isabel Gimson and Jude Smith.



Physics
Exam board – AQA, Specification 7408D

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6, 6 in Combined Science. If studying separate sciences then students must
have Grade 6 in at least two sciences including Physics. Students must also have
Grade 6 in Mathematics and Grade 4 in English Language.

Staff Contact:
Dr Casson, cca@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Physics all about?
Physics is the study of the world around us and the fundamental laws that govern it,
from the sub-atomic world of quantum physics to the furthest reaches of the
Universe. We study the theory set into context: calculations involving real-life
situations, modelling of abstract concepts and discussion of some of the biggest
questions in science.

Course Structure:
Units include Measurements and their Errors, Particles and Quantum Physics,
Waves, Mechanics and Materials, Electricity, Harmonic Motion, Gas and Thermal
Physics, Field Theory, Nuclear Physics, Turning Points in Physics.

The course is assessed by three, two-hour written
papers at the end of Year 13. In addition, students
will complete a minimum of twelve practicals over
the course. The successful completion of this will
gain students a practical endorsement.

Complementary Courses: Mathematics, Biology,
Chemistry and Computing.

Leads to:
Degrees in Physics and Philosophy, Astrophysics,
Medicine, Aeronautics, Engineering, Mathematics,
Particle Physics and almost anything else.

Students to speak to: Jude York, Oliver Barnes and
Joe Czajewski.



Economics
Exam board – AQA, Specification 7136

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in Maths and grade 5 in English
Literature.

Staff Contact:
Mr Buchanan, gbu@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Economics all about?
A study of how the whole economic

system works in different countries, both at an individual level (microeconomics) and
at a national level (macroeconomics). There is not a more topical subject than
Economics, therefore an interest in current affairs is important. As a social science,
the descriptive and analytical nature of this subject makes it ideal for either ‘Arts’ or
‘Science’ students.

Course Structure:
Paper 1: Markets and Market Failure Paper (33⅓%)
Paper 2: National and International Economy Paper (33⅓%)
Paper 3: Economic Principles and Issues (33⅓%)
Each paper is assessed via a two-hour exam at the end of the course.

Complementary Courses:
Mathematics, Sciences, History, Geography and English Literature.

Leads to:
Any humanities or science-based degree course.

Students to speak to:
Alavey Chowdury, Mariam Haji, Joe Anderson and Matthew Kowalczyk.



Health and Social Care BTEC
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel, Extended Certificate

Minimum Requirements for the
Course:
Grade 4, 4 in Combined Science. If
studying separate sciences then
students must have Grade 4, 4 in at
least two of the sciences.

Staff Contact:
Mrs Lynch, bly@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Health and Social Care BTEC all about?
Health and Social Care is the study of humans, their development and supporting
needs. It combines elements of sociology, biology, nutrition, law and ethics. Health
Care professions include medical nursing homes, GP services and hospital activities,
whilst Social Care professions are in areas such as residential care, nursing and
social work.

Course Structure:
Over two years there are four units of study: Human Lifespan Development, Working
in Health and Social Care, Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs,
Psychological Perspectives.

Two of the units are examined by ninety minute exams, set and marked externally;
the other two units are assessed through assignment coursework, set and marked
by your teacher(s).

Complementary Courses:
Other sciences such as BTEC Applied Science, BTEC Sport Science and Biology
along with social sciences.

Leads to:
Vocational degree courses such as social work, nursing and occupational therapy
and other science-based degree courses.

Students to speak to:
Lucy Cox, Knep Maglonzo, Mya Harris and Lovely Gutierrez.



Psychology
Exam board - AQA, Specification 7181/2

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
A grade 6 in each of Mathematics, Science and English Language or Literature are
required to take this course.
An interest in matters of the mind and mental
health would also be beneficial.

Staff Contact:
Miss Mills, SMills@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
Mrs Makwezva, WMA@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Psychology all about?

Put simply, psychology is the scientific study of the mind and of human behaviour.
The A level explores a range of areas, such as mental health disorders and different
treatments. We will also look at the social development of children, as well as the
nature of cognitive processes such as memory. Students will also have the
opportunity to carry out psychological research experiments. All in all, we will be
analysing theories concerning both the conscious and unconscious mind, as
proposed by a number of psychologists.

Course Structure:

Paper One (Introductory Topics)
Written exam: 33.3%, 2 hours, 96 marks.
Topics covered: Social Influence, Memory, Attachment & Psychopathology.
Paper Two (Contextual Psychology)
Written exam: 33.3%, 2 hours, 96 marks.
Topics covered: Psychological approaches, Biopsychology & Research methods.
Paper Three (Issues in Psychology)
Written exam: 33.3%, 2 hours, 96 marks.
Topics Covered: Issues & debates in Psychology, Gender, Eating behaviour &
addiction.

Complementary Courses:
Biology, Mathematics, Sociology, Philosophy, English, History.

Leads to:
A degree in Psychology. Jobs may include a range of therapist specializations, social
work, and research positions.

mailto:SMills@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:WMA@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Sociology
Exam board – OCR, Specification H580

Minimum Requirements for the Course: Grade 6 in any Humanities subject and a
grade 6 in English Literature.

Staff Contacts: Ms Makwezva, wma@cheney.oxon.sch.uk; Mr Twycross,
dtw@cheney.oxon.sch.uk, Mr Taberer, bta@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Sociology all about?
A Level Sociology provides students with the exciting opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of the world around them and reflect on social issues. Topics open up
the possibility for fascinating discussions, for example ‘what impact do digital forms
of communication have on social relations?’, ‘how do sociologists investigate
inequality in society?’ and ‘what are the patterns and trends of religion in relation to
social class?’ Students have the opportunity to develop desirable key skills, including
the ability to analyse and formulate clear, logical arguments with scope for extensive
evaluation from a range of theoretical perspectives. Developing strong critical
thinking skills and being able to consider issues with a global outlook will be of huge
benefit to students, whether in further education, the workplace or society.

Course Structure:
Introducing socialisation, culture and identity and any one of the three options:
Families and relationships; Youth subcultures; Media.
Paper 1: 90 Marks 1 hour 30 minutes written paper (30%)

Research methods and researching social inequalities; Understanding social
inequalities.
Paper 2:105 Marks 2 hours 15 minutes written paper (35%)

Globalisation and the digital social world; Debates and any one of the three options:
crime and deviance; education; religion, belief and faith.
Paper 3:105 Marks 2 hours 15 minutes written paper (35%)

Complementary Courses: Geography,
Media Studies, Health and Social Care,
History.

Leads to: Any humanities or social
sciences-based degree course

Students to speak to: Faiez Dogar and
Joseph Anderson.

mailto:wma@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:BTA@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Sport BTEC
Exam board – Pearson/Edexcel, Extended Certificate

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 4 in Science and grade 4 in PE or Pass in Sport BTEC dependent on pathway
taken. Plus evidence of extra-curricular involvement in sport.

Staff Contact: Mrs Hart: eha@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is Sport BTEC all about?
The BTEC Sport National Extended Certificate is the equivalent of one A Level.The
course covers a variety of topics all related to sport and exercise science. It is both
theoretical and practical. However, the practical element relates to fitness testing as
opposed to practical performance in a specific sport. It includes developing your
knowledge of anatomy and physiology and then considering pathways that you can
consider if you want a career in sports.

Course Structure:
The course is studied over two years with two modules completed in Year 12 and
two modules completed in Year 13.

Year 12
Anatomy and Physiology. This unit is assessed by completing an external written
exam. (33%)
Application of Fitness Testing. This unit involves two written assignments which are
internally assessed. (17%)

Year 13
Fitness Training and Programming for Health and Sport, Sport and Well Being. This
unit is assessed by completing an external written exam. (33%)
Professional Development in the Sports Industry. This unit involves two written
assignments which are internally assessed. (17%)

Complementary Courses:
Applied Science, Health and Social Care and Biology.

Leads to:
A Sports Science degree, careers in the sports/leisure
industry or other science-based courses.

Students to speak to: Liam Cartwright and Amy
Whipp.



Advanced Musicianship Programme

Minimum Requirements for the Course:
Grade 6 in GCSE Music.

Staff Contact:
Miss Jackson, lja@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is the Advanced Musicianship Programme all about?
Cheney School, in partnership with Oxfordshire County Music Service and Dr John
Traill, Director of Music at St Anne’s College, Oxford, offers an exciting Extended
Curriculum which complements the A Level Music Course. It is based at the Centre
for Music (Oxford) and St Anne’s College, Oxford University. Through this
collaboration, Cheney School is now able to offer specially designated workshops,
concerts, recitals, lectures and seminars, led by the highest calibre of musicians, and
with extra mentoring support from University of Oxford Music Students. This unique
course is an ideal preparation for students who want to maximise their understanding
of Music and who wish to pursue Music at higher education level. There is a cost
associated with this course. More information available from Oxfordshire County
Music Service.

Key Benefits of the Course:
● Unique access to University lectures, recitals and mentoring support
● Free access to advanced ensembles, including Oxfordshire County Youth

Orchestra and other leading groups
● Regular recital opportunities
● Support for young composers
● Access to professional concerts
● High level additional support for composing, harmony and counterpoint
● Discounted instrumental lessons with OCMS Arts Award Gold

Complementary Courses:
Music A Level and Music Technology BTEC.

Leads to:
Enhanced musical understanding, transferable analysis skills and an extended
support network.

Students to talk to: Grace Robinson and Lidiana Mottram.

mailto:LJA@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
Exam board – AQA Specification 7993

Minimum Requirements for the
Course: N/A

Staff Contact:
Mr Gimson,
dgi@cheney.oxon.sch.uk

What is EPQ all about?
The Extended Project is your
chance to research any topic
you are interested in, and to
answer a question about it.
Topics covered in 2018 to 2020

include cryptography, electronic distortion pedals, the Tuskeegee syphilis trials, race
in the Oscars, Chinese youth culture, Israeli history education, the role of dance in
activism, how animals moved from water to land, American presidents, ending the
conflict in Syria, Spanish-based creole languages, radio-controlled gliders, music
therapy and autism, using a sugar tax to tackle obesity, re-wilding, Gothic fiction,
Greek myth, organ donation, Islamic medicine, why Concorde failed, religious
freedom in Pakistan, the Chalcedonian schism, and the future of Test Match cricket.

The Extended Project is worth 50% of an A Level. Some universities now include the
EPQ in their offers. All universities see it as excellent preparation for independent
study at university. It is also very useful preparation for interviews.

Course Structure:
All students will have a weekly lesson with their super tutors covering Next Steps
(University and Apprenticeship applications/Careers), Study Skills, Leadership and
Volunteering, Mental Health and Wellbeing, and Contemporary Issues. These
lessons teach many of the skills needed for the Extended Project. Students decide in
December of Year 12 whether they wish to complete a project. They will spend
roughly 100 hours on it between then and November of Year 13 when they will
present their projects to an invited audience. Students have a formal individual
meeting with a supervisor four or five times during the year.

Leads to: Improved coursework in other subjects; enhanced independent study
skills.

Students to talk to: Tala Shikh Othman, Rachel Garlake-Louw and Mariyam Hussain.



Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award

Minimum Requirements for the Course: N/A

Staff Contact: Mr Taberer (BTA@cheney.oxon.sch.uk) or Mr Lea
(ELE@cheney.oxon.sch.uk)

What is DoE all about?
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a life-changing experience. A great time with
friends. An opportunity to discover new interests and talents. A tool to develop
essential skills for life and work. A recognised mark of achievement; respected by
employers, universities and colleges. You will have the opportunity to learn new
skills, help others and gain confidence, as well as going on an amazing expedition in
the wilderness!

Course Structure:
For the Gold Award, you’ll need to do your programme for at least 12 months if
you’ve achieved your Silver Award, or 18 months if you’ve started at Gold level
without doing your Silver – even if you’ve done Bronze. The big difference at Gold is
you’ll also do a Residential section – staying away from home for five days and four
nights doing a shared activity with people you don’t know.

Sections of the Gold Award:
● Volunteering section: 12 months
● Physical and Skills sections: One section for 12 months and the other section

for 6 months
● Expedition section: 4 days/3 nights
● Residential section: Undertake a shared activity in a residential setting away

from home for 5 days and 4 nights.
● If you didn’t do Silver, you must undertake a further 6 months in either the

Volunteering or the longer of the Physical or Skills sections

Complementary Courses:
All courses and applications for next steps would be enhanced by the DoE Gold
Award.

Students to speak to:
Eleanor Bonney, Sam Chatterton, Adam Niland and Jude Smith.

mailto:BTA@cheney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:ELE@cheney.oxon.sch.uk


Sixth Form Admissions Policy

In order to prepare you for the rigours of post-16 studies we have set entry standards
for joining Cheney Sixth Form.

You must achieve at least 5 GCSEs at grade 4 and above including Mathematics
and English Language or Literature. You must also gain the individual entry
requirements for your chosen options (please see the relevant subject pages).

In addition, we expect your behaviour and attendance record to be exemplary. Year
11 attendance rates should be 96% or above and you should have a positive
behaviour record.

At the end of Year 12, all students will sit their UCAS (University & Colleges
Admissions Services) predictor exams. The results of these, alongside the
successful attainment of Learner Characteristics of average 3 or above, plus a good
attendance record, will inform our plan for Year 13.



How to choose your courses: A six-point plan

1. Enjoyment
You are going to spend lots of time studying – do you enjoy the subjects you are
choosing?

2. Know what you want to study? Check the entry requirements.
If you have a university course which you are interested in, have you checked the
relevant university website or UCAS course search to find out whether this course
requires certain subjects at Advanced Level?

3. Not sure yet? Keep your options open.
If you are not sure about what course you want to study at university, try to choose at
least two facilitating subjects (Mathematics, Further Mathematics, English Literature,
Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Geography, History, Languages).

4. GCSEs and other standard level qualifications matter.
Are you on track to achieve the standard level grades to progress onto the course
that you want to do at A Level and the university course that you may choose to do?

5. Think balance: do you have a balance of subject choices that reflect your
abilities, strengths and interests?

6. Make sure you know WHY.
If you want to take a subject that you have not studied before, can you talk for a
minute on what this subject is about? Try to unpick why you wish to study this
subject. It’s not enough to say ‘It’s interesting’, ‘I think I’ll like it’ or ‘It will be fun’.

We strongly recommend students try to take at least two facilitating subjects if they
are unsure about what they want to do after Sixth Form.


