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Schedule

• 2021, 2020 and 2019 outcomes
• Principles to guide your choices

• How to choose a university, course or career

• Writing an excellent personal statement

• Student finance

• Filling out the UCAS form



2021 University Destinations and 
Subjects







2020 University Destinations and 
Subjects







2019 University Destinations and 
Subjects







Principles

1. University, a Gap Year, apprenticeship or 
other alternatives should be a positive 
choice, not a default option. 

• Students should investigate a range of 
opportunities, even if they think they know 
what they want to do – the broader your 
range of possibilities, the more likely you are 
to find your niche.



Why higher education?
• Increase potential earnings*

• Better career prospects

• Benefit the wider community

• Social and cultural reasons 

• More independence, self-confidence and responsibility

• Personal challenge

• Broadens interests and knowledge

• Better health

• It can be immense fun!
*Source: Pricewaterhouse Coopers LLP, 2006, in 

Universities UK, Research Report, The Economic Benefits 
of a Degree



Principles

1. University, a Gap Year, apprenticeships or 
other alternatives should be a positive 
choice, not a default option. 

2. Time spent researching a variety of options is 
rarely wasted

3. Cheney’s job is to help you find the right 
individual pathway for you, not to push you 
in a particular direction.  



Principles

4  Sustainability.  It is well worth looking at the way 
employment is changing in the light of the 
decarbonisation of the economy which is planned for 
the coming decades.  It may be worth looking at 
working in new and more sustainable fields of work.  
Employers who take sustainability seriously are also 
more likely to look after their employees.  
Feel free to ask universities and employers about 
their commitment to sustainability.  





Course Choice

• Refining an existing career plan
• Pursuing an area of interest
• Make choices based on the course, but then 

consider location, type of university (city/campus 
etc.), accommodation, costs, student support, 
extra-curricular opportunities etc.  

• Check grade requirements and have a balance of 
aspirational, secure, and insurance choices

• Attend a couple of Open Days and ask lots of 
questions.  

• ‘Futureproof’ your plans by reflecting on 
sustainability



How can you support the research process?

• Download the 2022 UCAS Parent 
Guide from the UCAS website 

• Offer to attend open days with them 
as you may have a different 
perspective.

• Financial assistance – for example, 
with railway tickets.

• Try to remain impartial.

Visit 

www.ucas.com/parents

• Sign up to the monthly UCAS Parents’ 
Newsletter.



Work Experience

• Could be at any time during the school holidays - there is 
no official school work experience week this year, and we 
ask students not to take time out of school unless there are 
special circumstances.  

• Talk to staff/Mr Davis and contact employers with short CV 
and covering letter written in EPQ/Study Skills lessons in 
the autumn.  Ring in advance to make sure that you know 
who to write to, make your letter very specific to the 
person addressed. 
 

• Must be enriching but unpaid – can be done in over several 
individual visits to different places rather than in a block.  
Could include anything that will make you a better 
university student – summer schools also count as work 
experience.   



Personal Statement

• 4,000 characters – five paragraphs – one side

• Written very slowly, but read at great speed

• Needs to be very specific – no need to show 
off, but detail lends credibility.

We will continue to work on Personal 
Statements in tutor lessons - the next Personal 
Statement lesson will be in the week 
beginning 29th March.  



I would like to study computer science because it is something I enjoy doing - there is a lot 

of freedom to create programs my own way. I participated in a Villiers Park course on 

Computer Science and I was particularly interested in the sessions we did on computer 

graphics in OpenGL. I used python to program balls to bounce as if they were affected by 

gravity. Another interesting feature was computer security and cryptography; I heard a 

lecture on the use of codes in computing, especially the use of an asymmetric cipher in 

communication. We also visited Bletchley Park and saw Colossus and Turing  Machines 

working whilst hearing a talk of how they were used to crack codes such as Lorenz and 

Enigma. I read further on this topic. "The Code Book" by Simon Singh was especially 

interesting since it delved into modern computer cryptography such as Pretty Good Privacy 

(PGP) and particularly quantum computing, a topic I heard a lecture on at a Bristol Open 

Day. I was accepted to take part in four weeks' work experience organised by the Nuffield 

Foundation. My placement was in Milton Park at Sensium Healthcare. I was tasked to design 

a model, using C#, which showed how various low power radios connect to frequency 

channels and  how they interact with other radios to avoid colliding on the same frequency 

and causing interference. I designed the model and presented it to the team I was working 

with. From that  I created the model as a computer application. I completed the original 

design early. This  meant I could add additional features and they have asked me to return in 

January to show the model in more detail. It is exciting to know my model will be useful.



My decision to apply for degrees in Economics has stemmed from talking to employees at 
major firms such as Deloitte, Ernst and Young and Mazars. While visiting the KPMG offices in 
Canary  Wharf I enjoyed the corporate, professional and competitive environment there and 
my ambition is to work for one of the top ten firms. My sister works in one of the leading 
professional service firms and seeing her work and talking to her has given me a good 
grounding in how to cope and be successful in the professional service sector. There are many 
service lines such as auditing, tax, advising and transaction within accountancy and an 
understanding of economics is fundamental to being successful at performing those roles. I 
enjoy mathematical and statistical tasks and most of all enjoy working as part of a team. I 
wholeheartedly believe that the skills I have developed at A Level and the strengths I already 
have can be transferred and maximized at degree level.
 My A Level in Economics will help me have a sufficient grounding in theoretical and practical
aspects of business. My eagerness to learn about economics and especially its effects on
society has led me to do further reading and attend talks. I have read "Poor Economics" and
"The Spirit Level". These have taught me about the obstacles, consequences and possible
solutions to social inequality in LEDC and MEDC countries. I have attended talks by Tim
Harford and Robert Peston, and I learned the extent to which the global economy has 
recovered from the 2008 economic crash and the expected progress of it and the correlation 
between inflation and unemployment through the Bill Phillips curve. The recent event of the 
accounting error which caused Tesco to understate their profits for some years resulting in a 
profit  scandal interests me because I would like to find out how Deloitte investigates this case 
and how Tesco recovers from this.



In the last two years my interest in geography has developed on varied fronts and for 
several reasons. My interest in human geography was inspired by studying the impact of 
the Indian caste system during my World Development AS in Year 11. I found it 
fascinating that the treatment of the Dalits was widely accepted there but that from my 
own cultural perspective, it is unjust.
I have attended many interesting lectures on social inequality in the UK, by Professor 
Danny Dorling, University of Oxford. Due to this, I have been motivated to acquire the 
research skills that would let me explore and identify patterns in different populations. An 
interest in physical geography and in particular the impact of the environment has been 
fed by extra-curricular activities as well as personal travel.
A lecture series at the Emmanuel Centre in London on Natural Hazards was invaluable
preparation for a subsequent ten-day study trip to Morocco seeing the tangible 
consequences of flooding on the Imlil settlement in the Atlas Mountains.The trip to 
Morocco was an excellent opportunity to see the interaction of physical and social 
geography and it was exciting, through fieldwork, to observe the Burgess Model, 
illustrated in real life Marrakech. I also enjoyed being able to put my French to use in 
communication with local people. I have spent several weeks in Botswana and South 
Africa with family friends and found myself fascinated by the use that people have 
traditionally made of their environment. On a hike over kopjes I was shown huge 
boulders with small nicks in their surfaces that, thousands of years ago, would have 
been hit at certain points to create resonances in order to communicate
messages over great distances. Witnessing at close hand, the work of the charity 
"Mothers for All", showed me a sustainable response to a contemporary issue in 
providing skills for work and education in the fight against HIV/AIDS.



Growing up in Oxford, I have always been surrounded by history. I love the fact that during
the Civil War Merton College was used to house King Charles I's wife, Queen Henrietta Maria,
whilst he stayed in Christ Church and an underground tunnel was built running between the 
two. It's these little findings, the thrill of discovering new facts and connections, that make
history exciting for me.
This year in History I have relished the opportunity to engage in independent research for my
personal study on Franco and his significance; what has been most interesting has been
comparing and contrasting the views of different historians (such as over how successful
Franco was as a military leader), and analysing the different ways in which Franco impacted on
Spanish culture and society. At AS I really enjoyed my study of Elizabeth I. Again it was
fascinating to contrast the views of different historians such as David Starkey and
Christopher Haigh.
Complementing my love of history has been an interest in art and architecture, which has
helped me develop insights into the material and built cultures of the past, and how these
reflected people's beliefs and aspirations. Last year at the National Gallery, I was
captivated by an exhibition that included many works by famous Renaissance artists, which
helped give immediacy to what I had learned about the Italian Renaissance.
This summer I was able to do work experience at the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography,
where I helped build a database of potential subjects using obituaries and other sources, and
create 'profile sheets' for entries using a wide variety of materials, including birth,
marriage and death certificates and probate registers. I found this engagement with the detail
of primary research fascinating, and the experience deepened my understanding of how
historians work.



The world of journalism is a major factor in the daily lives of most, influencing the way 
they go about their business and how they interact with others, for better or worse. It has 
only been in recent times that I have realised that I want to be able to influence how 
knowledge reaches others, to expand and introduce not only new information for myself, 
but for the people around me as well. The power of new media means information can 
be shared and absorbed at an incredible rate, and as such it must be handled with care 
and talent. A particularly apt case would be the televised debate between David Frost 
and Richard Nixon. Public opinion was instantly swayed and Nixon was forced to resign 
to save face, showing the power of good research and technologies ability to push 
information across the world. For a more modern example, the scandal of the phone 
hacking by the News of the World has shown me that the opposite is true, that public 
opinion can be the end of journalistic endeavors. This symbiotic relationship is 
something I want to study further. A matter of personal interest to me is how modern 
technology influences the processing and spreading of news and knowledge. With my
skills as a writer and an investigator, I believe that journalism is the course that best
suits me and my talents.



Oriental Studies

My Extended Project was about the art of translation.  I find the difficulty of translating 
contexts particularly fascinating. In my project I looked at translating political satire 
from English to Catalan.  Different political references need to be used in order to 
make the humour understood within the culture of the target audience.  I see 
similarities between this method and Yan Fu’s theory of translation, specifically his 
ideas about dá (expressiveness). I understand this to mean making the translated text 
accessible (i.e. equally expressive) to the reader, using a Chinese setting if need be. 
Although not exactly applicable to literary texts, I feel this was what made the book 
‘Brothers’ (Yu Hua) seem slightly jarring to English readers. The Guardian’s reviewer 
wrote that “the novel is supposed to be funny, but mostly fails to be”. While some 
elements of comedy were perhaps lost across the cultural border, I think this was too 
scathing.
Simon Leys’ essay on Poetry and Painting in China prompted me to visit the V&A’s 
‘Masterpieces of Chinese Painting 700-1900’. Leys discusses the similarity of these two 
art forms in China, and looking at the art displayed I definitely had a sense that a 
painter “writes a painting” (xie hua).  I find the Yue-fu and the “Old Poems” of the 
Eastern Han similarly evocative. Recurring themes such as parting and disillusion 
reflect the familiar tale of China between dynasties, as warring armies take the place of 
a strong, centralised government.



Maths has never been work to me - it has always been an immense source of pleasure and
stimulation. I love the sense of creativity and freedom I get when I explore mathematics for
no other purpose than to satisfy myself.

Through my extended project, I have been able to look at mathematics beyond the A-level
syllabus. Asking the question "Could Fermat have proved his Last Theorem?" I investigated
various proofs of specific cases of the Last Theorem, and by comparing them, illustrated that
Fermat simply did not have the knowledge to possess a general proof, as he claimed. The real
joy of the essay was that the history of Fermat's Last Theorem was construed effectively as a
fascinating history of mathematics. From Diophantus' derivation of a general solution to the
Pythagoras equation, to the much more recent proof of the n=3 case of Fermat's Last Theorem
using the Eisenstein integers, attempts to make breakthroughs in the problem have led to
entirely new branches of mathematics. Throughout the project, the most important resource 
has been Hardy and Wright's An Introduction to the Theory of Numbers that has really got me 
hooked on number theory and has given me grounding with certain techniques of proof. The 
elegance of infinite descent has particularly sparked my interest.



Psychology:  In the words of Carl Rogers 'it is the direction we go that helps us process the good 
life, not the destination'. Born in Sinjar, northern Iraq (Kurdistan) and living in the UK for 15
years has helped me build a diverse outlook on life. I have seen first-hand how cruel life
treats those living in poverty, and the threats they face on a daily basis. Such experiences
have compelled me to look deeper into the human mind; how do we maintain sanity in the 
darkest of times.
During my secondary school experience I have flourished as an individual by partaking in a
number of school programmes; attempting multiple times to step out of the shadows and create 
a role and purpose for myself. My earlier role of being head of the prom committee gave me 
leadership skills. Ensuring the success of the committee was key, as expectations were high.
However, taking risks proved to be a success. For example, investing our own money into the
committee had its risks, however, this contribution ensured the quality of the fundraiser and
the total profit that was made was a success. I believe I have managed to build a diverse set
of skills by taking part in student programmes. Being a girls mentor gave me an opportunity to
practice my analytical skills and offer guidance to some of the younger girls' in the school.
My duties ranged from, preparing and presenting presentations to students, pitching
fundraising ideas to staff, planning and organizing events both inside and outside of school
hours. I developed my communication skills from mentoring and by being a school prefect.
My enthusiasm for research stems from working with PhD students in the Amsterdam Medical
Hospital. These students were investigating middle-aged Turkish cervical cancer patients'
understanding of the disease. The majority of women refused to tell their families that they
were or had suffered from cervical cancer because they were afraid that the honour and respect
within the family would become tainted. During my travels from over Europe to Asia I have
learnt that culture seems to be the force that separates one human's behaviour from another,
and behaviour not representative of a culture is deemed abnormal.



I am drawn to science by an awareness of the huge environmental challenges in the modern
world. Biology is what sparked my scientific interest and remains my motivation for broadening
and deepening my scientific understanding. Within the subject I am particularly interested in
ecology and plant science. The idea of a broad view of biology which looks at how organisms
both shape and are shaped by their environment is something that appeals to me. Recently I
have been reading 'An Improbable Primate' by Clive Finlayson, which explores the evolutionary
ecology of humans, arguing that a key driver of human evolution was the search for declining
water sources. It opened my mind to how evolution is triggered by selection pressures in ways
that are not necessarily intuitive.
Partly what drew me to biology was my interest in agriculture. The need to grow more food
without further expansion of agricultural land, with fewer fossil fuel based inputs, and with
a changing climate is something that I think biologists can play an important role in. What
interests me is the diversity of biological solutions to these problems: breeding crops with
new traits, developing safer pesticides, managing land to protect the ecosystem services on
which agriculture depends. In my extended project qualification I wrote an essay on the role
of drought tolerant crops in maintaining yields in water deficit - weighing the importance of
crop breeding against more integrated approaches to improving soil structure and water holding
capacity.
Through my two sciences at A-level I have come to love the scientific way of thinking. Science
can seem quite static when you're learning it at school - like a body of knowledge that has
always been there - but eventually you realise how dynamic and self-correcting it is. I really
look forward to the challenge of making the transition from learning science to doing science
- so I am as keen to learn about the tools scientists use to handle experiments and data as I
am to learn the science itself.



Parental Support

• If you have expertise in reading and evaluating 
personal statements, and would be happy to 
comment on the Personal Statements of 
Cheney students applying for courses in your 
field, please do let me know.

• We would like to encourage a network of 
parents to share their specialisms and support 
students. 



Supertutors

Ms Berry

Miss Vara

Ms Mortimer

Mr Gimson

Mr Richards 



References

• Comments from each subject 
• Introduction and conclusion from tutor



Feedback from Volunteering, Work 
Experience etc.  

• Communicate with your tutor about all aspects of 
your research and activities regularly via the 
googleclassroom - help them to help you. 

•  Make sure the supervisors send a short report to 
your tutor on the last day of any summer school 
or work experience placement - do not leave it 
until six months later.  



Student Finance, by Oxford Brookes

Feb 2022 updates:

- 40 year repayment plan for undergraduates 
from 2023

- £25,000 repayment threshold 

https://brookes.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=6edc1e61-6ca3-4b2f-8a2b-ae4a00b7768a


Apprenticeships

Mr Davis, Careers Adviser for 
Cheney, will now introduce 

Apprenticeship applications.  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO3DwBRknME


www.unipodadvice.com

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT UNIVERSITY

http://www.unipodadvice.com/


Useful websites

• Government: www.gov.uk/studentfinance

• Student Room: www.thestudentroom.co.uk/studentfinance

• Brookes: www.brookes.ac.uk/studying/finance

• NHS: www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/students
• (NHS and Social Care courses)



Helpful YouTube Video

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jQ3MJg
dkJY - detailed guidance from UCL on how to 
write a Personal Statement.  There are may 
other videos available on YouTube – have a 
look and let me know what you find useful.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jQ3MJgdkJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jQ3MJgdkJY


Helpful Radio Programmes

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05xhwr2 
- My Life on Paper

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b013fmc
n - How to write a Personal Statement

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05xhwr2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b013fmcn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b013fmcn


Useful Books in the Library



An Interesting Book for Background 
Reading



Date Event Follow up action

Thursday 7th April Year Twelve visit UCAS Convention in 

Winchester.

Attend this and other Open Days in 

the late summer  

Supertutor Lessons Writing draft Personal Statements Ongoing work on Personal Statement

Late Summer Term UCAS Predictor Exams from 20th 

June

Fill in UCAS form on Friday 1st July (off 

timetable) 

School holidays Work Experience Get supervisor to send feedback to 

tutor. 

Friday 9th 

September

UCAS early applicants (Oxbridge, 

Medicine etc.) school deadline

Submit UCAS form as early as possible 

and by the relevant deadline at the 

very latest

Friday 7th October Cheney recommended deadline for 
UCAS applications

Friday 4th 

November

Cheney final deadline for all UCAS 

applications



Questions


