
LEADERSHIP UPDATE - 30  June 2022

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, Governors and Year 12 and 13 Students,

End of year reports: all reports this year will be sent home via the My Child at School
(MCAS) app for Bromcom. We will not be printing paper copies of reports. Students will
be reminded how to add the student app to their phones during tutor time in the next
two weeks.

Parents who have not yet logged on will be sent a reminder email with their logins at the
end of this week. To support the implementation of the Bromcom app as a means of
communication with home, we will be holding a series of drop-in clinics to support
parents and carers in connecting to the app in the last week of term. More information,
including timings, will be shared in next week's leadership update.

End of year and Sports Day arrangements: We are pleased to inform you that Sports
day will run on Thursday 14th July for field events and Friday 15th July for track events.
Students will sign up for the disciplines in their Houses and the purpose of the event is
to maximise participation. Therefore students will not be allowed to do no more than
two events.

On Friday 15th July students will have extended tutor time until 10:00am. They will then
have break time from 10:00-10:30am. Please note this is the only time the canteen will
be open on Friday so students will need to collect their food then. The whole school will
be out on the field 10:45am-13:15 pm and once the event has finished will be dismissed
from the field. Students will wear their PE kit or their House Colours.

Catch up Vaccinations Friday 8 July 2022: A reminder that all consent forms for catch
up vaccinations must be submitted by Wednesday 6 July. More information,
including a link to the consent form,  on our website.

Non-School Uniform Day - Friday 15 July: On the last day of term we will be raising
money for our school charity through a non-school uniform day. Students can either
come into school wearing PE kit or in their own clothes, with a splash of their house
colour. The house colours are: Hawking- yellow, Turing- blue, Seacole-purple/red,
Yousafzai- green and Mandela- orange. We will not be accepting cash on the day, so
please make a £1 contribution on Parent Pay in advance of the day. We are looking
forward to raising money for Cancer Research UK, as well as celebrating sports day and
awarding the House plate.

https://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/school-nurse/
https://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/school-nurse/


RLT survey results: we received the results of the RLT-wide survey at the end of last
week, and we are following up with a more in-depth survey of our own students at the
minute in school, which will give us a bit greater depth of information. The headlines are
as follows:

● 97% of staff believe that their work has a strong purpose and makes a positive
difference for children.

● 85% of students feel that Cheney encourages them to respect and value people
from other backgrounds.

● 87% of parents are satisfied with most aspects of the school.
● Cheney scored highest in the trust for encouraging students to read (with

particular thanks to the wonderful Mrs Fenton and the English department).
● Cheney scored highly compared to the rest of the trust on responses from the

parents of students with SEND.

Overall, the results for Cheney were very much in line with other secondary schools in
the trust, with small differences one way or the other in some questions. The issue
which gives us most cause for concern as a leadership team is around bullying; our
students (although overwhelmingly reporting that they feel safe in school) have
identified it as a problem. We have heard what our students are saying, and we will give
it very careful thought over the summer. Next year, we will work hard on making what
we do to prevent bullying explicit, and we are already in touch with other schools who
have things to teach us in this area. Any bullying is unacceptable, and is against our
tolerant and inclusive culture, and for as long as our students think it is a problem, then
it is one.

Free breakfast: for the last week of term, there will be free bagels on the gate for any
student who wants one. This is part of the National School Breakfast Programme, and
will continue next year.



Year 7 Celebration Evening - 30th June 2022 TONIGHT: We hope Year 7 students, and
their families, can join us between 5.30 and 6.30 to celebrate the work of our wonderful
Year 7 students.

Cadets at Cheney: The last few weeks have been busy for the Cheney cadets.

Climbing
This term Cheney cadets have been
enjoying learning to climb and belay at
Magdalen College School. The students
have now had two sessions and their
confidence (and height!) is improving each
time.

Field weekend
On the 25-26th June we took 4 Cheney
cadets to Dalton Barracks for the weekend
with Headington School CCF. They learnt



different fieldcraft activities such as camouflage and concealment, how to put up a
shelter and cook food in the field, and took part in a night orienteering exercise. A lot of
new skills were gained and a lot of fun was had.

Year 8 recruitment
We are now looking for current Year 8s (into Year 9) who are interested in taking part in
Cadets next year. Please see the presentation for more information. Forms will be sent
home for those who have shown interest and please speak to Miss Robinson, Mr Clarke
or Ms Belfield for more information.

Sustainability at Cheney and the work of the Climate and Nature Working Party
this academic year: We are proud that we are continuing to make progress on making
Cheney a more sustainable, and pleasant environment for the whole school community.
Over this academic year, the Climate and Nature Working Party has made the following
actions and achievements:
Learning Environment:

● Sixth Form Gardening club: We are now enjoying the fruits of the volunteer’s
labours with pollinator friendly plants in flower around the school.

● Cheney Friends and Students are working on a collaboration aimed at ‘Greening
Cheney’. Sixth form students helped to write a vision statement and judge
designs for outdoor spaces submitted by Brookes University architecture
students.

● A space has been identified for a Cheney allotment.
● Outdoor learning proposal -  term 6 challenge. Teachers are being encouraged

and supported in using the site as an extension of their classrooms.
Curriculum and Student Engagement

● The Environmental Impact Committee with student representatives from Year
7-11 who have helped plant and look after new trees,# and supported house
competitions.

● The 6th form committees have made resources for lower school and attended
talks. One student went to COP26 as part of the UKSSN group and another
chaired an online UKSSN meeting with a talk + Q&A from Kate Raworth

● During COP 26, lessons on the theme of global justice were taught in every
faculty.

● This term students are learning about the living systems they are part of,
spending time considering what waste is and learning about water and sewage
systems as well as what happens to recycling, landfill and food waste.

Travel
● Our recent travel survey found people are keen to get to school by active means

(cycle, run, walk, etc.).
● The student bike sheds have been fixed and are being well used.
● Staff have participated in a bike trial and walk to work week

Food

https://www.loom.com/share/aed688bbd4f545eca2a9904b860b0f80
http://mailto@bro@cheneyschool.org
mailto:scl@cheneyschool.org
mailto:abelfield@cheneyschool.org


● On Switch up your lunch day the canteen had vegan and vegetarian food offers,
Food tech students made vegan food during lessons and the sixth form held a
fundraising cake/treats sale.

Communications
● At the start of the year staff were given duty guidelines with environmental

considerations.
● In February we ran a 90 minute whole staff Inset session looking at the basic

facts of EEC and how it related to well-being and inclusion
● We set up Special Branch - a call out for parents to help with various things to do

with climate and nature has brought a response from a wonderful range of
people who made generous offers of help -  we are looking forward to getting in
touch with them in the coming year

FREE Parenting Clinic - EMOTIONS, 7th July @ 10am & 8pm: What is going on with
your child's emotions? One minute they are happy the next they are talking back or
having a tantrum!

Are you wondering why your child's emotional outbursts come just as you are trying to
get everyone out of the door, at the end of the school day or quite frankly you know it is
coming you can sense it, then BOOM!

Book Now or email for the booking link

Rumble Museum Newsletter:
In this week's edition, you can find out all about the exciting range of projects presented
by Year Nines at our Museum Project Presentation Evening. You can find out how the
Rewilding Talks are going, and our Dystopian-themed Competitions to create Soylent
Green Biscuits and Dystopian Story Ideas and Cover Art too. You can also hear about
our latest exciting museum donation, an Albion Printing Press, and there's a reminder
about recent calls for Middle East and 80s artefacts too.

Dystopia Activities and Author Talk: 12th July, 3.30 - 4.45pm

To round up our Dystopia Season, on Tuesday 12th July we are delighted to welcome
author Chris Beckett to deliver a community talk and book-signing. Chris will be
speaking about his writing, which often uses utopian and dystopian themes, and signing
books. As well as this, we will be running a range of themed stalls and activities, and
providing refreshments. Experience Hunger Games training, explore 1984 and Brave
New World through games, and more!

The stalls and activities will run from 3.30 to 4pm, and Chris will deliver a talk with Q&A
from 4 until 4.30pm followed by book-signing. Mostly Books will be running a book stall
throughout, with a range of dystopian fiction available for all ages, as well as a number
of Chris Beckett titles.

If you would like to attend, please email lro@cheneyschool.org

https://anisalewis.as.me/theclinic
mailto:hello@anisalewis.com
https://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Rumble-Newsletter-35_compressed.pdf
mailto:lro@cheneyschool.org


Soylent Green Biscuits Competition!

In the run up to our Dystopia Day on
Tuesday 12th July, the Rumble Museum
has a baking competition!

In the 1973 dystopian film Soylent Green, it
is set in an imagined 2022 when the
oceans are dying and everyone lives on a
green food called Soylent Green. We would
love to have Soylent Green biscuits to
serve at the canteen on the day, so if you
would like to have a go, there are lots of
recipes online.

Please bring your entries, plus allergy and ingredient details, to Dr Robinson in L14 on
Monday 11th July.

Reminder: Rumble Museum Council Applications for 2022/23 - open to all Year
Sevens

We are recruiting a new group of students to take part in the Student Museum Council
between September 2022 and July 2023. It involves a weekly breakfast meeting on
Thursdays from 8.30 - 9am, as well as some trips outside of school hours. It is a
year-long programme - students are expected to attend for the whole school year.

Students on the Museum Council are able to have a special involvement in the
museum's work both within and beyond the school. Students have taken part in
projects with local museums including running a gallery at a Late Opening at the
Ashmolean and creating a display cabinet at the History of Science Museum, working on
giving the Rumble Robots speaking technology, and developing last year's Tree Trail.

If you would like to be involved, you will need to write a paragraph outlining why you
would like to take part using the form below by July 9th:

https://forms.gle/Si9xELxjamtGCubN8

Please email Dr Robinson (lro@cheneyschool.org) if you have any questions about any
of these opportunities.

House News and Competitions

Cheney Sports News

https://forms.gle/Si9xELxjamtGCubN8
https://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/latest-news/house-news/
https://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/uncategorized/sports-news/


We now have an online Community Noticeboard with regular updates from members
and groups in the local community.

You will find all our letters and notices on the website and/or on Facebook and Twitter
and now on Instagram!

You can also now follow Mrs Fenton’s new Cheney library twitter account

And follow the Cheney Library on TikTok for book recommendations, news and more!

Kind regards

Cheney Communications

https://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/latest-news/community-noticeboard/
https://www.cheney.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CheneySchool/
https://twitter.com/Cheney_School
https://www.instagram.com/cheney_school_official/
https://twitter.com/Cheney_Library
https://www.tiktok.com/@cheney_library

